
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

12 November 2014 
 

The Photographers’ Gallery, in collaboration with Autograph ABP London and the 
Ryerson Image Centre, Toronto, Canada presents the first UK showing of HUMAN 
RIGHTS HUMAN WRONGS. 
 

Curated by Mark Sealy, this timely exhibition takes the 1948 Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights as a historical, philosophical and curatorial starting point to focus 
an enquiry into photojournalistic practice and its impact on humanitarian 
objectives. 
 

HUMAN RIGHTS HUMAN WRONGS features more than 250 original press 
prints, drawn from the prestigious Black Star Collection of twentieth century 
photoreportage. It explores what role such images play in helping us understand 
the case for human rights, and further addresses the legacy of how photographs 
have historically functioned in raising awareness of international conflict. 
 

Spanning a time frame from 1945 until the early 90s, the exhibition examines the 
major political upheavals, conflicts, wars and struggles against racism and 
colonization that became especially urgent following World War II.  Consciously 
moving away from didactic perspectives on history the presentation foregrounds a 
globalised context rather than viewing the events as isolated incidents.   
 

It includes images of the Civil Rights Movement in the US, independence 
movements in Africa, Middle Eastern and South American uprisings, the Vietnam 
War and key social unrest and protests in Europe.  Also on display are magazines, 
key theoretical texts and other archival material.  
 
The exhibition particularly challenges the idea that one image can adequately 
represent any issue definitively. By examining the wider sequence of photographs 
that surround such iconic images, it allows the audience to consider not just a 
single decisive moment, but to regard it as part of a series of frames. It also seeks to 
better understand the specific image production processes, dominant hierarchies 
and visual stereotypes at play within the mass media. 
 
HUMAN RIGHTS HUMAN WRONGS interrogates the way that images are 
selected, deployed and circulated and the cultural meaning they produce.  
Significantly it looks at how inhumane acts are rendered photographically and the 
visual legacy they leave behind.    
 

Exhibition curator Mark Sealy states:  The guiding principle for the exhibition is 
Article Six from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which proposes: 
Everybody has the right to recognition everywhere as a person before the law. I 
wanted audiences to really think about what this human right to recognition 
actually means, and how such recognition is generated and controlled, especially 
in terms of image production and circulation.  So much of the world, in terms of 
how we understand it, is generated from a very particular tradition of 
Eurocentric concerns and the ongoing relevance of Article Six must be that we 
consider other people’s points of view. At a time when vast swathes of people – the 
refugee, the asylum seeker, the economic migrant – have no rights at all, are in 
fact ‘no-ones’, it seems a matter of extreme urgency to consider political 
humanitarian development in today’s context. 

HUMAN RIGHTS HUMAN WRONGS 

6 FEBRUARY - 6 APRIL 2015 



 

 

Contd. 
Page 2 of 3 

This exhibition has been made possible with generous support from TD Bank 
Group. 
 
HUMAN RIGHTS HUMAN WRONGS is curated by Mark Sealy, Autograph ABP, 
with curatorial assistance from Valérie Matteau. 
 
 
Notes for Editors 
 
The Photographers’ Gallery 
The Photographers’ Gallery opened in 1971 in Great Newport Street, London, as the UK’s first 
independent gallery devoted to photography. It was the first public gallery in the UK to exhibit 
many key names in international photography, including Juergen Teller, Robert Capa, Sebastião 
Salgado and Andreas Gursky. The Gallery has also been instrumental in establishing 
contemporary British photographers, including Martin Parr and Corinne Day. In 2009, the 
Gallery moved to 16 - 18 Ramillies Street in Soho, the first stage in its plan to create a 21st century 
home for photography. Following an eighteen month long redevelopment project, it reopened to 
the public in 2012. The success of The Photographers’ Gallery over the past four decades has 
helped to establish photography as a recognised art form, introducing new audiences to 
photography and championing its place at the heart of visual culture.  
www.thephotographersgallery.org.uk 
 
Ryerson Image Centre (RIC) 
The Ryerson Image Centre exists for the research, teaching and exhibition of photography and 
related media. We are an active partner within the academic fabric of Ryerson University, the 
cultural network of greater Toronto, and the national and international artistic community. We 
develop rigorous yet inclusive programs for students, faculty, artists, researchers and curators, as 
well as the general public. The RIC boasts three interrelated areas of activity. Our exhibition 
program addresses topics of social, cultural, aesthetic and historical concern from a variety of 
contemporary perspectives. Our research centre conducts and facilitates inquiry into primary 
resource materials and offers workshops, lectures, symposia and publication programs. Finally, 
we maintain a collection of photography spanning the medium’s history, as well as several artist 
and journalism archives—including the renowned Black Star Collection of twentieth century 
photoreportage. www.ryerson.ca/ric 
 
Ryerson University 
Ryerson University is Canada's leader in innovative, career-oriented education and a university 
clearly on the move. With a mission to serve societal need, and a long-standing commitment to 
engaging its community, Ryerson offers more than 100 undergraduate and graduate programs. 
Distinctly urban, culturally diverse and inclusive, the university is home to more than 38,000 
students, including 2,300 master's and PhD students, nearly 2,700 faculty and staff, and more 
than 155,000 alumni worldwide. Research at Ryerson is on a trajectory of success and growth: 
externally funded research has doubled in the past four years. The G. Raymond Chang School of 
Continuing Education is Canada's leading provider of university-based adult education. 
www.ryerson.ca 
 
Autograph ABP 
Established in 1988 with the mission of advocating the inclusion of historically marginalised 
photographic practices, Autograph ABP is a charity that works internationally in photography, 
cultural identity, race, representation and human rights. It produces its our own programme of 
exhibitions and events, commissions and publications. It collaborates with artists, scholars and 
institutions nationally and internationally with the aim of engaging audiences around the world. 
Our Research Centre and Galleries were established to addresses a gap in the visual 
representation of Britain’s cultural history and its diverse communities.  Autograph ABP 
commercially license the photography championed through our Image Bank, and advocate 
progressive research of our continuously growing collection of photography. Autograph ABP 
encourage cross-curricular teaching and advocate visual literacy through our accessible Learning 
Resources. Autograph ABP preserve the legacy of artists’ work through a range of publications and 
limited edition prints.  Autograph ABP support the production of new work through commissions 
and residency programmes. www.autograph-abp.co.uk 
 
Black Star Photo Agency 
The Black Star photo agency was established in New York in 1935 by Ernest Mayer, Kurt Safranski 
and Kurt Kornfeld following their escape from Nazi Germany. Since 1935 the agency has worked 
with over 6,000 photojournalists and numerous key news publications, to document the 
personalities, events and conflicts of the twentieth century. Today the agency has emerged as a 
leader in corporate assignment photography, supplying stock photographs for major companies 
and news syndicates worldwide. www.blackstar.com 
 
Mark Sealy 
Mark Sealy has a special interest in photography and its relationship to social change, identity 
politics and human rights. Since 1991 as director of Autograph ABP he has initiated the 
production of many publications, exhibitions and residency projects and commissioned 
photographers and filmmakers worldwide. In 2002, he jointly initiated and developed a £7.96 
million capital building project (Rivington Place), which opened in 2007. He has written for 
several international photography publications, including Foam Magazine (Amsterdam), 
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Aperture (New York) and Next Level (London). Published in 2002, Sealy’s book project published 
by Phaidon Press Limited entitled Different, focuses on photography and identity and is produced 
in partnership with Professor Stuart Hall. His most recent curated projects include the 
commissioning of The Unfinished Conversation a film-work by John Akomfrah on the political 
life of Professor Stuart Hall first staged at the Bluecoat Gallery as part of the Liverpool Biennial 
2012. Roma-Sinti-Kale-Manush, a group show that examined the representation of Roma 
Communities across Europe was on display at Rivington Place (London) from May 25 to July 28, 
2012. He has severed as a jury member for several prestigious photography awards including the 
World Press Photo Competition. He has also guest lectured extensively throughout the UK and 
abroad including The Royal College of Art and has recently devised MA studies programs for 
Sotheby’s Institute of Art on global photography. Sealy is currently a PhD candidate at Durham 
Centre for Advanced Photographic Studies at Durham University, England. His research and 
curatorial practice focuses on photography and cultural violence.  
 
 

Visitor Information 
Opening times: Monday - Saturday, 10:00 - 18:00, Thursdays, 10:00 - 20:00, 
Sunday 11:30 - 18:00 
Admission: free 
Address: 16-18 Ramillies Street, London W1F 7LW 
Nearest London Underground Station: Oxford Circus 
T: + 44 (0)20 7087 9300 
E: info@tpg.org.uk 
W: thephotographersgallery.org.uk 
 
Press information 
For further press information and to request images please contact: 
Inbal Mizrahi on +44 (0)20 7087 9333 or email inbal.mizrahi@tpg.org.uk 
 
 


