
BERNHARD BRUNGS / SŁAWOMIR ELSNER  
MUSE MUSE
OPENING: FRIDAY, 23 JANUARY / 6 – 8 PM
EXHIBITION: 24 JANUARY - 07 MARCH 2015

Lars Dittrich and André Schlechtriem are proud to 
announce MUSE MUSE, a two-person exhibition 
featuring work by Bernhard Brungs and Sławomir 
Elsner. On view January 24th through March 7th 2015, 
the exhibition presents an investigative juxtaposition 
of works by each artist reflecting on the theme of the 
Muse.

Sławomir Elsner will present a series of to-scale 
color pencil on paper responses to Renaissance 
masterpiece paintings, including Botticelli’s Portrait 
of A Lady (Simonetta Vespucci) and Venus, as well 
as Giovanni Bellini’s Portrait of a Young Man (Venice 
1480–1490). These specific paintings are referenced 
as they are currently on view in Berlin’s Kulturforum 
at the Gemäldegalerie, Staatliche Museen zu Berlin, 
Preußischer Kulturbesitz. Elsner presents their re-
imagined counterparts in the gallery, the hazy ghostly 
representation attributed to the painting’s historical 
distance and subconscious relevance to the present 
viewer. Each work is composed of a complex layering 
of color pencil lines, building up color and gradually 
defining form, ultimately striking a balance at the 
threshold of distinguishability and familiarity. On a 
pedestal at the center of the room, Elsner presents 
a number of stacked watercolor and color pencil 
drawings on A4 paper. While only the top sheet is 
visible, the remaining collection, existing but hidden, 
contains a series of drawings of the female body. Some 
more completely rendered then others, the drawings 
contain references not only to art historical material, 
but also to popular advertising/media motifs mixed with 
personal photographs.

Bernhard Brungs will present a series of oil paintings 
that focus on scenic images and portraits of the fashion 
designer Yves Saint Laurent. Brungs depicts Saint 
Laurent at different stages of his life, including his youth 
in his native Algeria, his time in Paris as a young fashion 

designer, his frequent stays in Morocco, as well as the 
continued development of his identity and later life in 
France. Saint Laurent’s encounters with others are re-
envisioned as Brungs includes not only solo portraits 
but also explorations of his formative relations with 
family, friends, colleagues and inspirations – Christian 
Dior, Karl Lagerfeld, Jerry Hall, Bianca Jagger, his 
partner Pierre Bergé and his mother, Lucienne. In 
addition, Brungs exhibits a set of intimately scaled 
watercolors on paper inspired by the Majorelle Garden 
in Marrakech, Morocco, designed in the 1920s and 
30s by Jacques Majorelle and once owned by Saint 
Laurent and Pierre Bergé. These dreamy, almost 
subaquatic conceptualizations of the garden offer a 
space for personal reflection. While highlighting the 
broader significance of introverted contemplation in 
the creative process, the work suggests the gardens 
as having a similarly significant role in the life of Saint 
Laurent.

Sławomir Elsner (b. Wodzisław Śląski, Poland, 1976) 
currently lives and works in Berlin. Elsner has shown 
extensively throughout Germany and has had numerous 
successful international solo and group exhibitions in 
Zurich, Paris, Madrid and New York among others. He 
was the recipient of the 2012 Falkenrot Prize.

Bernhard Brungs (b. Bielefeld, Germany, 1974) 
currently lives and works in Berlin. Brungs has exhibited 
extensively internationally, including solo exhibitions in 
Berlin, Zurich, and Tokyo.

DITTRICH & SCHLECHTRIEM will publish a catalogue 
in conjunction with the exhibition. For press inquiries 
and further information, please contact Owen Clements 
at owen@dittrich-schlechtriem.com.
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