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PRESS RELEASE

“IN THE ABSENCE OF GRIEF”, A SOLO EXHIBITION OF STRIKING,  ABSTRACT GEOMETRIC PAINTINGS AND DRAWINGS BY 
JOAN WALTEMATH, OPENS AT C. GRIMALDIS GALLERY.

On view February 19 – March 21, 2015
Opening reception with the artist, Thursday, February 19, 2015 from 6-8pm

C. Grimaldis Gallery is proud to present “In the Absence of Grief”, a solo exhibition of abstract geometric paintings and drawings by 
New York based painter Joan Waltemath, on view from February 19– March 21, 2015 with an opening reception with the artist Thursday, 
February 19, from 6-8pm. This will be the artist’s first solo exhibition at C.Grimaldis Gallery. 

This exhibition highlights paintings and drawings from Waltemath’s  “Torso/Roots” series, a body of 
work that is informed by the mathematical Fibonacci sequence found in nature. Using hand-ground 
pigments and graphite, she creates precise compositions of geometric forms and vibrant colors that 
reflect the construct of contemporary urban life from principles of science and mathematics. 

In both the paintings and drawings, Waltemath’s painstaking attention to detail is apparent; from 
her beautifully and meticulously treated surfaces to the precise and purposeful color relationships, 
her striking compositions have been strategically planned and are based off of a rigid grid structure. 

Taking years to complete, these works slowly unveil spatial illusions that change in relation to the 
viewer’s perspective and give rise to a heightened awareness of time, movement and change. This 
illusion is created by reflective and absorptive surfaces that change in relation to the paintings, which 
allow for a deeper, more expansive dialogue of the complex understanding of what it means to be 
present. Each painting is roughly the size of a human torso and evoke a corporeal feeling. The 
materials affect a sense of presence, a power that is latent in the work until the viewer experiences it 
in person. Through visual means, the works engage both mind and body.

Waltemath grew up on the Great Plains and received her BFA from the Rhode Island School of Design and her MFA from Hunter College. 
She has exhibited extensively throughout the United States and internationally, including solo shows in New York, Basel, London,
Brussels, and Bonn, Germany. Her work is in many notable public collections, including the Museum of Modern Art in New York, the 
National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C., the Musée des Beaux Arts in Switzerland, the Hammer Museum in Los Angeles, and the 
Harvard University Art Museum, among others.

Waltemath has written extensively on art and served as editor-at-large of the Brooklyn Rail since 2001. She taught at the IS Chanin School 
of Architecture of the Cooper Union from 1997 – 2010 and Princeton University since 2000. In 2010, she was appointed Director of 
Maryland Institute College of Art’s Hoffberger School of Painting. Waltemath was named a Creative Capital grantee in 2012. 

Hours for C. Grimaldis Gallery, which is free and open to the public, are Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Press Enquiries:  Jennifer Ueda, Associate Director:  ju@cgrimaldisgallery.com  T: (410) 539-1080

C. Grimaldis Gallery has continuously operated in Baltimore since 1977. It has established itself as Baltimore’s oldest contemporary art 
gallery, and an important venue in the region. The gallery specializes in post WWII American and European art with an emphasis on 
contemporary sculpture
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Joan Waltemath
lit before noon (East 1 1,2,3,5,8…), 2009-12
oil, pewter and florescent pigment on
honeycomb aluminum panel
39 ¼ x 16 ¼ inches

Joan Waltemath
interwoven, 2011
pencil, colored pencil, conté crayon, egg tempera, gouache, 
casein, and oil pastels on 640 gsm Khadi paper 
30 x 20 inches 

Joan Waltemath
Mexiking (East Below), 2006-2012
oil, zinc, malachite, graphite and florescent 
pigment on honeycomb aluminum panel
38 ½ x 17 ¼ inches

Joan Waltemath
terra/tierra  (East 1 1,2,3,5,8…), 2012-14
oil, pewter, phosphorescent and florescent 
pigment on honeycomb aluminum panel
39 ¼ x 16 ¼ inches


