
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE!
 � !
Media Contact: Eleanor Harwood !
(p) 415.867.7770 | (e) eleanor@eleanorharwood.com !

  
Eleanor Harwood Gallery presents: 

 Francesca Pastine, Totem 

  

!
ARTFORUM 49, Mask Series, 2014, ARTFORUM magazine, Plexiglas, screws,  

14 x 13.5 inches 
  

!
A Solo Exhibition 

Exhibition Dates: January 10th - February 21st 20, 2015 
Opening Reception: January 10th | 4-7 PM !

December 31st, 2014 (San Francisco, CA) -  Eleanor Harwood Gallery is pleased to 
present Francesca Pastine, Totem, a solo exhibition including hand-cut ARTFORUM 
magazines and archival prints on paper. For Francesca Pastine's third exhibition, and 
second solo show with the gallery she further investigates working with her subscription 
to the New York Times and ARTFORUM magazines as material for her work. She is 
interested in the complexities between the relationship of form and information that exist 
in our interaction with printed media.  !
Pastine pushes far beyond the initial materials into complex manipulations of the actual 
magazine and then into new territory of creating photographs and then prints of her New 
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York Times sculptures. Her solo show includes both bodies of work united by the 
themes of totems and masks as "power objects".  
  
Pastine has intricately cut and folded pages from ARTFORUM magazines to create 
masks and totems. She did not actively seek to make the masks with any particular 
cultural reference in mind.  Instead, she relies on her imagination and subconscious 
images of "masks" held in her mind's eye. Through re-contextualizing and subverting 
the ARTFORUM magazine to her own ends, she conflates socio-economic and political 
conditions with her lived experience. In this way, she sees the masks as "power objects" 
that function in a similar way to ritual masks and totems. The original function of 
ARTFORUM as an authority of cultural production is thwarted and, instead, it becomes 
an object d'art that reads as a relic rather than a commentator. !
In the New York Times works, the subjects in her photographs are masks created from 
the New York Times "Market Gauge" pages. She embellished the newspaper pages 
with silver leaf, then folds and cuts them to create masks. She then photographs the 
finished masks using a 4 x 5 view camera and film. Integral to her process is using the 
view camera since that process is more hands-on and time intensive than digital media 
and thus the slow process informed the formalism of the photographs. She then scans 
the negatives and manipulates the image in Photoshop. She wanted the photographs to 
look mysterious and murky, as though they are documentations of an archeological dig 
from an earlier era. Her intention is to create an immediate emotional response and 
then have the masks slowly reveal themselves as artifacts of present-day financial 
systems.   !!
About the Artist 
Francesca Pastine is a visual artist and teacher living in San Francisco. Her work re-
contextualizes and subverts printed icons of cultural production as a way to conflate 
political conditions with her lived experience. Pastine is represented by Eleanor 
Harwood Gallery in San Francisc 
Francesca was born in New York, NY. She received a BFA from the San Francisco Art 
Institute 1993, and an MFA from the San Francisco Art Instate in 1996. She was the 
recipient of a Fleishhacker Grant in 2014, a Pollock Krasner Grant in 2009, and a Kala 
Fellowship in 2011. Her work has been shown at galleries, art spaces, and collections 
nationally and internationally. She had solo exhibitions at Pentimenti Gallery in 
Philadelphia and at Eleanor Harwood Gallery in San Francisco in 2015. In 2013, 
Pastine participated in a high profile group exhibit, "Rebound, Dissections and 
Excavations in Book Art," at the Halsey Institute of Contemporary Art in South Carolina. !
Pastine's work has been widely reviewed in many publications such as The Wall Street 
Journal, The San Francisco Chronicle, and The Philadelphia Inqirer. Her work was 
featured in the blog, In The Make, and in New American Paintings, 2010, Issue #91. 
Francesca has taught at the San Francisco Art Institute, The California College of the 
Arts, UC Berkeley Extension, City College of San Francisco, and Diablo Valley 
Community College. 



About Eleanor Harwood Gallery 
The Eleanor Harwood Gallery opened September 2006. The programming of the gallery 
focuses on emerging to mid-career artists exhibiting nationally and internationally. The 
roster includes artists that are represented in major American collections, and the 
gallery actively promotes and encourages career growth for represented artists. !
Location 
1295 Alabama Street 
San Francisco, CA 94110 !
Hours 
Wednesday-Thursday, 1-5 PM 
Friday-Saturday, 11 AM-6 PM 
And by appointment !
Contact 
(p) 415.867.7770 
(e) eleanor@eleanorharwood.com !


