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Samuel Levack and Jennifer Lewandowski 
‘Alternative Equinox’, 2014 

 
French Riviera presents the second part of Alternative Equinox, a moving image and architectural installation 
by artists Samuel Levack and Jennifer Lewandowski, occupying the indoor and outdoor spaces of the 
building. The exhibition will be accompanied by a performance programme hosted in the gallery curated by 
Attilia Fattori Franchini, featuring Berry Patten, Megan Rooney, Patrick Goddard and BADFOOD.  

 
309 Bethnal Green Road is of particular significance to Levack and Lewandowski as their former home. The 
work responds to this personal context and the wider issues around how artistic society functions in the 
modern global city of London, with the rising cost of living making alternative lifestyles increasingly difficult to 
sustain. The performances will feature responses to these ideas, acting as a bridge between the city street 
outside and the domestic home environment inside.  

 
The installation will include a new digital video, Alternative Equinox (2014), presenting dystopian and utopian 
visions as poetic cityscapes, together with portraits of friends in public spaces, shot on the spring and autumn 
equinoxes and evoking a nostalgic vision of freedom. The video will be presented as part of a site-specific 
immersive installation that will include paintings, sculptures, textiles and architectural interventions, creating a 
powerful sense of place in this totemic building. A specially commissioned text by writer and curator 
Francesca Gavin will accompany the exhibition. 

 
 

Performances: 
 

Friday 16 January, 7pm 
Berry Patten  berrypatten.co.uk 
Rivers and Tributary, a culinary performance exploring the physical and sensory aspects of forming 
relationships. Team building exercises will become offerings, inspired by ideas of successful partnerships, 
cooking, architecture and the sea. With special thanks to Lewis Dalton Gilbert, Cecily Bates and Robert 
Liddiment. 

 
Saturday 17 January, 5pm 
Megan Rooney  meganrooney.net 
Live reading and screening of Tilia americana, a recent Opening Times commission. 
 
Saturday 17 January, 6pm 
Patrick Goddard  patrickgoddard.co.uk 
No Ironic Tip of the Hat to Class Consciousness Can Save Us Now! A performance consisting of a poem, a 
story, and a song. 

 
Friday 23 January, 7pm 
BADFOOD  badfoodcv.tumblr.com 
Tyrannosaurus X.  An immersive installation and live performance specifically created for the gallery space. 
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Notes to editors: 
 
! The title of the project is inspired by the series of counterculture guidebooks, ‘Alternative London’ and 

‘Alternative England and Wales’, self-published by activist Nicholas Saunders during the 1970s and 
80s. 
 

! French Riviera is a gallery in Bethnal Green, East London, presented by artists Samuel Levack and 
Jennifer Lewandowski as an extension of their long-standing collaboration. Occupying a former shop on 
Bethnal Green Road, the gallery offers a platform to artists who are currently without representation in 
the UK. Artists shown by the gallery include Lisa Brice, Fabienne Hess, Lucy Woodhouse, Nicholas 
Pankhurst, Thomas Dozol and Leslie Kulesh. 

 
! Attilia Fattori Franchini is a curator based in London and co-founder of the online platforms 

bubblebyte.org and Opening Times. Her work explores networked cultures and the creation of hybrid 
platforms for the production and display of art. attiliaff.com  

 
! Berry Patten (born 1986, UK) is an artist based in London. Recent exhibitions and projects include Troy 

Town Art Pottery, ceramic residency, London (2014), Cyborgs, Hybrids, Chimeras, Hayward Touring 
exhibition, (2014), Zabludowicz Collection Invites, London (2013), Échange Écossais, Embassy, 
Edinburgh (2013), Chimera Q.T.E, Cell Project Space, London (2012-13). 

 
! Megan Rooney (born 1986, Canada) is an artist based in London. Recent exhibitions and performances 

include: An Evening of Performances, David Roberts Art Foundation, London (2014), Till the stars turn 
cold, S1 Artspace, Sheffield (2014), Affluent Insights, LimaZulu, London (2014), Pleasure Principals, 
Fondation Galeries Lafayette, Paris (2014), Der Leone have Sept Cabeça (with Quinn Latimer), CRAC, 
Alsace (2014), Pleasure and Charity – sharing in the experience, Art Gallery of Ontario, Toronto, 
(2014), and 0% Promise, SPACE, London (2013).  

 
! Tilia americana, commissioned by Opening Times in October 2014, is a set of five sequential, multi-

framed videos with an accompanying narrated text. tiliaamericana.otdac.org 
 

! Patrick Goddard (born 1984, UK) is an artist and writer based in London. Recent exhibitions and 
projects include: Revolver II, Matt’s Gallery, London (2014), Objective Considerations of Contemporary 
Phenomena, M.O.T. International Projects, London (2014), IV Moscow International Biennale of Young 
Art, Museum of Modern Art, Moscow (2014), Futurecamp, summer residency and 
APOCALIPSTIC, performance, Wysing Arts Centre, Cambridge, UK (2014). His debut graphic novel, 
Operation Paperclip, was launched at Matt’s Gallery, London, in June 2014. 

 
! BADFOOD consists of three London based artists who have been collaborating since September 2012. 

BADFOOD have recently performed at the Rio Cinema, Southard Reid, Dig Space and the Saatchi 
Gallery. Each performance is site specific and generates from the diverse elements presented along 
with it, immersing the audience into a psycho-magical remix of sound and colours. 

 


