
 

 
 
 
 

BLACK BOX: SHARON HAYES PRESENTS   
ACCLAIMED DOCUMENTARY RICERCHE: THREE 

 

Hayes returns to her native Baltimore in April for JHU residency  
 

BALTIMORE, MD (January 30, 2015)—Artist Sharon Hayes, renowned for her politically charged live 

performances and video works, ignites an engrossing, candid conversation about sexuality and gender identity 

for her video Ricerche: three, on view March 15 through October 11, 2015.   

 

In Hayes’ fascinating, 38-minute video, the artist is both documentarian and interviewer, asking a diverse group 

of students at an all-women’s college in western Massachusetts questions such as: “Is sex important to you?,” 

“Are you a Don Juan?,” and “Can you be more sexually free here than politically or intellectually?” The women’s 

increasing candor as the interview progresses captivates viewers. Ricerche: three was inspired by Pier Paolo 

Pasolini’s 1964 film Comizi d’amore (Love Meetings), a feature-length documentary exploring Italians’ attitudes 

about sex.  The work received a special mention from the Golden Lion award committee at the 2013 Venice 

Biennale.  

 
Born and raised in Baltimore, Hayes revisited her 

hometown in fall 2014 for the first portion of a residency 

at The Johns Hopkins University Center for Advanced 

Media Studies. In April 2015, the artist will return to JHU 

to continue her residency. Hayes expects that her time in 

Baltimore will also inform another installment of what 

she intends to be an on-going series of works titled 

Ricerche, meaning ‘research’ in Italian. 

 

Black Box: Sharon Hayes is the BMA’s third collaboration  

with JHU’s Center for Advanced Media Studies, which brings internationally recognized media artists to 

Baltimore. This year’s project includes a new partner—JHU’s Museums in Society program, extending the reach 

of the artist’s topical examination of collegiate sexual identity.   

 

Hayes’ work has been exhibited internationally in prestigious exhibition and performance venues, including the 

Whitney Museum of American Art, New Museum, the Guggenheim Museum, P.S. 1 Contemporary Art Center, 

and Tate Modern in London. Hayes is an Assistant Professor at the Cooper Union. 

 
Black Box: Sharon Hayes is curated by Kristen Hileman, Curator of Contemporary Art, and presented in 

collaboration with The Johns Hopkins University’s Center for Advanced Media Studies and the Museums in 

Society program.  

—more— 

Sharon Hayes. Still from Ricerche: three. 2013. ©Sharon Hayes. 
Courtesy the artist and Tanya Leighton Gallery, Berlin.  
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ABOUT THE BALTIMORE MUSEUM OF ART 

Founded in 1914, the BMA is home to an internationally renowned collection of 19th-century, modern, and 

contemporary art. Among its 90,000 objects is the largest holding of works by Henri Matisse in the world; 

European and American fine and decorative arts and textiles; prints and drawings from the 15th-century to the 

present; works by established and emerging contemporary artists; objects from Africa, Asia, the Ancient 

Americas, and Pacific Islands; and two beautifully landscaped sculpture gardens. The museum is currently 

undergoing a $28 million phased renovation to improve the visitor experience that debuted with the 

contemporary wing reopening in November 2012. The Merrick Historic Entrance, American art galleries, and 

Zamoiski East Entrance reopened during the museum’s 100th anniversary in 2014. Renovations to the African 

and Asian art galleries and a new learning and creativity center will be completed in 2015. Since 2006, the BMA 

has eliminated general admission fees so that everyone can enjoy the power of art. 
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