
Closed: Mondays (except May 4)   Opening Hours: 11:00 to 19:00 (open till 21:00 on Wednesdays) 
Admission Fee：Adult 1,000 yen / Student ( under 25 years)  800 yen / 
Elementary and Junior-high school student 500yen / Adult over 70years 700yen　
a two-person ticket  1600 yen / a two-student ticket  1200 yen
＊Ticket with signature is valid throughout the exhibition period.

Organizer / Venue：WATARI-UM, The Watari Museum of Contemporary Art
3-7-6 Jingumae Shibuya-ku Tokyo 150-0001 Japan
Tel:03-3402-3001  Fax:03-3405-7714   Email: official@watarium.co.jp  http://www.watarium.co.jp

to the north, 
from here  
naoki ishikawa 
           ＋ 
yoshitomo nara

January 25 Sun. – May 10 Sun., 2015

Yoshitomo Nara  「Reindeer Keeper」 
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Naoki Ishikawa  「ARCHIPELAGO」 
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Naoki Ishikawa 「SHOES」 
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Yoshitomo Nara「Shoes 」 
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When I first met Mr. Nara, I never thought I 
would go on a journey together like this.
The map within myself was redrawn one by 
one through the acquaintance of people and 
places which I would have never been able to 
make on my own.

Aomori and Hokkaido, situated at the edge of 
Japan was the doorway to the Northern lands.
Sakhalin is situated at the east end of a great 
country addressed Russia, but it was actually 
an island with doors open to both the north and 
south.

Brought to the north land by coincidence rather 
than following my own will, a new world 
stretched out before my eyes that I have never 
seen.
As  I glanced back, even the place where I once 
stood seemed to appear completely different.
I have hope to share even if only a hint of this 
i n v a l u a b l e  p a t h  o f  j o u r n e y  t h r o u g h  
photography.

Naoki Ishikawa 

I cant recall what triggered me.
Maybe I stepped forward at a whim
"Perhaps I'll try visiting places named by the 
Ainu language in Aomori and Hokkaido."
This became my expedition to Aomori, toward 
Hokkaido,
ending up a little further into Sakhalin.

Being unable to recall what triggered me, the 
final destination remained ambiguous,
as I found myself going north, and further more 
north with Ishikawa.

Encountering people and scenery, with the life 
and history revealed from them.
What was it that captured my heart, what was 
on my mind when I released the shutter?
How far have I been able to proceed from 
where I used to be?
One thing I am certain about, is that I have 
begun perceiving northward from that point.
Yes, to the north, from here.

Yoshitomo Nara



Naoki Ishikawa 
Born in Tokyo, 1977. Photographer. Completed Doctoral Program in the 
Faculty of Fine Arts at Tokyo University of the Arts. Takes interest in the 
realm of anthropology and ethnology, and has produced work through 
traveling from remote regions to the city. He has received the 
Newcomer’ s Award by the Photographic Society of Japan, and Kodansha 
Cultural Award for his works “NEW DIMENSION” (AKAAKA Art Publishing 
Inc) and “POLAR” (Little more Co., Ltd.). Prized the Domon Ken Award for  
“CORONA” (SEIDOSHA., Inc.). He has published many books including 
“Saigo no Boukenka (The Last Adventurer)” (SHUEISHA Inc.) prized with 
Kaiko Takeshi Non-Fiction Award. Recent publishing includes a series of 
photo-books focusing on the 8000m peak of the Himalayas, “Lhotse”, 
“Qomolangma”, “Manaslu”, and “Makalu” (SLANT). New publications 
include “KUNISAKI PENINSULA”, and “HAIR” (SEIDOSHA., Inc.).

Yoshitomo Nara 
Born in Hirosaki-city, Aomori in 1959. Artist. Completed Master's Degree 
Program at Aichi Prefectural University of Fine Arts and Music in 1987. 
Moved to Germany in 1988 to study at Kunstakademie Düsseldorf 
(German State Academy of Arts), Düsseldorf.  Lived and worked in 
Cologne from 1994, and returned to Japan in 2000. Recent exhibitions 
include "a bit like you and me … " Yokohama Museum of Art, Kanagawa; 
Aomori Museum of Art, Aomori; Contemporary Art Museum Kumamoto, 
Japan (traveled through 2013); "The Little Little House in The Blue 
Woods" Towada Art Center, Aomori, Japan. He has also been publishing 
photo work that captures his day-to-day creative practice, landscape 
and people as seen through his eyes. Photo monographs: the good, the 
bad, the average … and unique (Little More, 2003); Yoshitomo Nara 
Photo Book, 2003-2013 (Kodansha, 2013)

Naoki Ishikawa   

01-03  Naoki Ishikawa 
「ARCHIPELAGO」 
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04-07  Yoshitomo Nara 
04 「Nivkh Girl with Bobbed Hair」  05 「Mr. Okuda」  06 「 Nivkh Girl in Pigtails 」  
07「Twosome 」    
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Yoshitomo Nara



Exhibition Content (planned)

2F Photo albums of the two in their childhood.
 Exhibition of Naoki Ishikawa’s folkloric photos and photos to look into Yoshitomo 
            Nara’s origin.

3F Planned exhibition of commodities such as their shoes and diary, backpack, books,
            records as well as tools used for creations.

4F Exhibition centralized on their photography during the trip from 
            Aomori to Sakhalin.
 3 Trips
        ①  June 23rd ~ June 27th 2014 【Aomori】
　　　 A journey to visit places named by the Ainu language in Shimokita Peninsula and Tsugaru Peninsula
　　　　 （The Usuri Lake, Mt. Osorezan, Siranuka, Kamaya (Hebiura), Sai Village, Usitaki, Mt. Nuidoyama, 
 Shiretoko of Wakinosawa in Mutsu-shi, and others)

        ②  July 4th ~ July 10th 2014  【Hokkaido】
　　　　 A journey to visit the Kosamayn festival in Mt. Iouzan near Hakodate, and lands related to the Ainu 
 in Sapporo, Shiretoko, Shari and Utoro

        ③  August 21st ~ August 30th 2014  【Sakhalin】
　　　　 A visit to the reindeer festival “Kurei” near the Dimauz river distanced 80km from Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk 
 and Nogliki, the Otas Forest in Poronaisk, historic sites of former Japan, former Oji Paper Company,
 meeting Mr. Choji Okuda and Ms. Raisa (people of the Nivkh), and traveling around Yuzhno-Sakhalinsk 
 and Korsakov referring to the map with former Japanese place names such as Dolinsk, Starodubskoe 
 (Sakaehama), the site of Kawakami coal mine, and site of the Ainu village.

Related Events
○ January 25th (sun.)  Opening Talk “to the north, from here” by: Naoki Ishikawa ＋ Yoshitomo Nara
They will narrate on the trip which became the trigger for this exhibition and reveal what they saw and thought alongside a slide show.

○ January 30th (fri.) ”Big chorus of Upopo” by: MAREWREW
A concert ＋workshop by a female vocal group taking action under the theme of the regeneration and handing down the traditional music 
of the Ainu.

We have events such as the above planned during the exhibition period. Please inquire WATARI-UM for 
further information.

サハリン

Sakhalin

Organizer / Venue：WATARI-UM, The Watari Museum of Contemporary Art
3-7-6 Jingumae Shibuya-ku Tokyo 150-0001 Japan
Tel:03-3402-3001  Fax:03-3405-7714   Email: official@watarium.co.jp  http://www.watarium.co.jp


