
 
 
 
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
January 5, 2015 
 

The Contemporary Art Gallery presents the a new film installation  
by German artist Grace Schwindt and a performance piece by Lotte van den Berg 

 
 
NEW EXHIBITION 
 
Grace Schwindt 
Only A Free Individual Can Create A Free Society 
January 22 to February 15, 2015 
 
Opening reception: Thursday, January 22, 7-10pm. 
Presented with PuSh International Performing Arts Festival. 
 
Only A Free Individual Can Create A Free Society is a new feature length film installation 
by German artist Grace Schwindt which revisits discussions she witnessed as a child 
surrounded by individuals in Frankfurt, Germany.  
 
As the product of an extensive rehearsal period with eleven dancers and a dramaturge 
over a period of five weeks, using diagrams to map out a detailed choreography, 
Schwindt constructs her own processes of translating language into vivid material, 
choreographing dancers, set, props, costume, lighting, sound, camera movement and 
words as elementary forms carrying symbolic power. The film features highly coloured 
and geometric costumes, as well as extensive post-production, to create a narrative that 
questions how freedom was, and is, understood, who has access to it and what political 
and social structures need to be in place to create a free society. 
 
The dialogue running throughout the film is from an interview that Schwindt conducted 
with a left-wing activist influenced by the 1960s and 1970s political landscape, shaped 
by the Frankfurt School, the Outer Parliamentary Opposition and the Baader Meinhof 
Gang. Rather than aiming to gain a better understanding of the past, Schwindt attempts 
to take a system apart — to undo it. Nothing is assumed to be neutral and every 
movement, word, gesture or colour is understood to have cultural, social, political or 
economic implications.  
 
The film is presented within its own space, the gallery room dynamically subdivided by a 
huge curtain of multi-coloured ribbons. As part of this installation the exhibition also 



includes a newly commissioned sculptural piece, redolent of images pictured in the film. 
Constructed from salt crystals, bronze and ceramic, it has a bodily suggestion, evoking a 
sense of place and subject through its shape, materiality and form.  
 
Only a Free Individual Can Create a Free Society’ was commissioned by FLAMIN 
Productions through Film London Artists’ Moving Image Network, Eastside Projects, 
Birmingham; The Showroom, London; Badischer Kunstverein; Contemporary Art Gallery, 
Vancouver; Site Gallery, Sheffield; Tramway, Glasgow; ICIA, University of Bath; and Zeno 
X Gallery. Supported by Arts Council England, Hessian Film Fund and The Jerwood 
Charitable Foundation. 
 
BIO 
Grace Schwindt (born 1979, Germany) is an artist based in London working with film, live 
performance and sculpture. Her theatrical sets for film works use minimal architectural 
elements and props to mark a location, in which she places bodies including her own. 
Using a tightly scripted choreography in which every move relates to institutionalised 
systems she investigates how social relations and understandings about oneself are 
formed, often through acts of exclusion and destruction. The artist’s interviews with 
individuals often serve as a starting point for fictionalised dialogues delivered by 
performers. Represented by Zeno X Gallery in Antwerp, her work is distributed by Argos 
Centre for Media and Art. Recent solo presentations include South London Gallery, ICA, 
Whitechapel Gallery, Spill Festival, Basement (Brighton), Collective Gallery (Edinburgh) 
and White Columns (New York). Schwindt was shortlisted for this year’s Jarman Film 
Award. 
 
Lotte van den Berg 
Cinema Imaginaire 
February 4 to 6, 3pm and February 7 to 8, 10:30am and 3pm 
Presented with PuSh International Performing Arts Festival. 

110-750 Hamilton Street (meeting point) 
150 min, no intermission, $36 
www.ticketstonight.ca 
604 605 8284 ext. 200 
 
With Cinema Imaginaire, van den Berg gives us is a sensory adventure, a reminder of 
how much our perception can be altered, and, on a simpler level, a reintroduction to the 
pleasures of the senses.  
 
This performance happens in small groups, at an outdoor location. Given a series of 
assignments — say, focusing on a given object, or watching a certain person walk down 
the street – participants may gain a sense of how sight has been conditioned over a 
lifetime. One may realize, with dismay, how little you actually notice of what crosses your 



eyes every day. By taking part, one may discover something beautiful, even revelatory, 
that you’ve ignored a thousand times in your life.  
 
There’s beauty all around us — all you have to do is look.  
 
Please note: This performance involves walking, and takes place in parts outdoors, rain 
or shine. 
 
Lotte van den Berg works in the realms of theatre, cinema and dance, performing in 
North America, Europe and Africa. Her work is defined by its concern for everyday reality 
and for uniting theatre and audiences. Her current projects are Cinema Imaginaire and 
Building Conversation; in both works audience members become active participants. 
Past works include Les Spectateurs (2010) and Agoraphobia (2011–2012). 
 
Creator: Lotte van den Berg | Dramaturg: Sodja Lotker | Guide: Howard Lotker | 
Producer: Antwan Cornelissen | Publicity: Karin van de Wiel | Manager: Anneke Tonen | 
Location Scouts: Other Sites* Developed in collaboration with Het Huis Utrecht and part 
of Festivals in Transition / Global City Local City with support of the Culture Programme 
of the European Union. Funded by the City of Utrecht and the KfHeinfun. Supported by 
Performing Arts Fund NL. 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS:  
 
1. Public Events: Exhibition Opening & Public Programmes 
Opening reception: Thursday, January 22, 7-10pm. 
Public opening and celebration of the exhibition. Artist in attendance. 
Opening reception sponsor: Kronenbourg 1664 and E & J Gallo Winery Canada 
 
2. Artist Talk -  
Grace Schwindt 
Emily Carr University of Art + Design 
Room 301, 1399 Johnston St, Vancouver 
Monday, January 19, 6pm 
 
3. Downtown Gallery Tours 
Saturday, January 31, 1–3pm 
Join us for an afternoon of guided tours at Audain Gallery, SFU; Satellite Gallery and 
Contemporary Art Gallery. Meet us at Audain Gallery at 1 pm for a tour of Geometry of 
Knowing Part 2 led by curator Amy Kazymerchyk; 2 pm at Satellite Gallery for a tour of 
Mainstreeters: Taking Advantage, 1972–1982 led by curators Allison Collins and Michael 
Turner, and 3pm at Contemporary Art Gallery for a tour of exhibitions by Grace Schwindt 
and Krista Belle Stewart led by CAG Director, Nigel Prince and CAG Curator, Learning 
and Public Programs, Shaun Dacey. 



 
4. Feedback Series  
This series invites cultural and critical producers to present thoughts and ideas rooted in 
their own interests and practices, and invites audiences to join in the conversations that 
will explore relevant contemporary issues, theories, ideas and culture. 

Gabrielle Moser 
Monday, January 26, 7pm 
Gabrielle Moser is a writer, educator and curator based in Toronto. She regularly 
contributes to artforum.com, and her writing has appeared in Art in America, ARTnews, 
Fillip, Photography & Culture and the Journal of Visual Culture. She has curated 
exhibitions for Access Gallery, Gallery TPW, Xpace and Vtape. Moser holds a PhD in art 
history and visual culture from York University and teaches at OCAD University. She will 
respond to the works of Grace Schwindt and Krista Belle Stewart. 
 
Zora McMillan 
Sunday, February 1, 2pm 
Zora McMillan is an assistant curator at the Nisga’a Museum. She will discuss her 
ongoing project of connecting repatriated Nisga’a objects with the community’s oral 
histories. 
 
5. FREE Multi-Language Guided Visits –  
Lindsay Lachance - Sunday, February, 8, 3pm. A guided visit of the exhibitions in 
French. 
Mike Bourscheid - Saturday, February 14, 3pm. A guided visit in German. 
Avelina Crespo - Sunday, February 15, 1pm. A tour of current exhibitions on display in 
Spanish.  
Jill Henderson - Sunday, February 15, 3pm CAG Communications Coordinator, Jill 
Henderson tours the works on display and explores the history of the CAG. 
 
6. FREE CAG Family Days - Last Saturday of every month:  Saturday, January 31, 
12–3pm 
On the last Saturday of every month, the CAG invites all ages to drop-in for short 
exhibition tours and free art marking activities that respond to current exhibitions. In 
partnership with ArtStarts on Saturdays. ADMISSION is FREE. We acknowledge the 
generous support of the Hamber Foundation for our Family Day program. For more 
details regarding these and all public programs at the Contemporary Art Gallery visit the 
events page at www.contemporaryartgallery.ca  
 
7. About the Contemporary Art Gallery 
Established in 1971 the Contemporary Art Gallery is the longest standing free public art 
gallery in Vancouver dedicated exclusively to presenting contemporary art. By the early 
1990s the programme expanded providing some of the first institutional exhibitions for 

http://www.contemporaryartgallery.ca/


many important Vancouver artists, including Brian Jungen, Germaine Koh and Steven 
Shearer. The Contemporary Art Gallery is a publicly funded institution, generously 
supported by the Canada Council for the Arts, the City of Vancouver and the Province of 
BC through the BC Arts Council and the BC Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch. We 
are very grateful for this support and that we receive from the Vancouver Foundation and 
our members, donors and volunteers. 
                                                                    -ENDS- 
 
For high resolution imagery or more information please contact:         
Jill Henderson, Communications Coordinator 
T: 604.681.2700 E: j.henderson@contemporaryartgallery.ca  W: 
www.contemporaryartgallery.ca 

 

Contemporary Art Gallery - 555 Nelson Street, Vancouver, BC V6B 6R5  
Hours: Tues – Sun: 12 – 6 pm. FREE ADMISSION 
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