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The Contemporary Art Gallery presents a major solo exhibition in Canada  
by artist Krista Belle Stewart 

 
NEW EXHIBITIONS 
 
Krista Belle Stewart 
Motion and Moment Always 
 
January 23 to February 15, 2015 
Opening reception: Thursday, January 22, 7-10pm. 
 
The Contemporary Art Gallery presents the first solo exhibition of Canadian artist Krista 
Belle Stewart, the culmination of fall 2014 residencies at the Nisga’a Museum and 
Western Front comprising new works developed in Nisga’a and at her ancestral home in 
Douglas Lake, BC.   

Stewart’s practice reclaims personal and cultural narratives from archival material, 
situating them in dialogue with contemporary Indigenous discourse and engaging the 
complexities of intention and interpretation. Within this reframing of documents, 
Stewart’s new installation considers First Nations women’s self-representation and 
sovereignty. Central to the exhibition is an ongoing project, a bucket filled with distinctive 
dried clay from land owned by Stewart on the Douglas Lake reservation, and passed 
down to her from her mother’s family. Not only is this a physical connection to her 
heritage but also a poetic response to the continued dispossession of First Nations 
women’s land rights.  

Working with her own personal stories and those of the women she met in Nisga’a, 
Stewart investigates how cultural knowledge is created and exchanged, weaving 
together new lens-based works with archival photographs and objects from the Nisga’a 
Museum. These include an image originally shot by Benjamin Haldane, a Tsimshian 
photographer from Alaska, picturing a Nisga’a woman in a full chief’s regalia surrounded 
by men dressed in traditional and western clothing. Typical of his work, it offers an 



example of First Nations self-representation, a counter to the more usual colonial-
settler’s gaze. 

There is a kinship between Haldane’s and Stewart’s practices through the production of 
complex and diverse documents of First Nations self-representation. Within this Stewart 
infiltrates narratives of colonial culture and reasserts connections to pre-colonial 
traditions while considering the tensions present between institutions as colonial 
support structures and as living entities shaped by the community they represent. 

BIO 
Krista Belle Stewart is a member of the Upper Nicola Band of the Okanagan Nation, living 
and working in Vancouver and Brooklyn. Group exhibitions include Fiction/Non-fiction at 
The Esker Foundation, Calgary (2013) and Music from the New Wilderness, Western 
Front, Vancouver (2014). At Western Front, Stewart produced a collaborative multimedia 
performance working with, circa 1918, wax-cylinder recordings by anthropologist James 
Alexander Teit of her great-grandmother, Terese Kaimetko. A string quartet responded 
live to Stewart’s loops of these traditional Okanagan songs presented alongside visual 
projections. Most recently, Stewart was commissioned by the City of Vancouver as part 
of the “Year of Reconciliation," Public Art Project at the entrance to the Canada Line City 
Centre Station at Granville and Georgia where Stewart’s Her Story (2014), a public photo 
mural and video installation, utilized footage of a 1967 CBC documentary entitled 
Seraphine: Her Own Story, a scripted interpretation of her mother’s journey from 
residential school to becoming BC’s first Aboriginal public health nurse. This work was 
also exhibited in Where Does it Hurt? at Artspeak (2014). Stewart juxtaposes the 1967 
film, in which her mother plays herself, alongside a video of her mother’s 2013 Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission interview, generating a conversation between depiction and 
lived experience. 

This project is made possible with the generous support provided by the First Peoples’ 
Cultural Council, British Columbia Arts Council, the Nisga’a Nation through the Nisga’a 
Lisims Government. Production was supported through a Media Arts Residency at the 
Western Front. Additional assistance provided by Budget Car and Truck Rental, 
Terrace. 

NOTES TO EDITORS:  
 
1. Public Events: Exhibition Opening & Public Programmes 
Opening reception: Thursday, January 22, 7-10pm. 
Public opening and celebration of the exhibition. Artist in attendance. 
Opening reception sponsor: Kronenbourg 1664 and E & J Gallo Winery Canada 



 
2. Artist Talk -  
Krista Belle Stewart in Conversation with Dory Nason 
Western Front, 303 East 8th Avenue, Vancouver 
Thursday, January 29, 7pm 

3. Downtown Gallery Tours 
Saturday, January 31, 1–3pm 
Join us for an afternoon of guided tours at Audain Gallery, SFU; Satellite Gallery and 
Contemporary Art Gallery. Meet us at Audain Gallery at 1 pm for a tour of Geometry of 
Knowing Part 2 led by curator Amy Kazymerchyk; 2 pm at Satellite Gallery for a tour of 
Mainstreeters: Taking Advantage, 1972–1982 led by curators Allison Collins and Michael 
Turner, and 3pm at Contemporary Art Gallery for a tour of exhibitions by Grace Schwindt 
and Krista Belle Stewart led by CAG Director, Nigel Prince and CAG Curator, Learning 
and Public Programs, Shaun Dacey. 
 
4. Feedback Series  
This series invites cultural and critical producers to present thoughts and ideas rooted in 
their own interests and practices, and invites audiences to join in the conversations that 
will explore relevant contemporary issues, theories, ideas and culture. 

Gabrielle Moser 
Monday, January 26, 7pm 
Gabrielle Moser is a writer, educator and curator based in Toronto. She regularly 
contributes to artforum.com, and her writing has appeared in Art in America, ARTnews, 
Fillip, Photography & Culture and the Journal of Visual Culture. She has curated 
exhibitions for Access Gallery, Gallery TPW, Xpace and Vtape. Moser holds a PhD in art 
history and visual culture from York University and teaches at OCAD University. She will 
respond to the works of Grace Schwindt and Krista Belle Stewart. 
 
Zora McMillan 
Sunday, February 1, 2pm 
Zora McMillan is an assistant curator at the Nisga’a Museum. She will discuss her 
ongoing project of connecting repatriated Nisga’a objects with the community’s oral 
histories. 
 
5. FREE Multi-Language Guided Visits –  
Lindsay Lachance - Sunday, February, 8, 3pm. A guided visit of the exhibitions in 
French. 
Mike Bourscheid - Saturday, February 14, 3pm. A guided visit in German. 
Avelina Crespo - Sunday, February 15, 1pm. A tour of current exhibitions on display in 
Spanish.  



Jill Henderson - Sunday, February 15, 3pm CAG Communications Coordinator, Jill 
Henderson tours the works on display and explores the history of the CAG. 
 
6. FREE CAG Family Days - Last Saturday of every month:  Saturday, January 31, 
12–3pm 
On the last Saturday of every month, the CAG invites all ages to drop-in for short 
exhibition tours and free art marking activities that respond to current exhibitions. In 
partnership with ArtStarts on Saturdays. ADMISSION is FREE. We acknowledge the 
generous support of the Hamber Foundation for our Family Day program. For more 
details regarding these and all public programs at the Contemporary Art Gallery visit the 
events page at www.contemporaryartgallery.ca  
 
7. About the Contemporary Art Gallery 
Established in 1971 the Contemporary Art Gallery is the longest standing free public art 
gallery in Vancouver dedicated exclusively to presenting contemporary art. By the early 
1990s the programme expanded providing some of the first institutional exhibitions for 
many important Vancouver artists, including Brian Jungen, Germaine Koh and Steven 
Shearer. The Contemporary Art Gallery is a publicly funded institution, generously 
supported by the Canada Council for the Arts, the City of Vancouver and the Province of 
BC through the BC Arts Council and the BC Gaming Policy and Enforcement Branch. We 
are very grateful for this support and that we receive from the Vancouver Foundation and 
our members, donors and volunteers. 
                                                                    -ENDS- 
 
For high resolution imagery or more information please contact:         
Jill Henderson, Communications Coordinator 
T: 604.681.2700 E: j.henderson@contemporaryartgallery.ca  W: 
www.contemporaryartgallery.ca 

 

Contemporary Art Gallery - 555 Nelson Street, Vancouver, BC V6B 6R5  
Hours: Tues – Sun: 12 – 6 pm. FREE ADMISSION 
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