
 

 

 

 

John Gerrard: FARM  

Private view: 6 February 6.30-8.30 pm 

Exhibition dates: 7 February - 21 March, 2014 

A panel discussion ‘Enter the Cybercattle’ led by Robin MacKaye / Urbanomic will be held at 3 Duke 

Street on 3 March.  

 

  

 “Gerrard uses technology to remind us that we are living in an increasingly simulated reality, one that we 

have imagined into being and are continuously recalibrating.” 

Becker, Carol, 'Here Comes the Sun' Art in America, December 2014.   

 

 Thomas Dane Gallery is pleased to present a second solo exhibition by Irish artist, John Gerrard 

(b. Dublin 1974) consisting of two new works. Gerrard is widely regarded as a pioneer of digital media. 

Deceptively looking like film or video, his works are simulations - virtual worlds, made using real-time 

computer graphics, a technology developed by the military and now used extensively in the gaming 

industry. Often exploring geographically isolated locations – be they the agrarian American Great Plains, 

remote reaches of the Gobi Desert, or sites of military exercises in Djibouti - the works frequently refer to 

structures of power and networks of energy that have coincided with the expansion of human endeavor in 

the past century.   In Gerrard’s two new works, hyper-technology meets this sense of isolation again. 

   

In early 2014, following his denial of access by Google Inc, Gerrard hired a helicopter and 

produced a detailed photographic survey of one the key physical sites of the internet - a Google data server 

building in Oklahoma, also known as a ‘data farm’. This survey was the starting point of his new work 

entitled Farm (Pryor Creek, Oklahoma), 2015. It features a simulated ‘twin’ of the squat building flanked 

by diesel generators and powerful cooling towers.  The work extends Gerrard’s ‘Grow Finish Unit’ series, 

which focuses on architecturally similar, computer-controlled pork production units in the Midwestern 

USA.  

 

Solar Reserve (Tonopah, Nevada), 2014 is shown for the first time outside the US, following its 

dramatic presentation in Lincoln Centre Plaza by the Public Art Fund in late 2014.  Shown here as a large-

scale projection, the work is a painstakingly accurate, virtual portrait of a functioning solar power plant. 

Ten thousand concentrically arranged monumental mirrors move in real-time according to the sun’s 

position.  This virtual scene was created with a team of programmers using a sophisticated massive world 

simulation engine that situates the sun, moon and stars as they appear at the actual Nevada site over the 

course of a year. As this virtual world rotates on the earth’s axis throughout a 24 hour day, the perspective 

of the viewer gradually shifts from ground level to satellite view every hour, so that no view is precisely 

the same at any point during the course of the exhibition. 

 

Recent solo presentations of Gerrard’s work include Solar Reserve, Lincoln Centre in association with the 

Public Art Fund, NYC. USA (2014), Dialogue (John Gerrard / David Claerbout), MuHKA, Antwerp, 

Belgium (2014) Exercise, Borusan Contemporary, Istanbul, Turkey (2014), Pulp Press (Kistefos), site - 

specific commission for Kistefos Museet, Norway, (2013), Exercise (Djibouti), for Modern Art Oxford, 

Oxford, UK (2012) Infinite Freedom Exercise, Manchester International Festival, Manchester, UK (2011). 

Gerrard’s work is in private and museum collections internationally, including Tate, London ; Pinakotek 

der Moderne , Munich; Irish Museum of Modern Art, Dublin; Fondation Louis Vuitton, Paris; Hirshhorn 

Museum and Sculpture Garden, Washington; SFMoMA, San Francisco; Inhotim, Brumadinho, Brazil. 

 



 

 

 

An opening reception will take place on 6 February from 6.30-8.30 pm at 3 & 11 Duke Street, St. James’s. 

Exhibition dates: 7 February - 21 March, 2014.  

Gallery Hours: Tuesday to Friday 10am-6pm, Saturday 12pm-6pm.  Admission Free.  

Tel: +44 (0) 20 79252505. Nearest Tube: Green Park or Piccadilly Circus. 

 

A panel discussion ‘Enter the Cybercattle’ led by Robin Mackay / Urbanomic will be held at 3 Duke Street 

on 3 March. Admission free.  For more information, please contact Saskia@thomasdane.com or visit 

urbanomic.com 

 

For sales enquiries please contact Martine d’Anglejan-Chatillon Martine@thomasdane.com. 

For press inquiries please contact Elli Resvanis - Elli@thomasdane.com. 

For more information on Solar Reserve (Tonopah, Nevada), 2014 at the Lincoln Center: 

https://publicartfund.org/view/exhibitions/6048_john_gerrard_solar_reserve 

 

 


