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Monumental Exterior Video Series Features Work of Marco Rios  
On view December 5, 2014–February 4, 2015 

October 30, 2014 (St. Louis, MO) – The Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis (CAM) 
presents At Loulou’s Door, a single channel projection by Los Angeles-based artist 
Marco Rios, as the latest installment of its Street Views series of exterior video 
works. Projected on the Museum’s Washington Boulevard facade, the video is on 
view from dusk to midnight every night from December 5, 2014, through February 4, 
2015. Seemingly perched upon the exterior of the Museum, Loulou—a luminously 
colored parrot—brightens the cityscape, providing viewers with a sense of the absurd 
and humorous as they encounter the seventeen-foot-high bird, moving in real time at 
a monumental scale. 
 
With wry humor and a film noir sensibility, Marco Rios uses diverse sources from pop 
culture, art history, literature, cinema, and the everyday to investigate the presence of 
kitsch, paranoia, death, and love within our culture. At Loulou’s Door brings to life the 
final passages of Gustave Flaubert’s tragic 1877 novella, Un coeur simple, 
embodying several of Flaubert’s literary and autobiographical references, including 
the parrot belonging to the novella’s protagonist and the taxidermied parrot the 
author kept on his desk.  
 
The novella tells the story of Félicité, a devoutly spiritual and altruistic servant, who 
retains her unwavering virtues despite a life characterized by sorrowful events. The 
reader learns of Loulou, Félicité’s bird, with whom the protagonist holds a complex 
relationship: “At church, she always contemplated the Holy Spirit and noticed that it 
had the look of a parrot.” Flaubert concludes his text with Félicité on her deathbed 
where she “believed she saw, in the heavens as they opened, a gigantic parrot flying 
above her head.” 
 
Similarly, in At Loulou’s Door, the parrot transcends its corporeal existence and can 
be understood as a symbolic and omnipresent being. The bird’s tentative gait and 

Marco Rios: At Loulou’s Door, 2013. HD video loop, edition of 3 + 2 APs. Courtesy the artist and Simon 
Preston Gallery, New York. 
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fixed spatial boundaries create an underlying tone of uncertainty and a palpable 
fragility—at odds with its massive scale. Rios’s avian subject becomes a conduit to 
explore the human condition, replete with its darker physical, visceral, and absurd 
realities.   
 
Marco Rios (b. 1975, Los Angeles) lives and works in Los Angeles. He received his 
BFA from Otis College of Art and Design and his MFA from the University of 
California, Irvine. Recent exhibitions include Simon Preston, New York, LA><ART, 
Los Angeles, and, with Kara Tanaka, Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, San 
Francisco. He was also included in Let Them Eat LACMA at the Los Angeles County 
Museum of Art, This is Killing Me at the Massachusetts Museum of Contemporary 
Art, North Adams, and the 2008 California Biennial at the Orange County Museum of 
Art, Newport Beach. 
 
Marco Rios: At Loulou’s Door is organized for the Contemporary Art Museum St. 
Louis by Jeffrey Uslip, Chief Curator. Special thanks to Pulitzer Arts Foundation.  
 
Access images for media use here. 
 
 
Related Events 
 
Press & Patron Preview: Spring 
Exhibitions 
Friday, January 16, 10:00 am 
Join exhibiting artists and CAM 
curators for an exclusive introduction 
to the exhibitions. RSVP to Ida McCall at 
314.535.0770 x311 or imccall@camstl.org. 
 
Opening Night: Spring Exhibitions 
Friday, January 16 
Member Preview: 6:00 pm 
Public Reception: 7:00–9:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 

Also On View this Spring 
 
Joe Goode 
January 16–April 11, 2015 
 
Jesse Howard: Thy Kingdom Come 
January 16–April 11, 2015 
 
Barnaby Furnas 
January 16–April 11, 2015 
 
Ulla von Brandenburg: Wagon Wheel 
January 16–April 11, 2015 
 
Toyin Odutola: Untold Stories 
January 16–February 28, 2015 
 
Geta Brătescu 
March 6–April 11, 2015 
 

About the Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis 
The Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis (CAM) presents, supports, and celebrates 
the art of our time. It is the premier museum in St. Louis dedicated to contemporary 
art. Focused on a dynamic array of changing exhibitions, CAM provides a thought-
provoking program that reflects and contributes to the global cultural landscape. 
Through the diverse perspectives offered in its exhibitions, public programs, and 
educational initiatives, CAM actively engages a range of audiences to challenge their 
perceptions. It is a site for discovery, a gathering place in which to experience and 
enjoy contemporary visual culture. CAM is located in Grand Center, a world-class 
arts and entertainment district in the heart of St. Louis. 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/8yw3pf92na52fma/AACH2ZTDXPSb9VVNgsgPNMava?dl=0
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