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New exhibition opens March 10 @ James Watrous Gallery: 

Waterways: Sarah FitzSimons, Marsha McDonald, John Miller 

MADISON–Waterways includes three Wisconsin artists - Sarah FitzSimons (Madison), Marsha 

McDonald (Milwaukee), and John Miller (Madison) - who create work immersed in the substance and 

actions of water. Waterways will be on view beginning Tuesday, March 10, at the Wisconsin Academy’s 

James Watrous Gallery, located on the 3rd floor of Overture Center for the Arts in Madison. Details are as 

follows: 

 Exhibition dates: March 10 – May 10, 2015 

 Sunday, March 15, 1:30-3:00pm: Informal gallery talks with John Miller and Marsha McDonald 

 Reception (free and open to the public) coincides with World Water Day: Sunday, March 22, 

1:00pm – 4:00pm 

  

EXHIBITION DESCRIPTION 

A group show of work inspired by water, Waterways includes paintings, drawings, prints, and sculpture 

by three Wisconsin artists: Sarah FitzSimons, Marsha McDonald, and John Miller. Waterways highlights 

their myriad interpretations of water’s movement, power, and character.  Through research and patient 

observation, these artists have dedicated themselves to understanding the messages conveyed by waves, 

ripples, and still waters, the deep edges of rivers and the pull of the tide. 

Sarah FitzSimons seeks to connect our daily lives with larger patterns of nature. Her current sculpture 

investigates the physical power and presence of water bodies. An avid boatsman, John Miller is known 

for multi-layered screenprints that explore graphic possibilities for representations of water. Through this 

exploration, Miller hopes to create a visual lexicon of liquid gestures that is both calligraphic and 

intensely realistic. Marsha McDonald is a painter, photographer, and filmmaker who takes a 

contemplative approach to the study of water, especially the Milwaukee River. Through close 

observation, FitzSimons, Miller, and McDonald cultivate an intimate relationship with water, exploring 

its poetry as well as its physicality.   

An artists’ reception and celebration is planned for March 22, which is World Water Day. World Water 

Day is a means of focusing attention on the importance of freshwater and advocating for the sustainable 

management of freshwater resources. The Waterways reception includes talks by the artists and a 

performance of Handel’s music by members of the Wisconsin Chamber Orchestra. In honor of World 

Water Day, Wisconsin Academy executive Jane Elder will also provide an update on the Wisconsin 
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Academy’s ongoing Waters of Wisconsin Initiative, an in-depth examination of the challenges facing 

Wisconsin’s groundwater, lakes, rivers, and streams.  

  

FOR MEDIA ONLY: Download exhibition images at flickr.com. 

This exhibition is made possible through the generous support of the Wisconsin Arts Board, with funds 

from the State of Wisconsin and the National Endowment for the Arts, and Dane Arts, with additional 

funding from the Evjue Foundation, charitable arm of The Capital Times, and the Endres Mfg. Company 

Foundation. The James Watrous Gallery also receives ongoing support from Doubletree Hotel-Madison 

and the members of the nonprofit Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters. 

  

About the James Watrous Gallery 

Free and open to the public, the James Watrous Gallery is a program of the Wisconsin Academy of 

Sciences, Arts & Letters, an independent, nonprofit organization that seeks to inspire discovery, 

illuminate creative work, and foster civil dialogue. The gallery's primary focus is the work of 

contemporary Wisconsin visual artists. We also present exhibitions that explore the history of art in 

Wisconsin or topics that bridge the sciences, arts, and humanities. Our goals are to support Wisconsin 

visual art and artists through quality exhibitions and programs, to provide opportunities for viewers to 

actively engage in the visual arts, and to encourage a spirit of inquiry.  

  

For gallery hours and more information on exhibiting artists, please visit wisconsinacademy.org/gallery 

or call 608-265-2500. 
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