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Galleria Alessandro Bagnai is pleased to present an exhibition with works by Mario Schifano 
(Homs, Libya, 1934 – Rome, Italy, 1998). The show is the second of the cycle called Orizzonte 
(Horizon), dedicated to great masters of the last decades. 
 
The exhibition does not aim to present the whole of Schifano’s large and complex universe or 
retrace his career in chronological order. It means to present a selection of his works, spanning 
from the ’60s to the ’90s. This selection highlights the fundamental passages of his original and 
wide production. The exhibited paintings show Schifano’s initial links to the international avant-
gardes of those years, such as Pop Art, Nouveau Realisme and Figuration Narrative; they also 
show the meaningful change to a more pictorial production of the ’80s and ’90s, in line with Italian 
Transavanguardia movement, which looked back at painting and figuration. 
 
The second issue of the book series Orizzonte (which are published with every exhibition of this 
cycle) will accompany the exhibition. Orizzonte nr. 2 includes an essay by Lorand Hegyi. Here are 
some extracts:  
 
“Mario Schifano’s varied, immense and absolutely unique oeuvre ranks, without a doubt, among 
the most significant bodies of painting in 20th century Italian art. His oeuvre blends Italian painting 
tradition par excellence with the various artistic experiences of the post-war era.” 
 
“Mario Schifano’s curiosity and vitality, his vehemence and taste for improvisation, his artistic 
restlessness and poetic sensitivity, his neo-romantic emotionality, but also his subversive irony 
and, above all, his wise rejection of all conventional, rigid delimitations between artistic methods 
and aesthetic attitudes – they all form part of an understanding of his paintings as a poetic, 
painterly and personal, somewhat melancholic and nostalgic interpretation of the results of various 
alienation processes and the different methods of making the image material, and as a form of 
romantic resistance against the general alienation of realities.” 
 
“Schifano’s oeuvre, more than that of any other Italian painters of the era, exhibits a relationship 
with the international art scene that is unique in art history, in that the “Italianness” of his painting 
style is a direct engagement with the various semiotic systems and figurative methods of 
Neorealism. The result of this artistic engagement is a very specific, “painterly” reading of his 
works, which proposes a poetic, somewhat melancholic interpretation of the otherwise rather 
objectivist, impersonal, industrial and mechanical materiality of Neorealism.” 
 
Orizzonte aims to bring to the public’s attention some of the artists who, for different reasons, have marked 
the Italian and international art scene of the last decades. The first exhibition of this cycle (April- June 2012) 
presented new works by Zero Group co-founder Günther Uecker. 


