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Left: Rithika Merchant, Hildegard von Bingen, Gouache and Ink on Paper, 2014  
Right: Suruchi Choksi, Untitled, Digital Photograph and Mixed Media on Aluminum, 2015 

 
RELIQUARIES 

Rithika Merchant | Suruchi Choksi 
 
With a Catalogue Essay by Arshia Sattar 
 
Private Preview:    Thursday, March 12, 2015 6:00 pm onwards 
 
Open to the Public:    Friday, March 13, 2015 – Friday, April 10, 2015  

          11:00 am – 6:00 pm, Monday – Saturday 
 
Walkthrough with the Artists:  Saturday, March 14, 2015 5:30 pm onwards 
 
ABOUT THE EXHIBITION 
 
An exhibition of recent works by Suruchi Choksi and Rithika Merchant, “RELIQUARIES” 
takes a closer look at how we construct and envision our pasts, both collective and personal. 
Through their respective processes both artists are able to uniquely capture two aspects of 
recollecting that are radically different, yet inextricably linked to each other.  
 
In Suruchi’s photographs, printed on aluminum, as well as in her six-channel video installation, 
she toys with the idea of photographs being a conductor in the orchestration of our own 
personal memory. Her distressed and distorted personal photographs tell a story that has 
evolved over time, both physically and emotionally. She delves into each layer of the image, 
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assuming that no picture, and no story, is absolute at any given time, for it is seen through 
filters that every individual carries in their mind’s eyes. 
 
Rithika’s characters hark back to a sense of belief in ritual, with each intricate watercolour 
building a mystical narrative from one image to the next. An inherent feminism exists in her 
decoration undermining the minimalism of modernity that views a woman just as a muse. 
Her use of cut out; almost puzzle-like pieces effortlessly permits us to piece together a 
narrative, using some of our own magical thinking. 
 
 
 
 
ABOUT THE ARTISTS 
 
Rithika Merchant deals with creating mosaics of myths that question received histories that 
are available to us throughout culture. 
 
In 2008, she graduated with a Bachelors in Fine Arts from Parsons the New School for 
Design in New York. She has studied painting and conceptual practice at the Hellenic 
International Studies In The Arts in Paros, Greece. In 2008 she was a resident at the 
Convento Sao Francisco Mertola in Mertola, Portugal. 
 
Her recent projects include an international residency where she researched the folk culture of 
the native German speaking Swabians in Garana a village in a Banaat region of Romania as 
a part of Arthouse Wolfberg/Garana where she was commissioned for a triptych for the 
regional art museum. She was a participant at the Swab Art Far in Barcelona. She has had 
two solo showings at Gallery Art and Soul, Bombay - “Origin of Species” in 2011, followed by 
“Mythography” in 2013. 
 
In 2014, she had a solo show “Encyclopaedia of the Strange” in Nuremberg, Germany. Her 
work was also included in multiple group shows at Stephen Romano Gallery in New York. 
She is currently preparing for her debut solo show in New York at Stephen Romano Gallery. 
 
Born in Bombay she now divides her time between Bombay and Barcelona. 
 
Suruchi Choksi is a self-taught artist. She grapples with the issues of space, limits, absence 
and elsewhere. Her practice includes the creation of photographs, drawings, sculptures and 
installations. By applying abstraction, she creates images that are often just suggestions, 
referencing no recognizable form. She tries to absorb the tradition of archiving into daily 
practice and uses her art as a register of wordless narratives, working within an ambiguous 
space. She has had two solo shows, one showcasing paintings and mixed media in 2008 and 
the other displaying her video installation in 2014. 
 
Born in Calcutta, she lives and works in Bombay 
 


