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This Is Real Life 
Featuring: Diedrick Brackens 
Show Runs March 5 - April 23 

Reception Friday March 6, 5-8pm 

Frenetic textiles combine painting and sculpture, West African weaving and European tapestry, 
blunder and intention, domesticity and the wilderness of the imagination. 

Diedrick Brackens conjures the spirit of a homemaker and a myth-maker. In his exhibition at Johansson 
Projects, "This is Real Life," Brackens weaves colorful textiles that align domestic spaces with the infinite 
expanse of the imagination, though perhaps not quite immaculately. His category-jamming works rest on 
both wall and floor, with his weavings balancing the pictorial properties of painting and the textural 
elements of sculpture. Each woven thing evidences traces of European tapestry, West African weavings, 
and Southern quilting techniques, though through the course of its creation each work begins to speak its 
own language. Some of Bracken's colors in the weavings are derived from commonly found commercially 
dyed yarn while others, made from tea, wine, and bleach allude to gay vernacular, bodily fluids, cleansing 
and domesticity. Focusing on the intersection of blunder and intention, dye and stain, whole and broken, 
Brackens evokes a feeling but invites the viewer to fill in the blanks. 

Diedrick Brackens earned his Masters of Fine Arts from California College of the Arts where he was the 
recipient of the Barclay Simpson Award. His work has been featured at the Berkeley Art Museum and the 
3rd Ghetto Biennale in Port-au-Prince, Haiti in 2013, and he is a Visiting Assistant Professor of Art at 
the University of Oregon. 
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Johansson Projects is a contemporary art gallery that functions as a curatorial laboratory, creating 
exhibitions that pair established and internationally-recognized artists with up-and-coming locals. Its moss 
ceiling by Misako Inaoka and unique architecture allows for innovative exhibitions in a fully immersive 
viewing environment. With no show confined purely to gallery walls it prompts viewers to actively engage 
with artists who explore the mysteries embedded in modernity often using unorthodox materials and 
methods. Johansson Projects is a locus for curators, collectors, and artists to connect and engage in 
dialogue with the larger art community both regionally and nationally. 
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Calendar Info: 

Art Exhibition: 

This Is Real Life 

Featuring works by Diedrick Brackens 

 

When: 

Show Runs March 5 – April 23, 2015 

Reception Friday March 6, 2015 | 5 - 8 PM 

 

Where: 

Johansson Projects 

2300 Telegraph Ave. 

Oakland, CA 94612 

 

Information: 

510.444.9140 

Hours: Thursday - Saturday 1 - 5 pm 

contact Kimberly Johansson 

info@johanssonprojects.com 

www.johanssonprojects.com 

 

 

 

 

 

### 

http://app.streamsend.com/c/22912027/3426/%7Btracking_hash_merged_here%7D/p7q3?redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fapp.streamsend.com%2Fc%2F17682479%2F1034%2F%257Btracking_hash_merged_here%257D%2Fp7q3%3Fredirect_to%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.johanssonprojects.com
http://app.streamsend.com/c/22912027/3426/%7Btracking_hash_merged_here%7D/p7q3?redirect_to=http%3A%2F%2Fapp.streamsend.com%2Fc%2F17682479%2F1034%2F%257Btracking_hash_merged_here%257D%2Fp7q3%3Fredirect_to%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Fwww.johanssonprojects.com

