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Gallery Henoch is pleased to present the new work of John Evans. His eleventh solo exhibition at the gallery 
will run March 5 – 28. The opening reception is Thursday, March 5, from 6 – 8pm. This event is free and open 
to the public. 

In the spring of 2010 John Evans walked into the Botanical Gardens in Palm Beach and began to see. Evans 
is not impaired of sight but as an artist he had been circling familiar subject matter for much of the previous 
decade. Unbeknownst to him at the time, in this manicured garden, he had found what would become the 
basis of a five-year exploration that spurred a major shift in his work. The twelve paintings in this exhibition are 
the result of that first encounter and his ensuing examination of water gardens.  

Prior to this show, Evans had long characterized himself as a painter of fields. But his scenic subject matter – 
panoramic landscapes and seascapes – belied a deep commitment to abstraction. The botanic gardens, 
however, afford him the opportunity to rebalance compositions in new terms and without the rules of gravity. 
Evans therefore breaks apart the picture plane, flattening the surfaces and layering crisp shapes with 
modulated hues. A pool of water might become a bolt of ridged grey and a group of lily pads might become a 
purple rectangle topped by a series of loosely drawn forms. Evans states, “I visualize the world as a series of 
collages made of natural forms and concrete structures. In these paintings, I take apart each image and re-
image the parts.” Evans is continually puzzling together taut design with energetic brushwork. He is careful to 
maintain a sense of immediacy in the execution. And he is as fond of invention as of quoting fellow artists like 
Jennifer Bartlett, David Hockney, Willem DeKooning, and Sean Scully. He continues, “It brings pleasure to 
observe works that merge a visual dance with a meditation. It is an aspiration for each painting I do.”  

John Evans (b.1945) received his MFA from Boston University, under the tutelage of James Weeks, David 
Aronson, and Philip Guston. Early in his career he taught at both Boston University and The University of 
Houston where he had his first solo exhibitions in 1976. In 1984, Gallery Henoch gave him his first solo show 
in New York. The Allan Stone Gallery also focused three solo shows on Evans beginning in the late 80s. The 
paintings by John Evans are held in the permanent collections of several distinguished institutions including 
the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston, MA, the Smithsonian American Art Museum in Washington, DC, the Fogg 
Art Museum in Cambridge, MA, the DeCordova Museum and Sculpture Park in Lincoln, MA, and the Houston 
Museum of Fine Art, TX, among others. 
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For more information, please contact Andrew Liss. Directions: Subway: C or E to 23rd St. 
www.galleryhenoch.com 


