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Innovative landscape architecture installation by Nomad Studio 
graces CAM’s courtyard this summer 
On view June–September 2015 

 
February 25, 2015 (St. Louis, MO) – The Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis 
(CAM) presents a unique landscape architecture installation by Nomad Studio, on 
view in CAM’s courtyard June through September 2015, with an opening celebration 
and talk on Sunday, June 28. Made possible by a generous Innovation Fund grant 
from the Regional Arts Commission, Green Varnish represents an entirely new type 
of exhibition for CAM—one in which landscape architects are chosen to organize a 
living installation. Green Varnish is an undulating yet modulated field of flowers 
comprising some ten thousand native and exotic plants in a white, green, and yellow 
color palette. Almost completely filling CAM’s 45-by-50-foot interior courtyard, the 
work will transform the space, providing viewers with a lush, natural experience.  
 
Headed by William E. Roberts and Laura Santín, Nomad Studio is known for their 
innovative approach to combining contemporary art and design with natural 
elements. In their award-winning work, seen around the world, the group has focused 
on the social and environmental impact of landscape design. With Green Varnish, 
Nomad references the act of painting or covering over something in order to beautify 
it. In this case, the work covers the courtyard with a coat of green, re-envisioning the 
space as a growing sculpture. Like a blanket being unfurled, the structure appears to 
float at the edges, hovering slightly above the ground. Due to its sheer size, the 
installation cannot be ignored. It remakes the courtyard floor as viewers take in the 
living carpet from all sides. 
 
Reflecting the collaborative nature of Green Varnish, a local grower will start the 
plants from seed, and local master gardeners will maintain the installation. When 
viewed through floor-to-ceiling windows from within the Museum, Green Varnish will 
have a significant visual impact. CAM invites visitors to experience the work in 
person—sit next to it, walk around it, and enjoy the feeling of being in a field of 
flowers. The Museum will host a variety of related programs throughout the summer, 

Nomad Studio, Green Varnish rendering, 2015. Courtesy Nomad Studio. 
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including free lemonade every weekend as well as in-depth considerations of the 
intersections of botany, design, horticulture, and fine art. The June 28 opening 
celebration will feature a panel discussion with the designers and other horticultural 
professionals. 
 
Nomad Studio was founded in 2009 by William E. Roberts and Laura Santín and is 
located in Brooklyn, New York. Committed to innovative landscape architecture, 
planning, art, and urban design, Nomad coordinates an international network of 
professionals who work together to create unique and memorable experiences that 
foster a connection between the user and the landscape. Nomad fosters a dialogue 
with the landscape from all angles and scales, with the objective of creating 
inspirational and experiential backdrops for people to engage with natural systems 
through beauty, outdoor recreation, or community interaction.  
 
This exhibition is generously supported by the Regional Arts Commission St. Louis. 
 
Green Varnish is organized for the Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis by Lisa Melandri, 
Executive Director. 
 
Access images for media use here. 
 
Related Events 
 
Opening & Artist Talk 
Sunday, June 28 
1:00 pm / Artist talk: 2:00 pm 
 
Green3  

Three workshops throughout the 
summer explore related topics and will 
be led by local horticultural and 
landscape architecture experts. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Also On View this Summer 
 
Occupational Therapy 
May 1–August 16, 2015 
 
Laurie Simmons: Two Boys and the 
Love Doll 
May 1–August 16, 2015 
 
Michael Staniak: IMG_ 
May 1–June 28, 2015 
 
Liat Yossifor: Pre-Verbal Painting 
July 3–August 16, 2015 
 
New Art in the Neighborhood: 20/20 
May 1–July 12, 2015 
 

 
About the Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis 
The Contemporary Art Museum St. Louis (CAM) presents, supports, and celebrates 
the art of our time. It is the premier museum in St. Louis dedicated to contemporary 
art. Focused on a dynamic array of changing exhibitions, CAM provides a thought-
provoking program that reflects and contributes to the global cultural landscape. 
Through the diverse perspectives offered in its exhibitions, public programs, and 
educational initiatives, CAM actively engages a range of audiences to challenge their 
perceptions. It is a site for discovery, a gathering place in which to experience and 
enjoy contemporary visual culture. CAM is located in Grand Center, a world-class 
arts and entertainment district in the heart of St. Louis. 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/lq3fad80imz8k3g/AADQN5T3CM_gRJ_DJ8Vl19KMa?dl=0

