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Magic Mirror, 2012   !

26th February 2015, Hong Kong; Axel Vervoordt Gallery is delighted to present the work of Ann Veronica Janssens (1956, 
United Kingdom). The Hong Kong gallery will show five new works of sculptures, each with its own play of colour and light 
subtly offering a different phenomenological experience. 

Janssens work seeks to unbalance perceptive experience, by means of colour and light the artist activates space. The view-
er’s gaze is triggered and looking at her work means being a part of it. Janssens isolates sensory experiences. She frag-
ments them, reduces them to their most essential aspects and transforms these into abstract shapes, ephemeral materials, 
in a play with colour and light. The viewer is thus invited to become more aware of how they perceive space and what can 
be the impact of the slightest sensual stimulus. 

Janssens’ Magic Mirror diffracts the light and projects colour into space. Though the mirror’s main tonality is pink, it is in fact 
colourless. Seeing colour becomes an active process. Only when the viewer experiences the work, i.e. when one tries to 
look at themselves in the mirror by moving their own body, different colours appear. 

The three golden geometrical shapes seen are the space’s punctuation, providing a sense of rhythm. Janssens drenches 
pure forms – one circle and two squares – in a gold bath in order for them to capture and reflect light on a brilliant surface. 
Looking at their surface, the viewer sees blurred shapes and colours in which they can try to recognise themselves. 

Janssens comments; “Gold is nature’s ultimate brilliance and its use in art carries a long historical tradition. Not only was it 
used to express economic value, it also often referred to untouchable space.” 

The fifth work in the exhibition is a two-meter long beam of glass entirely coloured in black. The fragile quality of the glass, 
combined with the solidness of the bar and the density of the black gives this work an almost unworldly presence. The black 
glass absorbs light, yet seems to radiate from within. One might even imagine it to be the solidification of liquid oil that will 
start to flow again once it is touched. 

With these five carefully selected sculptures, Ann Veronica Janssens will make her first solo show in Hong Kong at Axel Ver-
voordt Gallery. 

END 
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Image: Magic Mirror, Three glass plates and one sheet of "Magic Mirror", 2012, Height 220 x Width 120 cm 
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GENERAL INFORMATION !
15D Entertainment Building 
30 Queen’s Road Central 
Hong Kong 
+852 2503 2220 
info@axelvervoordtgallery.com.hk !
Opening Hours: !
General opening hours 
Tue-Sat 11am-7pm !
12 March 11am-10pm 
15-16 March 11am-7pm !
Social Media: 

Join us on Twitter (@AxelVervoordt) or Facebook (Axel Vervoordt Gallery) via the hashtags  

# AnnVeronicaJanssens    #AxelVervoordtHongKong  

For more information, press enquiries and interviews please contact: !
Axel Vervoordt Gallery  !
Mi Jeong Kim  
mj@axelvervoordtgallery.com.hk   
+852 2503 2220 !
Anne-Sophie Dusselier  
asd@axel-vervoordt.com   
+32 3 680 14 89 !
Notes to Editors !
ANN VERONICA JANSSENS 
Ann Veronica Janssens (°1956, Folkestone) is best known for using ephemeral materials such as colours, artificial fog, and light to 
extend and explore human perception. Her work has been exhibited in multiple solo exhibitions, including “Serendipity" at WIELS, 
Brussels; “Are you experienced" at l’Espai d’art contemporani de Castelló ; the Neue Nationalgalerie of Berlin; the Musée d’Orsay 
in Paris; the CCA Wattis Institute in San Francisco; Ikon Gallery, Birmingham; Kunsthalle, Bern; Mac Marseille; The Venice Bienni-
ale and Carriageworks, Sydney. She lives and works in Brussels, Belgium. Her body of work is represented in numerous large pub-
lic and private collections. !
AXEL VERVOORDT GALLERY  
Axel Vervoordt Gallery was established in January 2011 in the Vlaeykensgang in Antwerp, Belgium, as part of the Axel Vervoordt 
Company. The work and philosophy of ZERO and Gutai artists are the fundaments of the gallery, with further addition of estab-
lished and young artists who share a similar creative approach in their exploration and contemplation of the void and the meaning 
of the universe. 
In 2014, Axel Vervoordt Gallery opened a branch in Hong Kong, which launched with a well-attended exhibition by leading African 
artist El Anatsui. The gallery offers a complementary programme of specially commissioned works, and is becoming a significant 
platform for internationally renowned artists to participate in the radically-changing art scene in Asia. 
Since the exhibitions in Venice, the relationships with living artists has intensified, and the appreciation and respect for their work 
has been a leitmotiv, both in the Axel Vervoordt Company as well as the collecting and exhibition activities of the Axel and May Ver-
voordt Foundation. www.axelvervoordtgallery.com !
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AXEL & MAY VERVOORDT FOUNDATION  
The Axel & May Vervoordt Foundation is a non-profit organisation founded in 2008 by Axel Vervoordt and his wife May to preserve 
the heritage of 40 years of collecting and sharing art. Following the acclaimed groundbreaking exhibition Artempo at the Palazzo 
Fortuny in Venice in 2007, the Foundation was formed to oversee subsequent important exhibitions, including Academia (Paris, 
2008), In-finitum (Venice, 2009), and TRA (Venice, 2011). 
Besides lending works to institutions worldwide, the mission of the Foundation is to preserve the collection’s integrity for future 
generations, to publish art books, and to organise exhibitions both at external venues and in its own Museum planned for the 
Kanaal site. 
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