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3 illustrators, 52 weeks, 156 illustrations, that’s the plan… And the goal was reached! 

52 Words a Year is an online project by three London based illustrators, culminating in 156 drawings, illustrat-
ing 52 words from February 2014 to February 2015. 

Over the past year, Mayumi Mori, Leni Kauffman and Oliver O’Keeffe came together and created the project  
“52 Words a Year”. Every week a word was selected, and each illustrator interpreted it in their own way. The 
project has developed the creativity and flexibility of the artists and tested approach to their practice. 

The 52 words were picked by the illustrators, with a couple of exceptions that were suggested by others, which 
often reflected what was happening at the time. Sport was chosen whilst Wimbledon, Tour de France and the 
World Cup were happening. Holiday, Journey and Wanderlust were greatly influenced by the artists’ travels 
around France, whilst Social, Merry and Restart were a celebration of the festive period and New Year.
The strength of the drawings magnifies each week as the illustrator becomes more fluid and confident in their 
chosen visual language. Their distinctive styles have an experimental approach, with confidence building and 
culminating in a eclectic collection.  

This exhibition commemorates the completion of the 52 words. 

The three illustrators met at Central Saint Martins in 2004 when they were in their reckless twenties. Ten years 
have passed and while the three are now in their early thirties, they continue to draw, and drink, more than 
ever. As of March 11th they have continued into the second consecutive year of the project and there seems 
to be no sign of stopping.

52 Words a Year runs from Tuesday 7 to Saturday 18 April 2015 at 
Nancy Victor Gallery, 6 Charlotte Place, Fitzrovia, London W1T 1SG
Open Tuesday to Friday 10am–6pm, Saturday 12–6pm. For more information, visit: nancyvictor.com
 
Exhibition Preview: Thursday 9 April  6–8pm.  
RSVP: Rachael Hill, rachael@nancyvictor.com. For further information, photographs and to arrange interviews, 
please contact Rachael Hill: rachael@nancyvictor.com
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Listing
52 Words a Year
Tuesday 7 to Saturay 18 April 2015 
52 Words a Year is an online project by three London based illustrators, culminating in 156 drawings,  
illustrating 52 words from February 2014 to February 2015. 
52wordsayear.tumblr.com
Nancy Victor Gallery, 6 Charlotte Place, Fitzrovia, London, W1T 1SG
Open Monday to Friday 10am–6pm, Saturday 12–6pm
nancyvictor.com

Editors Notes
Nancy Victor Gallery
Established in 2003, Nancy Victor gallery is an independent gallery space located in the heart of Fitzrovia. 
It aims to offer a space for emerging artists to develop outside the limitations of the commercial sector. The 
design group Navig8 provides the space, support and incentive for the gallery. 
nancyvictor.com

Leni Kauffman: Illustrator
Leni is a freelance illustrator living and working in London. Her delicate, colourful approach to illustration is 
influenced by her childhood growing up in Tokyo, cooking, and travelling whenever she can. She is slightly 
obsessive when it comes to movies. She works mainly in watercolour, ink, and pencil.  
lenikauffman.com

Mayumi Mori: Illustrator 
Mayumi is an illustrator from Japan who has spent half of her life in the UK. She loves natural science and wor-
ships Sir David Attenborough. Her illustrations reflect herself a lot - mostly optimistic and happy, yet sometime 
lyrical and serious (she just cannot make up her mind). Either way, her ultimate goal is to tell stories through 
drawing. 
mayumimori.tumblr.com

Oliver O’Keeffe: Illustrator 
Oliver is a freelance illustrator and an associate lecturer in Illustration at Central St Martins College of Art and 
Design. His passions include comics and good French wines. Oliver works mainly with pen tablet and ink. 
ollyok.tumblr.com


