
 

 

 ‘THAT WHICH CANNOT BE REPAIRED’, BY TONICO LEMOS AUAD  
 

05 April – 30 May 2015 
 

Pivô has the pleasure to present the solo exhibition ‘That which cannot be repaired’, by Tonico Lemos 
Auad curated by Kiki Mazzucchelli.  

 
‘That which cannot be repaired’, puts together a selection of works, including recently commissioned 
pieces that explore some of the central questions for his artistic research. Tonico Lemos Auad was 
born in Belém do Pará, North of Brazil and has been living in London for over 15 years. The artist 
considers the sea, its images and questions as a point of departure, from free association, this has led 
him to investigate the use of manual techniques and a vernacular vocabulary.  
 
In this project, Auad amplifies his research about manufacture and its timing. Manual labour is 
understood by the artist both as a prosaic necessity of repairing utility objects and as the observation 
of a more humanistic and meditative aspect, proper of restoration and repair. 
 
In the great curved wall of Pivô, the work ‘Reflected Archeology / Folkestone’ (2011) can be found, 
presented for the first time at the Folkstone Biennial in Kent, UK. Under a metallic layer, typical from 
scratch-off lottery tickets, the public is invited to reveal images related to pagan and religious rituals. In 
this case the artist appropriated from images, photographs, drawings and quotes surrounding the 
annual ritual ‘Círio de Nazaré’, from the artist’s native city in Brazil and the Folkstone carnival, in 
England. The public gradually reveals the visual universe of religious manifestations as the first layer of 
the work is scratched off. ‘Reflected Archeology’ establishes a parallel with the “archeological” aspect of 
Pivô’s architectural renovation, in which the space was being discovered by the removal of its fake 
floors and low ceilings. A process of reverting the layers built during previous occupations that had 
mischaracterized Oscar Niemeyer’s original project.  
 
A set of eleven works on textile integrates the installation ‘Sea Horses’ (2014-5), these vertical pieces 
refer to the marine animal that only moves vertically. The artist deconstructs the original textile 
scheme in order to reconstruct it transforming this weave into poles. In the same environment, floor 
pieces from the series ‘Unruly Architecture’ (2015) will be shown. The installation is composed of small 
crochet vases disposed upon wooden logs with different sizes, devoid from its functionality these 
permeable vases highlight contrasts between the light material and the space brutalism, working upon 
notions of scale and proportion. 
 
 
‘That which cannot be repaired’ (2015) is also the title of a commissioned sculpture made with wood, 



 

 

based on the improvised “micro-architecture” characteristic of work places for service providers of 
small repairs. In determined periods, throughout the exhibition, the sculpture will be inhabited by these 
workers from different backgrounds that will offer their repair services to the public free of charge.* 
This kind of activity, challenges the obsolete strategies of late capitalism, reflects the interest of the 
artist to manufacture production and at the same time brings up urgent questions for contemporary 
times, particularly in respect to environmental impacts caused by the production logic of disposable 
goods.  
 
Copan building, inhabited by more than 2 thousand residents, is an environment of great demand for 
this kind of services. Pivô will make an effort to propagate this work within the building, giving 
continuity to one of it’s the main objectives: the exchange between specific public within the visual arts 
and people living in this area. 
 
*The precise dates and time for the repairs available in ‘That which cannot be no repaired’ will be 
published at Pivô’s website  
 
BIOGRAPHIES 
 
Tonico Lemos Auad graduated in architecture from FAU-University of São Paulo and completed his 
másters degree in visual arts at Goldsmiths College, London. With an artistic trajectory that extends 
more than 15 years, he participated in important exhibitions such as Antartica Artes com a Folha 
(Pavilhão Manuel da Nóbrega, São Paulo, 1996), Beck’s Futures (ICA, London, 2004), The British Art 
Show 06 (Hayward Gallery, London, 2005) and Folkstone Triennial (Folkstone, 2011). 

Kiki Mazzucchelli is an independent curator and writer, working in London and São Paulo. With a 
masters in Visual cultures also from Goldsmiths College, she is undertaking her pHd degree from 
TrAIN (University of the Arts), where she researches the history of exhibitions with a focus on Brazilian 
art. She was co-curator of ‘Mythologies’ exhibition at MAM SP in 2013. Her recent publications 
includes ‘The São Paulo Biennial and the Rise of Contemporary Brazilian Art’ (IN Contemporary Art 
Brazil, ed. Hossein Amirsadegui e Catherine Petitgas, London: Transglobe, 2012) and a chapter about 
São Paulo artistic scene in “Art Cities of the Future” (London: Phaidon, 2013). 
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Pivô, founded in 2012, is a non-profit cultural association that acts as a platform for artistic 
experimentation by artists, curators, theorists, students and everyone interested in developing research 
processes in this field. Located at Copan building and with an area of 3.500m2, the space proposes 
critical questioning within the visual arts, architecture, urbanism and other cultural areas, making a 
space available for exhibitions, investigations and exchange of artistic proposals in national and 
international realm. Its program is broad and contemplates shows, artistic residencies, interventions, 
courses, debates and lectures. In two years time the institution realized almost 30 projects, hosting 
more than 200 artists from 15 different countries, and also received 30 thousand visitors since its 
opening day. 
 
 
SERVICE 
 
‘That which cannot be repaired’ by Tonico Lemos Auad 
Opening: Sunday, 5th of April, 5pm – 9pm 
Exhibition: from 6th of April to 30th of May 
Working hours: 
Tuesday to Friday, from 1pm to 8pm; saturday from 1pm to 7pm  
Free entrance 
Pivô: Edifício Copan – Av. Ipiranga 200, Bloco A, loja 54, Centro – São Paulo 
www.pivo.org.br  


