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DWAYNE BUTCHER
daddy missed my birthday

This spring Baltimore, Maryland artist Dwayne Butcher exhibits Daddy Missed My Birthday, new paintings 
and video work.  In his works on paper and video Butcher examines characterizations of the good citizens of 
the American South. 

Until recently Butcher denied any self references in his art: “I intentionally denied my previous life experiences 
and any evidence of my personality. I felt compelled to dissociate myself, to exclude any self-reference to 

avoid being labeled as some overweight hillbilly from Arkansas.”

Lately, and in this exhibition, Butcher has embraced those characteristics 
and utilizes his redneck background as a way to force his way into the 
supposed highbrow art world. He relishes capitalizing on contradictions that 
counter his southern masculine roots and with it attempts to transcend all 
stereotypes.

The work in Daddy Missed My Birthday focuses specifically on stereotypes 
of people from single parent, working class homes. Historically, society’s 
expectations of this group of people are low and opportunities for this crowd 
can be equally as distressing. To emphasize the plight Butcher chose to only 
work with white phrases on a black background. 

Dwayne Butcher grew up in Arkansas and received his BFA in painting 
from the University of Memphis and MFA from the Memphis College of Art. He currently lives and works in 
Baltimore as a Marketing and Graphic Design Coordinator at University of Maryland, Baltimore County.  He 
exhibits frequently around the globe, at film festivals and exhibitions.

David Lusk Gallery is located at 516 Hagan St. in Nashville’s Wedgewood/Houston Neighborhood. Gallery 
hours are Tuesday-Saturday 11-5. For further information or visuals, contact Brittney Shedden at 901-767-
3800 or brittney@davidluskgallery.com.
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Daddy Missed My Birthday, 2015, acrylic on paper, 24x18”
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Gimme some Sugar, 2015, acrylic on paper, 24x18”


