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Joe Brittain, Study for Proportionless Jewel #3, 2015, copper sulfate, bleach, 
salt, porcelain, pure pigment and wood stain on black cotton, 24 x 24 inches 
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OPENING RECEPTION 
Friday, April 3, 6-9PM 
 
Catinca Tabacaru Gallery is proud to present Joe Brittain: Intercourse, 
an exhibition of new works and the artist’s first solo show. 



March 22, 2015 Serena Qui writes:  Since our earliest material 
interventions upon the earth, we have wanted for its substance to speak to 
us or on our behalf. During the aggregated human lifetime, we lay hands 
on geological substance with sureness that it communicates beyond our 
graspable experiences of time and space, and that we might impress upon 
it something of ourselves to carry past our limits. We do not create objects 
from our earthly sources so much as negotiate them into being. 
 
In the most conscientious of ways, Joe Brittain works alongside his 
materials and guides them to enunciate their own properties. The results of 
his practice are behavioral situations in which matter performs its 
elemental tendencies: to rust, to evaporate, to cling, to expand. Brittain’s 
alchemy has been to deliver to our human senses these mannerisms that 
might otherwise unfold only over geological intervals of time, or invisibly. 
 
Intercourse is a profoundly personal turn for Brittain, testing the capacity of 
material to measure human behavior and experiences of time. Though the 
specters of Brittain’s childhood farm have materialized in his works before, 
he now addresses the spiritual dimensions of his upbringing. Seven marble 
pillars of almost human stature become sympathetic collaborators in 
linguistic and physical exertion. They bear witness to the repetition and the 
frustration of making manifest a mystical experience, which is finally as 
fugitive as running ink. But this fervor is balanced with more serene 

apparitions. A suite of paintings gives 
form to Brittain’s adolescent barn hay 
hatch, the incidental oculus that bore 
the sudden and total appearance of 
many clear nights. The constellations on 
these painted surfaces are thus not 
native to our skies, but to memory. Their 
gables roof the columns, bestowing 
structure to an intimate conversation 
between the colossi of doubt and 
reassurance. To inhabit the space of 
Intercourse is to give in to different 
velocities, and to feel humbled, 
comforted, and small. 
 
About Joe Brittain 
Joe Brittain was born and raised in 
Arcade, New York.  After earning his 



BFA from SUNY University, Buffalo, he was awarded several residencies 
and in 2011 received a NYFA Fellowship in sculpture. His work combines 
performance and sculpture to create a focused repertoire of de-
contextualized material combined with ritualized and repetitious 
actions.  Brittain has exhibited at galleries throughout the United States.  
He lives and works in Brooklyn, New York. 
 
About Catinca Tabacaru Gallery 
Founded in 2010 by Catinca Tabacaru, the gallery opened its brick and 
mortar space on the Lower East Side of Manhattan in May 
2014.  Interested in authenticity, a universal language and the geopolitical 
environment, the themes of identity, gender and time run deep throughout 
the gallery’s program.  Remaining true to its roots of curating and 
branching out into multidisciplinary projects, the gallery continues to 
organize events focused on building community and fostering dialogue. 
 
250 Broome Street 
New York, NY 10002 
+1 212-260-2481 
info@tincaart.com 
 
Gallery Hours  
Wednesday - Sunday, 11am - 6pm 
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