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Stefan à Wengen, from the series: Detected Dictionary, 2014, acrylic on canvas, mounted on wood, 30 x 25 cm, 
Courtesy Beck & Eggeling

Beck & Eggeling presents the exhibition "Detected Dictionary" with new works by Stefan à

Wengen. The opening will take place on Thursday, 30th April 2015 at 7 pm in Düsseldorf, Bilker

Strasse 4-6.

Stefan à Wengen has put himself in the position of a detective for this show and has drastically

questioned his own picture language in the process of his 30-work series "Detected Dictionary"

from 2014. 

Already since the mid-1990s, the artist has been dealing with questions regarding cultural

codes and cultural memory in his larger work groups. In this series, he deliberately uses the
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colours black and white as well as various shades of grey, which accentuate his sophisticated

and detailed manner of painting. Singularly depicted objects on a 30 x 25 cm canvas,

mounted on wood, are immediately recognizable and evoke different associations in the

beholder. The lion for instance, which occurs recurrently in this series, with its stately

demeanour in the work 'Hieronymus-painting (D.T.M.C.)' 2014-2015, 180 x 260 cm symbolises

strength and potency. Other motifs are reminiscent of baroque still lives depicting skulls, animal

skeletons and moths, symbolising the transience of earthly existence.

Stefan à Wengen, „Hieronymus-Painting (D.T.M.C.)“, 2014-2015, acrylic on linen, 180 x 260 cm, 

Courtesy Beck & Eggeling

Influenced by experiences during his travels through the jungle, his works remind the beholder

of the beginnings of human history. The artist combines deeply symbolic picture elements and

thus achieves a new and particular reality. Subjects essential to life - such a death, sexuality

and existence - are dealt with in Stefan à Wengen' own picture language and evoke personal

experiences in the observer.

Stefan à Wengen was born in Basel in 1964 and lectured at the Haute Ecole d'Art et Design in

Geneva from 2011until 2012. He currently lives and works in Düssleodrf and is co-founder of the

project room 'SPAM-Contemporary' in Düsseldorf-Flingern.
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The artist's works have been shown in various international exhibitions, i.e. at a solo-show at

Kunstmuseum, Lucerne, Switzerland as well as group shows at Musée des Beaux Arts, La

Chaux-de-Fonds, Switzerland and Museum Kunstpalast, Düsseldorf. His works are located in

important private collections in Germany, the Netherlands, Spain, Switzerland and the United

States, as well as in public collections in Switzerland at Kunstmuseum Basel and Kunstmuseum

Lucerne.

For further information and printable images please contact: 

Katrin Holzmann 
Beck & Eggeling 
katrin.holzmann@beck-eggeling.de 
Tel: + 49 211 21079-12

Beck & Eggeling 
Bilkerstr. 4-6
40213 Düsseldorf
T +49 211 4915 890
F +49 211 49 15 899
www.beck-eggeling.de
info@beck-eggeling.de

Opening hours:
Tuesday – Friday: 10 am – 1 pm and 2-6 pm
Saturday: 11 am - 4 pm
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