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On Monday, May 4, 2015, at 7:00 pm, Quartz Studio is delighted to present the exhibition Siesta Club, the 

second solo exhibition in Italy of French artist Adrien Missika (Paris, 1981). For this exhibition, he drew on 

his recent experience in Mexico to conceive a new project, the first in a series of similar installations that he 

will later also show elsewhere. Siesta Club is a paradox in terms. Missika explains, “The siesta is highly 

individual by definition, whereas the word "club" suggests something done in a group, as a community. I 

intend Siesta Club as sharing an experience that is usually quite individual, betwixt waking and sleep, reality 

and imagination, inspiration and productivity.” For his Turin project, with consideration of the space's limited 

size, Missika created a relaxation room, a deliberately humorous version of the cliché of the "siesta," long 

associated with many Central and South American cultures. Missika's Siesta Club in Turin plays with this 

cliché and reflects on the concept of time which is conferred ever different values depending on the 

economic, cultural and geographical setting where we live; sometimes we control it compulsively and 

sometimes, more naturally, we let it flow. Siesta Club turns Quartz's room into a living space that invites you 

to stop and kick back, an invitation made through its hammock, a primordial type of bed (said to have been 

invented in Mexico, incidentally.) The artist explains, “What I like about hammocks is that they are hybrid 

objects. They are essentially brightly colored synthetic canvases, which means they can be considered 

paintings, or they could be seen as sculptures or as practical objects for people to rest on.”  The hammock is 

an emblem of relaxation and so, in Missika's eyes, a place of reflection with no time limit, a dimension that 

hangs between the physical and mental dimensions, as well as a space, a container. For Missika the 

hammock represents a way of being in the world, bespeaking a joyful, light-hearted, yet rather philosophical, 

approach to life. Missika says, “In designing the exhibition at Quartz, I thought of "species of spaces" like in 

the book of that title that Georges Perec wrote in 1974, in which he describes the bed as the smallest 

anthropometric space in which a person can rest. The hammock is even more minimal and primitive in that 

way. Hammocks are also handy for travelers. Such a bed can be brought anywhere you go, offering great 

freedom. There's no longer a need to design a house when you can carry your bed and hang it almost 

anywhere.”  

 

Missika is an artist-traveler who we could call a contemporary neo-romantic for his ability to force the 

observer to take on a viewpoint that contains elements belonging to times and geographies near and far at 



once. Missika's art comes out of a practice combining technological deftness and manual skill, often having 

the appeal of the past mixed with the contemporary era. The results may be vital or decadent, reassuring or 

disquieting, and they always have an element of melancholy. He uses low-resolution videos, pictures taken 

with very long exposure times, ever changing print processing methods, sculptures made with reused objects 

and new materials, images of desolate, and magnetic places paired with soundtracks from artificial ambient 

noise, specifically designed for each occasion. He never fails to create an effect of fascinating, hypnotic 

alienation in the observer. Though Missika's works appear immediately interpretable, they are actually built 

on layers of multiple historical, anthropological, alchemical, scientific references, plus, and not least, cultural 

and experiential ones. Driven by his personal vocation for the exotic, he does his research on site, giving him 

opportunities to assimilate, demolish and reconstruct anew, including through the time factor, the clichés 

through which each of us unconsciously builds a certain image, often a stereotyped one, of things far from 

us.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adrien Missika (Paris, 1981) lives and works in situ. Co-founder of the art space 1m3 in Lausanne in 2006, 

he graduated from ECAL (Ecole cantonale d'art de Lausanne) in 2007. He has had numerous personal 

exhibitions including 21er Haus in Vienna (upcoming), Kunsthaus Glarus, in Switzerland, Galerie Edouard 

Manet, Centre d'art contemporain de Gennevilliers, in France, Centre d'art contemporain de Genève, in 

Switzerland and Palais de Tokyo in Paris. His work has also been shown in many group exhibitions, among 

which at Centre Culturel Suisse, Paris; Ellis King, Dubin;  Metro Pictures, New York; Pilar Corrias, London; 

Museo cantonale d'arte, Lugano; Aargauer Kunsthaus, Aarau; Nouveau Musée National de Monaco, 

Montecarlo; Le Magasin, Grenoble; Fotomuseum Winterthur and Centre Pompidou, Paris. In 2009 he was 

awarded the Swiss Art Award, in 2011 the Prize of the Fondation Ricard and the Kiefer Hablitzel Prize. 

Adrien Missika is represented by the gallery Bugada & Cargnel in Paris. He is currently a resident at the 21er 

Haus, Vienna. 

 

We would like to thank the artist and the Bugada & Cargnel Gallery in Paris. The exhibition will run from May 

4 to July 11, 2015, by appointment. 
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