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PRESS RELEASE 
27 April 2015

MATT WEDEL 

New Exhibition: 7th May - 3rd June 2015

Erskine, Hall & Coe is pleased to host the first exhibition of Matt Wedel’s work in Europe.

This exhibition will feature twenty-five ceramic sculptures, the majority of which were made 
specifically for this show.

Born in Palisade, Colorado in 1983, Wedel first began working with clay at the age of two 
under  the  guidance  of  his  father,  a  functional  ceramicist,  and  his  passion  for  making 
sculpture developed.  He studied at The School of the Art Institute of Chicago, and then at 
California State University, where he would later teach.  Wedel has also taught at several 
other  institutions,  including  Nova Scotia  College  of  Art  and  Design  in  Halifax  and the 
Rhode Island School of Design in Providence.

Wedel’s  sculptures  focus  on  agricultural,  botanical  and  humanitarian  themes,  expressed 
through an exceptional  vibrancy,  impressive  physical  scale  and bold  use  of  colour.  The 
exhibition explores the form of the ‘Flower Tree’ in great depth, and of which Wedel has 
said:

“The flower works seem burdened by their colour.  It is a form with peace holding itself with 
clarity amongst a weight or burden.”

Tony Marsh, ceramic artist and head of the ceramic program at California State University 
in Long Beach, has noted: “While his botanical forms are related to what we know about 
plants  and  flowers,  they,  like  the  figural  works,  are  large  and  fluid  with  simple  but 
powerfully  saturated ceramic  color,  some as  though soaked and dripping with  a  surreal 
nectar.   But  unlike the figuration,  many of  these floral  forms are  intensely detailed and 
suggest  that  they  come from places  that  we  do  not  know.   They  are  in  many respects 
otherworldly, the powerful products of imagination and desire.”
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The Frederick R. Weisman Art Foundation in Los Angeles, the Long Beach Museum of Art 
and  Saint  Mary’s  University  Art  Gallery  are  among  the  several  institutions  that  have 
acquired Wedel’s work.

The exhibition at Erskine, Hall & Coe is illustrated online and in a catalogue.

For further information, please contact the gallery at mail@erskinehallcoe.com, +44 (0) 20 
7491 1706.
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  Artist Statement

I begin as if rules are non-existent; I play.  Not frivolously or unfocused, but I use this 
weightless format to navigate the nomadic direction my mind chooses to follow.  I can 
never hold my breath for things to go right; I can only continue forward watchful as to 
what unfolds.  Throughout much of my childhood I have been exposed to clay.  Merged 
with my time playing in the alfalfa fields that surrounded my father’s pottery studio are 
memories  of  watching  him give  shape  to  this  formless  material.   These  memories  of 
childhood and connection to the creative process have become a reservoir of influence to 
what inspires me to make.  In addition to this, I have grown fond of the precarious act 
involved in escorting such fragile objects through this process of indefinite change. 

Using landscape as a platform to begin working, I approach creating as if the possibilities 
were limitless, weightless, and immediate. I work amongst this landscape both from my 
imagination  as  well  as  from  historical  influences.   It  is  a  system  set  up  to  feed  the 
vocabulary I have to create while allowing me to play with the vocabulary I know.  I never 
doubt my ideas as they arise but follow them with trust and utter intrigue helping them 
along to exist amongst this platform.  In this manner I continuously learn, play and teach 
myself as an artist.  

Matt Wedel, 2009

Previous page: Flower Tree, 2013, 74.9 x 58.4 x 73.7 cm; Above: Flower Tree, 2015, 17.8 x 35.6 x 35.6 cm.

�

Erskine, Hall & Coe Ltd
15 Royal Arcade, 28 Old Bond Street

London W1S 4SP
 

VAT number : GB 121 6378 32
Registered Office: Summit House, 170 Finchley Road, London NW3 6BP.  

Registered in England and Wales No. 7765424.  

+44 (0) 20 7491 1706
mail@erskinehallcoe.com 
www.erskinehallcoe.com


