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Walter Wickiser Gallery is pleased to announce an exhibition of Ethel Gittlin, Nature Reconstructed, 
from May 2nd to May 26th, 2015. 

“Ethel Gittlin’s painting Free Spirit (2015) brings us teeming forms outside of time that seem to jostle 
and elbow each other for presence and visibility. The artist enhances the high energy within the work 
by devising nuanced ways of creating incrementalized layers of visual information within shifting 
depths of field. We see visual effects ranging from spray-painted haze, scumbled outlines of vines 
and leaves, submerged lettering suggestive of French texts, and other myriad visual marks recalling 
the simplest ornamental theme such as a curve or rinceau whose flexions betoken all manner of fu-
ture symmetries, alternating movements, divisions, and returns. 
This embodied energy; this generative, interiorized and instinctual impulse that defies gravity and 
time and that courses throughout Gittlin’s new work recalls the underpinnings of biodynamics as ex-
plored by Henri Bergson, the French philosopher in the beginning of the twentieth century. His term 
élan vital addressed elemental questions about the makeup of matter, the biological process that 
causes an organism to develop its shape in an increasingly complex matter. Ethel Gittlin’s vibrantly 
primordial paintings with their range of nature patterns, shapes, tones, textures and colors reanimates  
and reshapes our perceptual awareness. ” **Dominique Nahas

An opening reception for Ethel Gittlin, Nature Reconstructed, will be held on Thursday, May 7th, from 
6 - 8 p.m. For further information, please contact the gallery at (212) 941-1817, Tuesday through 
Saturday, 11 a.m.- 6 p.m.
                          
**Dominique Nahas is an independant curator and critic based in Manhattan, New York.


