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Press release, 9 April 2015 

Valérie Knoll takes office as Kunsthalle Bern’s new director / preview Raw and 

Delirious, 20 June – 30 August 2015  

 
To all interested parties. 

 

The board and team of Kunsthalle Bern are very pleased to announce the first exhibition by its new 

director Valérie Knoll. Valérie Knoll took office at the beginning of April and is now available to answer 

your queries. Born in Basel in 1978, the art historian previously served as co-director at the Kunstverein 

Halle für Kunst Lüneburg. At the same time Knoll held a lectureship at the Leuphana University of 

Lüneburg, where she also contributed to a research project in art sociology as a scientific assistant and 

curator. A curator intimately familiar with the field of contemporary art, Knoll has established an 

international network of professional connections. As for the future of Kunsthalle Bern, she envisions 

exhibition projects with an emphasis on the work of younger artists who may not yet be fully 

established in Switzerland and abroad. In doing so, Knoll aims to continue the excellent curatorial work 

by her predecessor Fabrice Stroun. These future exhibitions are to be complemented by other formats 

that will probe the very limits of all attempts to mediate art. Furthermore, Knoll is preparing 

collaborations with local cultural and academic institutions. At this juncture, we are finalizing our 

exhibition programme for the year 2015 and will inform you of any new developments. 

 

Friday, 19 June 2015, will mark the opening of a group exhibition entitled Raw and Delirious. It is 

dedicated to contemporary art’s exploration of recalcitrant materiality. Influenced by the Internet, a 

significant portion of current artistic production appropriates an immaculate, clean and sterile design 

language. Innovative industrial techniques like 3D printing, stock photography or Chroma Key 

compositing are harnessed to digitally or physically mould and shape materials. These forms of artistic 

practice generate elegant, smoothly polished surfaces. Aesthetic disturbances, embarrassment resulting 

from attempts to go too far or from not going far enough, gestures of material opulence or subjective 

sensitivities – these artistic means and attitudes tend to be marginalized. By contrast, the exhibition 

Raw and Delirious unites works informed by intense and excessive processes of composition, from 

hand-made ‘low-tech’ to genuinely artistic materials. Here, artistic production and the quest for ‘form’ 

playfully showcase visual and semantic adversity; far from being seductively polished and discreet, 

these works are simple, raw and occasionally vulgar.  
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They investigate the possibility or impossibility of attitudes of artistic intractability manifested in forms 

and materials. Some of the works are characterized by a dynamics of layering, of sprawling, exuberant 

growth – by a metaphorical struggle with circumstances and conditions that seeks to provoke reflection 

on the specific, autonomous and refractory qualities of art in a world filled with homogenized imagery 

and an over-abundance of technological and communicative possibilities. 

 

The exhibition will feature works by Mathis Altmann, Michaela Eichwald, Ellen Gronemeyer, Marlie Mul, 

Jack Smith, Julie Verhoeven, Yannic Joray and other artists. 

 

We would be pleased to welcome you to our press conference on the 19th of June at 11 a. m. at 

Kunsthalle Bern. The opening of the exhibition, to which you are also cordially invited, will take 

place on the same day at 6 p. m.  

 

For further information, please contact our press liaison Luise Baumgartner: 

l.baumgartner@kunsthalle-bern.ch,  031 350 00 45 (available on Monday, Tuesday and Friday). 
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