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Programme One 
Dates: June 12 - August 1, 2015 
Gallery Reception: Friday, June 12, 5 -7 pm,  
Location: Peters Projects, 1011 Paseo de Peralta, Santa Fe, New Mexico 
Contact: Ylise Kessler, ylise@petersprojects.com 
 
In celebration of our first anniversary, Peters Projects is pleased to present Programme One; a series of 
complimentary exhibitions in the disciplines of ceramics, design, installation, photography, and a featured 
gallery artist to provide a new context for our highlighted contemporary exhibitions.   
 
Highlighted Exhibitions: 
 

Chuck Connelly: Westward Bound 

 
Chuck Connelly is arguably the most enigmatic artist in 
today’s contemporary art world. A New York Times 
review likened his paintings to those of Van Gogh, 
Soutine, and Pollock.  Mr. Connelly was collected by 
Mary Boone and Michael Werner in the 80’s, and 
championed by Charles Saatchi, who told the artist he 
was would start a museum with the inaugural exhibition 
featuring Connelly, Jeff Koons, and Ross Blechner.  
 
Mr. Connelly exhibited early on in New York at Annina 
Nosei Gallery, along with up and coming artists, Julian 
Schnabel and Jean Michel–Basquiat. The Metropolitan 
Museum of Art acquired a painting from his first show. 
Connelly’s unique painting style was, and continues to 

be expressionist allegorical narratives; factories and 
figures, everyday scenes and natural phenomena, all 
transformed into energetic, brooding, dark and colorful pictures that display an avid sense of humor. He captures the 
human condition during an historical moment. 
 
Mr. Connelly’s work was featured in “Life Lessons”, Martin Scorsese’s segment of the film “New York Stories,” in which 
Nick Nolte played a role based on Mr. Connelly in 1989.  In 2008, Jeff Stimmel made an Emmy award winning 
documentary film about Chuck Connelly titled, “The Art of Failure: Chuck Connelly Not For Sale”. It premiered at the L. 
A. Film Festival, and was shown on HBO. The film disclosed that during the heady times when Connelly was the darling of 
the art world, his dark and destructive tendencies continually interfered. Aside from being a brilliant painter, he was a 
belligerent alcoholic who alienated dealers, patrons, and collectors with his insulting remarks and drunken rages. 
 
Mr. Connelly’s career waned from the late 1990’s until about 5 years ago when he became sober. His recent solo show in 
2014 at The Andy Warhol Museum, Pittsburgh, PA, Chuck Connelly: My America, featured work from the early days in 
New York to the present. Peters Projects is delighted to be exhibiting many of those paintings and other selections in 
CHUCK CONNELLY: Westward Bound. 

Chuck Connelly, Striped Tornado, 2011, oil on canvas, 44 x 60 inches 

	  



	  

	  

John Connell:  Earth-Touching Buddha 

 
The bronze sculpture of American artist, John Connell (1940 -2009) has a 
universal appeal. The subject matter tends to be based in nature and 
spirituality; birds, bugs, the human form, and Buddhas. There is a “push me 
pull you” quality to these works that is visceral. You can perceive the artist’s 
hand when viewing these pieces and sense his concern with the delicate state 
of the world – harkening back to the 1960’s. 
 
Connell moved New Mexico in 1967 and became acutely aware of the land and 
it’s inhabitants. Each of his nature-based sculptures is uncannily alive capturing 
a specific moment in time. The influence of artists Balzac, Giacometti, and de 
Kooning can be felt in these works that provide a visual lexicon of vulnerability 
and muscularity – giving the sculptures an emotional weight.  
 
Connell’s daily practice of Taoism and Buddism are prescient in all of his works, 
but is especially evidenced in the achingly beautiful Buddha sculptures that 
span Connell’s artistic career. Suffering, impermanence, emptiness, and rebirth 
are channeled in the work. Not surprisingly, his career was mirrored by his 
practice. Connell’s sculpture has been acquired by major international 
collectors and institutions, yet is somewhat under the radar. The just published, 
John Connell, Works 1965-2009, by Radius Books, will hopefully advance the 
legacy of this prodigiously talented artist. 
 
Auxiliary Exhibitions: 
 
Ceramics 

Matt Merkel Hess: MERKL 

 
Design 

Contemporary Furniture 
 
Installation 

Ryan Wolfe: Branching Systems 
 
Photography 

Sadaf Rassoul Cameron: Half-Timbered 
 
Featured Gallery Artist 

Matt McClune: Spacial Color Studies 

John Connell, Kuan-Yin Holding Jar of Amrita,  
c. mid 1980’s, Bronze, 76 x 23 x 20 inches 


