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OPENING:  sat 9 may, 6-8pm

TYLER HILDEBRAND 
lumberjack road: new paintings, 
drawings, installation & film

The new paintings, drawings, installation and film work of Tyler Hilderbrand will be exhibited at David Lusk 
Gallery - Nashville during the month of May. The exhibition Lumberjack Road is heavily influenced by 
Hildebrand’s observations since moving from Memphis to a little suburb east of Nashville, TN.

Early in his childhood, Hildebrand was exposed by his parents to the rough and 
tumble life of the west side of Cincinnati. His mother, a crime reporter, and his 
father, a cop, met at the scene of a murder and have been telling their stories of 
the characters they encounter to Hildebrand ever since. The artist was so 
entranced he wanted to become a part of that seedy underbelly of society 
himself. For a period of time Hildebrand earned his own set of stripes as a figure 
on the same streets his father patrolled – encountering the homeless, drug 
abusers, prostitutes and other members living on the edge of society.

Years later, Hildebrand developed a compulsive desire to give these colorful 
personalities a second appearance in his artwork. His graphic mixed media 
works on canvas and found materials use the figure to represent the harsh 
realities and unexpected beauty in ugliness. He strives to represent grotesque 
elements of society, even if it means revealing an uncomfortable and oftentimes 
crude environment. By exposing the perverse, depraved and degenerate truths 

of the world around us, Hildebrand artfully produces work that is often tough to look at, sometimes witty and 
always thoughtful.

This body of work specifically takes place in Hildebrand’s neighborhood on Lumberjack Road. The 
“lumberjacks” are blue-collar bus drivers, firefighters and city workers facing the daily grind. While this is 
slightly unfamiliar territory for Hildebrand it exposing him to another layer of society that has its own ugly truths 
and brilliant funkiness.
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“Nashville is a different landscape…it can’t help but influence 
my work,” Hildebrand jokes. He’s living the life, in a big-box day 
job where “I like being a part of the working force. I enjoy 
packing my lunch, complaining about the boss and clocking 
out.”

The exhibition includes a sculpture installation, films, a series of 
large-scale mixed media on canvas or cardboard, small-scale 
ink on paper works, and a model kitchen recreating 
Lumberjack Road.

Of Hildebrand’s winter 2015 show at David Lusk Gallery – 
Memphis, Fredric Koeppel, writing in The Commercial Appeal, 
states: “Hildebrand is a flamboyantly talented painter, and 
examining each piece amounts to a lesson in how to apply 
pigment to canvas or board, how to wield a brush and how to 
structure narrative factors in a manner that’s sketchy and 
spontaneous as well as monumental and inevitable.”

Hildebrand received his BFA from Ringling School of Art & Design in Florida and his MFA from Memphis 
College of Art. His work has been widely viewed at international art fairs and exhibitions. 

David Lusk Gallery is located at 516 Hagan St. in Nashville’s Wedgewood/Houston Neighborhood. Gallery 
hours are Tu-Sa 11-5. For further information or visuals, contact Brittney Shedden at 901-767-3800 or 
brittney@davidluskgallery.com.
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Tyler Hildebrand // Lumberjack Road
5 - 30 may
opening: sat 9 may

516 hagan - nashville - 615.780.9990 - davidluskgallery.com

Grass Roots // 20 artists study their surroundings
1 - 25 jul
opening: sat 11 jul

Mash-Up // Artists Do Cardboard
2 - 28 jun
opening: sat 6 jun

Price is Right // art under a grand
1 - 29 aug
opening: sat 1 aug
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