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The Museo Lázaro Galdiano opens its doors to the 
"Mexican Master" as part of the PHotoEspaña festival 

 
 The Manuel Carrillo: My Beloved Mexico exhibition, on loan from the 

prestigious Bank of America Merrill Lynch collection, will be on display from 4 

June at the Museo Lázaro Galdiano within the official section of the 18th 

edition of the PHotoEspaña Festival, dedicated to Latin American 

photography. 

 

 The show features a selection of evocative black and white photographs by 

Manuel Carrillo, known as the "Mexican Master", alongside works by 

acclaimed contemporary photographers such as Ansel Adams, Manuel 

Álvarez Bravo, Paul Strand and Edward Weston.  

 
Madrid, 28 May 2015 The lens of Manuel Carrillo (Mexico, 1906-1989), better known 
as the "Mexican Master", captured the cultural and historical memory of his native 
country in the post-revolutionary period. His work is characterised by its commitment, 
love and respect for his culture and people, whom he portrays in their daily life. In the 
1930s, after nearly a decade in New York, this visual poet returned to his country to 
take up a position as federal agent at the Illinois Central Railroad office in Mexico, 
taking up photography at the same time. At the age of 49 he became a member of the 
Club Fotográfico de México and the Photographic Society of America, launching his 
artistic career from this point onwards. He held his first international exhibition─a 
portrait of rural life in Mexico─in Chicago (1960), immediately attracting great critical 
acclaim. Since then his work has been exhibited in countries around the globe, 
including France, the United States, China, Mexico, Taiwan and Romania, and he has 
held more than two hundred solo shows and participated in nearly 30 group shows.  
 
Manuel Carillo: My Beloved Mexico features a carefully chosen selection of nearly 50 
black and white photographs by the grand master of Mexican photography, on loan 
from the Bank of America Merrill Lynch collection and exhibited alongside works by 
other contemporary artists who influenced him, such as Ansel Adams, Paul Strand and 
Edward Weston. The show reflects the result of this fusion between Mexican and 
American artists, in which the poetic value of the captured image is matched by its 
importance as a social document. 
 
The curator Stuart A. Ashman, President and CEO of the Museum of Latin American Art 
(MOLAA), explains that Manuel Carrillo "worked in Mexico in the middle of the 20th 
century, a time in Mexico that witnessed great political changes and social 
transformations and a moment in the country's history when it was establishing its 
strong visual identity". He adds that Carrillo's work, along with that of the other 
photographers represented in the show, "was a contributing factor as to how Mexico 
saw itself and how the rest of the world came to perceive that country".  
 
The exhibition forms part of the corporate art collection owned by the Bank of America 
Merrill Lynch, which is participating in the PHotoEspana 2015 through the temporary 
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loan of these 49 photographs which will be on display at the Museo Lázaro Galdiano 
from 4 June to 30 August.  
 

PRACTICAL INFORMATION  
 

Manuel Carrillo: My Beloved Mexico. Bank of America Merrill Lynch Collection 
Curator: Stuart A. Ashman 
Date:  4 June - 30 August 2015  
Organised by: Bank of America Merrill Lynch. Art in Our Communities® Programme, 

Museo Lázaro Galdiano and PHotoEspaña 
Place:  Museo Lázaro Galdiano. Pardo Bazán Gallery 
  Free admission 
 

Bank of America Merrill Lynch. Art in our Communities ® Programme 
www.bankofamerica.com/about @BofAML  
 

PHotoEspaña www.phe.es/ @photoespana 
 

Museo Lázaro Galdiano: C/ Serrano 122. 28026 Madrid. How to get here 
Opening times: Wednesday to Monday, 10 am to 4.30 pm. Sunday, until 3 pm. Tuesday 
closed. 
More information: www.flg.es @Museo_Lazaro 
 

Selected images 
 

Manuel Carrillo. Rebozo en el 
aire [Shawl in the Air], 1958.  
 
© Manuel Carrillo.  
Courtesy of the University of 
Texas at El Paso 

 
 

Manuel Carrillo. Sin título 
(mujer y cabestro) [Untitled 
(Woman and Steer)], n.d.  
 
©Manuel Carrillo.  
Courtesy of the University of 
Texas at El Paso 

 

 
 

Manuel Carrillo. Barriles 
borrachos-Pulquería. Toluca 
[Drunken Barrels-Pulqueria. 
Toluca], 1970.  
 
© Manuel Carrillo.  
Courtesy of the University of 
Texas at El Paso 
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