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New exhibition opens  
July 17, 2015 @ James Watrous Gallery: 

 

GONE WILD: David McLimans 

 

MADISON– GONE WILD: David McLimans celebrates the life and legacy 
of a Wisconsin artist best known for his children’s books and editorial 
illustrations.  GONE WILD: David McLimans will be on view beginning 
Friday, July 17, at the Wisconsin Academy’s James Watrous Gallery, 
located on the 3rd floor of Overture Center for the Arts in Madison.  Details 
are as follows: 
 

 Exhibition dates: July 17 – August 23, 2015 
 Opening reception (free and open to the public): Saturday, July 18, 

4-7pm 
 
EXHIBITION DESCRIPTION 
 
GONE WILD: David McLimans will include a selection of the artist’s 
exquisite collages, gently humorous sculptures made with found materials, 
and sophisticated editorial illustrations. McLimans’ three children’s books 
will also be on display, including Gone Wild: An Endangered Animal 
Alphabet (2007), recognized as a Caldecott Honor Medalist and a New York 

Times Illustrated Book of the Year. 
 
In honor of McLimans’ playful approach to making art, the exhibit will 
include a children’s table and an opportunity for visitors to create 
ephemeral masks with McLimans’ stash of found materials and photograph 
them to share on social media. 
 
David McLimans (1948–2014) was born in Beaver Dam and attended high 
school in Green Bay; as an adult, he lived in rural Richland County and in 
Madison. His editorial illustrations graced The Progressive, The New York 
Times, Washington Post, Harper’s, The Atlantic, and many other 
publications, and he taught graphic design and illustration at UW-
Whitewater, Milwaukee Institute of Art and Design, and Madison College. 
Detailed biographical information can be found here.  
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As McLimans’ partner, Eva Hagenhofer, wrote shortly after his death: "With his 
art—in which light and dark oppose each other, share space, sometimes disturb, 
sometimes amuse—David wished to express his concern for the world beyond 
his drawing table, his hope that we humans can find ways to live in balance with 
each other and with the natural world." 

McLimans’ friend and fellow graphic artist Michael Duffy has created a 
beautiful website dedicated to his work: http://www.davidmclimans.com/ 
 
FOR MEDIA ONLY: Download images from the exhibition at flickr.com. 

This exhibition is made possible through the generous support of the 
Wisconsin Arts Board, with funds from the State of Wisconsin and the 
National Endowment for the Arts. The James Watrous Gallery also 
receives ongoing support from Doubletree Hotel-Madison and the 
members of the nonprofit Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts and 
Letters. 
 
About the James Watrous Gallery 
Free and open to the public, the James Watrous Gallery is a program of 
the Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts and Letters, an independent, 
nonprofit organization that seeks to inspire discovery, illuminate creative 
work, and foster civil dialogue. The gallery's primary focus is the work of 
contemporary Wisconsin visual artists. We also present exhibitions that 
explore the history of art in Wisconsin or topics that bridge the sciences, 
arts, and humanities. Our goals are to support Wisconsin visual art and 
artists through quality exhibitions and programs, to provide opportunities 
for viewers to actively engage in the visual arts, and to encourage a spirit 
of inquiry.  

 

For gallery hours and more information on exhibiting artists, please 
visit wisconsinacademy.org/gallery or call 608-265-2500. 

# # # 
 
 
However, David was never one to 

express anger, at least visually. Rather, 

he employed bemusement, creating art 

that mattered, inviting the viewer to 

enter into an understanding through 

the deft application of symbolism, texture 

and color, and an exquisite sense of 

form and composition. 

 

In an email, David's partner, Eva Hagenhofer, shared the following: "With his art -- in which light and dark oppose 

each other, share space, sometimes disturb, sometimes amuse -- David wished to express his concern for the 
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world beyond his drawing table, his hope that we humans can find ways to live in balance with each other and with 

the natural world." 

 


