
 
 
SAVE THE DATE 
Museion presents 
Martino Gamper: design is a state of mind  
Opening 05.06.2015. Martino Gamper will be present. 
Duration of the exhibition 06.06.2014 – 13.09.2015 
curated by Martino Gamper 
 

In 2011 Museion invited Martino Gamper to design a new format for the ground floor of its building. Following 
his idea that this project should not only address the physical space, but also its impact on the behaviour of 
visitors, 2012 saw the opening of the Museion Passage: a flexible, modular space intended to fulfil the 
demands of different types of events. Now Gamper (b. Merano, 1971) returns to Museion as curator of the 
exhibition design is a state of mind. The show presents a landscape of shelving systems from the 1930s to 
the present day, telling the story of design objects and their impact on our lives. Ranging from historic design 
classics and one-off pieces, to industrial, utilitarian, contemporary and newly commissioned work, the 
exhibition includes pieces by Franco Albini, Konstantin Grcic, Ettore Sottsass, Ercol and IKEA. New units 
designed by Michael Marriott and Gamper himself were co-commissioned by the Serpentine Galleries, 
Museion and the Pinacoteca Agnelli. Gamper explores design as history, but also as an emotional 
connection: the show looks at the intimate relationships we develop with the objects we accumulate over time, 
and each piece of shelving in the show is used to arrange and display collections of objects chosen by 
Gamper from the personal archives of his friends and colleagues. For the show in Museion Gamper is also 
involving private collections from the South Tyrol area. Also featured is a vast library of contemporary furniture 
publications from all over the world. 

“There is no perfect design and there is no über-design. Objects talk to us personally. Some might be more 
functional than others, and the emotional attachment is very individual. This exhibition showcases a very 
personal way of collecting and gathering objects – these are pieces that tell a tale.” Martino Gamper 

design is a state of mind is organised in collaboration with Serpentine Galleries, London and 
Pinacoteca Giovanni e Marella Agnelli, Turin. 

 

Catalogue of the exhibition (in Italian and English) designed by Åbäke and Alex Rich. Edited by Martino Gamper, 
Rebecca Lewin, Jochen Volz and Melissa Larner. Published by Koenig Books, London, 2014. 

 
 
INFO 
Opening 7 pm, 05/06/2015. Martino Gamper will be present. 
Duration of the exhibition 06.06.2014 – 13.09.2015 
Opening hours: from Tuesday to Sunday, 10 am to 6 pm.  
Thursdays 10 am - 10 pm, with free admission from 6 pm. Closed Mondays. 
Admission: 7 euro, concession 3,50 euro 
 
Guided tours: every Thursday at 7 pm, free guided tour of the exhibition.  
Guided tour led by the director: 7 pm, 16/07/2015, a guided tour of the exhibition led by museum director Letizia 
Ragaglia 
artiparlando conference series: 11/06/2015 conference with Lilli Hollein, Director of Vienna Design Week (in German, 
admission free). 
Every Saturday and Sunday afternoon, from 2 pm to 6 pm, Museion holds its "Art dialogues": mediators are on hand to 
answer questions from members of the public on the works in the exhibition and contemporary art in general. 
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