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Karin Weber Gallery presents Masters of Myanmar: New Works by Aung Myint and Min Wae Aung.  Long associated with 
Myanmar and its contemporary art scene, the gallery has showcased the works of these celebrated Burmese artists on 
several occasions over the past decade. Min Wae Aung, a true traditionalist in style and form, is well known for his 
contemporary portrayal of Burmese monks and nuns performing their simple daily rituals. Aung Myint, an abstractionist 
working in the Cubist style, explores social themes in the form of his well-known ‘Mother and Child’ subjects. 
 
The Burmese art movement is a unique testimony to the courage and conviction of local artists, who continued to persevere 
with their art and dared to create social commentaries despite an oppressive political environment and scarce resources. In this 
milieu, both Aung Myint and Min Wae Aung played pivotal roles as pioneers, chroniclers and mentors, both by inviting outsiders 
across the globe to look in and understand the ‘Soul of Myanmar’, and by providing a living example to younger local artists to 
express their visions in a modern, contemporary style.  
 
A pioneer of the Rangoon Modernist Movement, Aung Myint has been painting in a distinct semi–abstract Cubist style since the 
early 1970s.  Aung Myint’s paintings have always been spontaneous reactions to the canvas and have emphasized three 
elements - dimension, line and colour.  It is from these elements that he inputs subconscious, and as he prefers to say, 
unconscious emotional value into each work.  
 
Says the artist, “I am working spontaneously, using black and red to paint faces. For faces, black and white is not attractive to an 
audience. Yet I like it. It has purity for me. Black and red are fierce, and attract the audience. The faces are random, 
unintentional. It is my inspiration, unconscious. The paintings are all spontaneous, without planning.”  
 
Min Wae Aung, a true traditionalist in style and form, is well known for his contemporary portrayal of Burmese monks and nuns 
performing their simple daily rituals. His pre-occupation and mastery over light and shade is legendary, and the simplicity of 
composition a signature stamp.  In his latest body of works, his focus continues to be on people, with travel a recurrent theme. 
The people of Myanmar are depicted in scorching reds and golden yellows, drawn with an uncompromising attention to the 
details of their individual movements. He also explores the subject of the power of groups. The powerful energy of people 
grouping together for a common cause – farming or land issues, or family disputes – and common issues of survival are packed 
into the narrative of each painting.   
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ABOUT THE ARTISTS 
 
Aung Myint 
Born 1946 in Yangon, Aung Myint is a self-taught artist who has been painting since 1972. Taught by Kin Maung to use a canvas, 
his early works were semi abstract painted in a Cubist style using materials obtained from the British or U.S. Embassy. The 
subject of his works relates largely to social behaviour. ‘Mother and Child’ was a recurrent theme that engaged the artist for 
several decades. Having lost his own mother at the delicate age of four, the artist has a strong emotional attachment to this 
theme.  His cubist paintings often focus on places such as monasteries, stupas and huts that housed the poor. He has never 
abandoned two- dimensional art, but performance and installation, part of his creative repertoire since 1995, complete his 
expressive palette rather than clashing with more conventional modes of communication. 
 
Aung Myint is the principal founder of the Inya Gallery of Art Yangonin (since 1989), which offers artists space to experiment 
freely, to converge and share ideas. While the artist continues to live and work in Yangon, his work is in several museums and 
well-known collections worldwide including the Solomon R Guggenheim Museum, New York, National Gallery Singapore, The 
National Visual Art Gallery, Malaysia, Macau Performance Art Museum, Vohbi Koc Foundation Turkey. 
 
Min Wae Aung  
Born in Danubyu, Myanmar in 1960, Min Wae Aung studied landscape and portrait paintings at the State School of Fine Arts, 
Yangon, and later developed his unique style, which has been met with intense international success. 
 
Min Wae Aung captures the very essence of Burma, its spiritual and magical dimension, creating iconic characters, which 
perpetuate age-old traditions. Monks and nuns in burnt-orange and maroon robes against striking gold backgrounds, with 
dramatic effects of light and shade, characterize his works. Faces are rarely shown, as Min Wae Aung prefers to emphasize the 
monks' movement. In his eyes, their anonymity helps convey how they are "leaving humanity behind" and going to "a peaceful 
place, like Nirvana.“ The audience often experiences a deep feeling of serenity and inner peace when contemplating his works. 
 
Min Wae Aung’s paintings can be found in private and corporate collections across the globe, and count more than 50 
international exhibitions to date. His works are held by the Singapore Art Museum in Singapore, Standard Chartered Bank in 
Hong Kong, Nation Museum in Myanmar and Fukuoka Art Museum in Japan. His works are also collected by galleries and 
institutes in Singapore, Malaysia, Netherlands, USA and UK, and are regularly showcased at art fairs. 
 
About Karin Weber Gallery 
 
Established in 1999 by German-born Karin Weber and now in its 16th year, Karin Weber Gallery is one of Hong Kong’s oldest 
contemporary art galleries. Situated on Aberdeen Street, in the heart of SoHo, the gallery presents a year-round programme of 
curated exhibitions, talks, and collector events. 
 
The gallery’s unique network of partners based in London, Mumbai and Berlin allows it to serve clients and source the most 
exciting emerging and established contemporary art from around the world.  
 
Karin Weber Gallery is equally passionate about presenting works by local emerging and established artists. The gallery assists 
artists through gallery shows and exhibition catalogues, selective art fairs, residency programs and promotion throughout the 
world. Small in size, yet global in outlook, Karin Weber Gallery represents one of Hong Kong’s truly international boutique 
galleries. 
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Title: Sorrowful 
Artist: Aung Myint 

Medium: acrylic on canvas 
Size: 92 x 92 cm 

Year: 2013 

         

 
 

Title: Red Bits and Pieces 
Artist: Aung Myint 

Medium: acrylic on canvas 
Size: 122 x 92 cm 

Year: 2013 

 

 
 

Title: Towards Monastery - Code 66 
Artist: Min Wae Aung 

Medium: acrylic on canvas 
Size: 152 x 130 cm 

Year: 2012 

 

 
 

Title: Traveller Monks 2 
Artist: Min Wae Aung 

Medium: acrylic on canvas 
Size: 182 x 152 cm 

Year: 2015 

 
 
 


