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MASAMI TERAOKA TURNS HIS PROBING EYE ON 
CURRENT ISSUES IN ‘FEAST OF FOOLS,’  
OPENING MAY 29—AT ARTAFTERDARK  

 
Cox Award winner Maya Lea Portner explores Honolulu’s landscape from Ka‘akaako to 

Tantalus through her installation opening June 11   
 

WHAT: Feast of Fools: The Triptych Paintings of Masami Teraoka 
WHEN: May 29-August 30, 2015 
WHERE: Honolulu Museum of Art, 900 Beretania St. 
ALERT: This exhibition contains adult-only content 
INFO: 532-8700, www.honolulumuseum.org (publishable) 
High-res images available on request. 
 
HONOLULU, HAWAI‘I (April 9, 2015)—Known for his highly finished watercolors 
combining Japanese ukiyo-e style and contemporary imagery that highlighted the clash 
between Asian and Western culture, Hawai‘i-based, internationally known artist Masami 
Teraoka made an extended trip to Europe in 2000.  
 
In Italy and Spain he became intrigued with religious history and ritual and was visually 
influenced by late Medieval and early Renaissance art. Returning to the U.S., Teraoka 
arrived in New York City just days after the Sept. 11 attacks in 2001. Shortly after that, 
Teraoka began a shift in his work, taking up oil painting on canvas and panel and exploring 
Western—particularly Catholic—religious subject matter and formats. 
 
The result is his ongoing, extensive The Cloisters Last Supper—Triptych Series. A 
selection of works from the series is on view in Feast of Fools: The Triptych Paintings of 
Masami Teraoka, opening at ARTafterDARK: Culture Clash on May 29, an event that 
Teraoka has attended since it launched in 2004. The exhibition is sponsored by MetroHNL.   
 
In these large-scale paintings, done in the style of late Medieval/early Renaissance gold-
ground altarpieces (comprising a central panel, with double-sided wing panels which can 
be opened and closed), Teraoka lays out his concern about issues of change and conflict in 



our time by depicting expansive narratives of social and moral turmoil, melding art 
historical references and iconography with contemporary figures (Pope Francis, Pussy 
Riot) and controversial events widely covered in the media. The exhibition title refers to 
the Middle Ages festival, in which power, dignity, and impunity was briefly conferred on 
those normally in a subordinate position—a mock bishop or pope was elected by the 
common people, ecclesiastical ritual was parodied, and high and low officials temporarily 
changed places.  
 
PUBLIC PROGRAMS: 
 
Art talk + special performance:  
Masami Teraoka and geisha Momotaro with James Jensen 
Sunday, May 31 • 6pm • Doris Duke Theatre • Free 
Curator of Contemporary Art James Jensen and Masami Teraoka discuss the artist’s 
triptych series, which includes images of geisha Momotaro from the Nakanoya Geisha 
House in Kanazawa, Japan. Then Momotaro performs, accompanied by a shamisen 
musician, followed by a Q+A session.  
 
See Masami Teraoka at work 
In the gallery • Second and last Sunday of the month, 2-3pm, June-August 
During the run of the exhibition, visitors can see the artist working on his painting Pussy 
Riot/Swan Lake on these dates: June 14 + 28, July 12 + 26, Aug. 9 + 23, 2-3pm. 
 
 
 
WHAT: Maya Lea Portner: Urbanophilia/Urbanophobia—Love and Fear of the City, The 
Catharine E.B. Cox Award Exhibition 
WHEN: June 11-September 13, 2015 
WHERE: Honolulu Museum of Art, 900 Beretania St. 
INFO: 532-8700, www.honolulumuseum.org (publishable) 
High-res images available on request. 
 
Maya Lea Portner wants to flip viewers’ perspective of Honolulu with her new installation	  
Urbanophilia/Urbanophobia—Love and Fear of the City, The Catharine E.B. Cox Award 
Exhibition, inspired by the abstraction of mapped land.	  	  
	  
Her installation, a contemplation of her home city, is made up of images and objects 
created from acrylic paint-coated paper. Portner studied aerial photographs of Honolulu 
taken from Google Earth, then carefully cut an intricate, abstracted pattern into the paper, 
based on the shapes of buildings, trees, streets, freeways, plots of land, hills and mountains 



in the swath of land that runs from Kewalo Basin up to Tantalus. The result is a 
multilayered work that is especially timely as Honolulu experiences a building boom. 
 
Portner, who lives in Honolulu, and lectures in art at the University of Hawaiʻi at Mānoa 
and Hawaii Pacific University, attended an artist residency in Saint-Louis, Senegal, from 
January to March this year. “The perspective gained from being far away has influenced 
my current work,” she says. “Living a great distance from Honolulu while mapping the 
shapes of its urban structure forced me to take less for granted regarding Honolulu’s 
particular qualities as a city/landscape. At the same time I constantly experienced Saint-
Louis in comparison to Honolulu. Being a foreigner reminded me that all locations are 
simultaneously the center of the world for those who inhabit them.” 
 
The Catharine E.B. Cox Award for Excellence in the Visual Arts is given biennially to 
Hawai’i artists on the basis of their demonstrated talent and promise, with first 
consideration given to emerging visual artists working in any media. The award was 
established in 1985 by Cox’s grandsons Charles S. Cox of La Jolla, California, and Doak 
C. Cox and Richard H. Cox of Honolulu. A former teacher, Cox helped museum founder 
Anna Rice Cooke research and catalogue her collection and went on to serve as the its first 
director, from 1927 to 1928, overseeing the preparation and opening of the institution in 
1927. She continued her distinguished association with the museum as a member of the 
board of trustees until 1934, acting as the board’s secretary. She died in 1964. 
 
 
 
About the Honolulu Museum of Art 
One of the world’s premier art museums, the Honolulu Museum of Art presents 
international caliber special exhibitions and features a collection that includes Hokusai, van 
Gogh, Gauguin, Monet, Picasso and Warhol, as well as traditional Asian and Hawaiian art. 
Located in two of Honolulu’s most beautiful buildings, visitors enjoy two cafés, gardens, 
and films and concerts at the theater.  
 In 2011, The Contemporary Museum gifted its assets and collection to the 
Honolulu Academy of Arts and in 2012, the combined museum changed its name to the 
Honolulu Museum of Art. 
 
Locations: 
Honolulu Museum of Art: 900 S. Beretania Street 
Honolulu Museum of Art Spalding House: 2411 Makiki Heights Drive 
Honolulu Museum of Art School: 1111 Victoria Street 
Honolulu Museum of Art at First Hawaiian Center: 999 Bishop Street 
Honolulu Museum of Art Doris Duke Theatre: 901 Kinau Street (at rear of museum) 



 
Website: www.honolulumuseum.org 
Phone: 808-532-8700 
 
Hours:  
Honolulu Museum of Art: Tues.-Sat. 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Sun. 1-5 p.m.; closed Monday. 
The Honolulu Museum of Art Café: lunch only, Tues.-Sat., 11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
 
Honolulu Museum of Art Spalding House: Tues.-Sat. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.; Sun. noon-4 p.m. 
Spalding House Café: lunch only, Tues.-Sat. 11 a.m.-2 p.m. 
 
Admission (permits entry to both museums on the same day): 
$10 general admission; children 17 and under are free. 
 
Admission is free to: shop, cafés, Robert Allerton Art Library, and the art school 
 
Free days: First Wednesday of every month 
 
Bank of Hawaii Family Sunday: The museum is free to the public on the third Sunday of 
the month, 11 a.m.-5 p.m., courtesy Bank of Hawaii. 


