
LYONS WIER GALLERY 
 542 West 24th Street � New York � NY � 10011 

 

WWW.LYONSWIERGALLERY.COM 

Group Show 
Unlimited Potential curated by James Austin Murray 
 
July 16 – August 15, 2015 
 
Artists’ Reception:  
Thursday, July 16, 2015, 6-8pm  
 
Lyons Wier Gallery 
542 West 24th Street 
New York, NY 100011 
 
Gallery Hours: Tues - Sat, 11-6pm      
Nearest subway: C.E @ 23rd St & 8th Ave 
 
Featuring: Chris Arabadjis, Alex Couwenberg, Erika Diehl, Jeanne Heifetz, Jeffrey Cortland Jones, Suzanne Laura 
Kammin, James Little, Jeff Muhs, James Austin Murray, Helen O’Leary, Duane Paul, Christopher Rico, Gayle Ruskin, 
Rodger Stevens, Artur Trojanowski and Mark Zimmermann 
 
Last year gallery artist James Austin Murray and I engaged into a heated yet compassionate conversation about an onslaught of 
recent articles by art critics Walter Robinson and Jerry Saltz on the genre they coined ‘Zombie Formalism’ and the manner in 
which certain abstract paintings were being made.  Murray, a process-based abstractionist, has been investigating and making 
Formal Abstraction for the last decade and had plenty to say about this critical bandwagon that was gaining traction. Armed with 
a litany of ideas and artists whose work buttressed his position, I offered Murray the opportunity to curate and realize his 
passionate discourse. Over the last year, I watched Murray transition from an artist with a ‘rant' to an artist with a ‘vision’. The 
exhibition he has presented, "Unlimited Potential," is the fruit of his labors. – Michael Lyons Wier 

Murray states, ‘‘’Unlimited Potential’ is what each piece in this show is about. The works signal the constant back and forth 
between the artist and their artwork. Each artist is searching for something – be it something transcendental, something 
sublime, the moment where intention, happenstance and completion collide, the communion between the painter and the brush 
stoke.   

For an abstract painter, the muse, the metaphor, the spiritual, or whatever starting point the artist has, there is always a critical 
moment when an artwork hits that ‘sweet spot’ – when the struggle subsides and the work tells you you’re finished.  The 
wonderful thing about ‘Unlimited Potential’ is how the formal aspects of each painting evidence the solitude and studio struggles 
of being an artist. It illustrates the constant barrage of questions an artist faces, and how with each answer, the dialog slowly 
develops until he/she finds that ‘sweet spot’. 

Evolving into a thesis all its own, ‘Unlimited Potential’ is an exhibition that started out as a response to the critics but manifested 
into an exhibition about the ever-evolving endeavors of the artist and their practice.  The exhibition is not about Zombie 
Formalism and the ‘critical’ discourse that is swirling around it, but about process-oriented artists, their artwork and the courage 
to take that step into the abstract and unknown.  It is a show that embraces the artist’s confidence to unlock the unlimited 
potential inherent in each artwork. The show is ALL about Formal Abstraction, about great mark-making, and I think evidences 
some of the best abstraction being made today.” 
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Alex Couwenberg, The Pressure of This Little Thrill 
2015, Acrylic on canvas, 48 x 46 in / 121.9 x 116.8 cm 

 


