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Untitled from Fractal Scars, Salt water and Tears, 2014/2015



Teichmann’s practice combines still and moving 
image, collage and painting to create alternate 
worlds, which blur autobiography and fiction. Cen-
tral to the work lies an exploration of the origins 
of fantasy and desire and how these are bound to 
experiences of loss and representation. Through a 
parallel display of photographs or films juxtaposed 
with fictional sets and women bodies, thousands of 
stories emerge. 

Fractal Scars, Salt Water and Tears invites us into 
a liquid dream---like world of desire. Cascading 
waterfalls and seashells whispering the lapping of 
waves are juxtaposed with state who seem to be 

stepping out of the stone from which they are carved.
A large---scale backdrop of a cave is painted in dripping inks. Languid female 
nudes punctuate mythical landscapes, auto—erotic in their gaze and gesture, 
eyes turned away or averted to storm clouds above them. A pregnant woman 
lies under a night sky with a child lying between her thighs, another rests on 
her elbow, back turned, swallowed by the darkness of the boat---bed she is 
lying upon. Sisters, friends, lovers, strangers, these women of flesh and stone 
tell us of pleasure and longing.

Through the layering of memory, desire, fear, fiction and fantasy, Teichmann 
uses and extends the photographic medium as a passage between realms 
of experience and artistic creation. Her work exploits the tension between 
photography’s relationship to reality and sense of otherworldly power. This 
complex, even troubled relationship with the medium has yielded a passio-
nate foray into others.1

Across these different mediums, we move from real to imagined spaces, ex-
ploring the relationship between loss, desire and the imaginary.  The pho-
tographic medium is worked upon with painting, collage and montage, nar-
rative voice over juxtaposed with moving image. Here, the photographic is 
loosened from its referent, slipping in and out of darkness, cloaked in inks 
and bathed in subtle hues of tinted light. These inhabited spaces are often 
spaces of night. Womb-like, liquid, they are moving from beds to swamps 
from the mother to the lover in search of a primordial return.

1  Excerpt from «The Photograph as Portal», Jessica Brier’s essay (exhibition curator and writer based in 
San Francisco). Published on Daylight Digital feature – March 2014
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Untitled from Mythologies, 2009/2015
Ink on C-Type print 
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Untitled from Fractal Scars, Salt water and Tears, 2014/2015
Collage, C-Type print and cyanotype



Exhibition view at ZEPHYR – Raum für Fotografie, Mannheim’s Reiss-Engelhorn-Museums, Germany



EsthEr tEichmann 
Is born in Karlsruhe, Germany, in 1980.
She lives and works in London. 

German/American artist Esther Teichmann received an MA and PhD from the Royal 
College of Art. Primarily based in London, she is senior lecturer at the London College 
of Communication, lecturer at the Royal College of Art and spent the 2013 as guest 
professor at the California College of the Arts in San Francisco. With the publication 
and the exhibition of her works, she realizes heteroclite projects.  In the last year, 
she participated in group exhibitions at the Houston Centre of Photography and the 
Dong Gang Museum of Photography in South Korea. Teichmann has recently been 
published in Carol Mavor’s Black and Blue (Duke University Press) and Mavor’s Blue 
Mythologies (Reaktion Books). In 2014, new visual and written works are featured in 
issue 51 of the Spanish/Mexican Photography biannual EXIT and on Daylight Digital. 

Fractal Scars, Salt Water and Tears was shown at Flowers Gallery in London in May 
2014 and will tour to Paris for the Levallois Award in October 2014. Alongside the 
show, Teichmann produced Vol V of Self Publish Be Happy’s book club edition. They 
have also been featured in the 2014 Hotshoe edition. 

Until 30 August, Esther Teichmann is exhibited at ZEPHYR - Raum für Fotografie at 
Mannheim’s Reiss-Engelhorn-Museums, Germany. A limited edition artist book, 
Mondschwimmen, has been published for Teichmann’s current museum show at Ze-
phyr. A new series of images will be part of a box set of books published by Hotshoe 
Magazine, Crude Metaphors, in which five photographers each have a small book at 
the centre of which five invited authors have each written a short story in response 
to the images. Alongside Teichmann, Roger Ballen, Todd Hido will also be in the first 
edition, launching in November. Esther is working with Stanley/ Barker on a two vo-
lume publication to be published in 2016, comprising of a monograph and a book of 
Teichmann’s theoretical writings and essays.

Untitled from Fractal Scars, Salt water and Tears, 2014/2015



17, rue des Filles-du-Calvaire 75003 Paris // 01 42 74 47 05 // paris@fillesducalvaire.com


