
	  

 

 
For Immediate Release: 
Date:  July 3, 2015 
Contact: Valerie Santerli, RULE Gallery, (303) 800-6776, pr@rulegallery.com 
 
RULE Gallery is pleased to announce the opening of its new location in Marfa, Texas. This will 
be RULE's second permanent space, expanding from its primary location in Denver, Colorado. 
The grand opening of RULE Gallery Marfa, located at 204 E. San Antonio St. Marfa, TX 79843, 
will be on October 9, 2015 with an inaugural exhibition entitled Stuff Like Air featuring new work 
by Joseph Coniff. The show will run through December 5, 2015. 
 
In 1971, the unobstructed, indeed, minimalist landscape that surrounds Marfa drew sculptor 
Donald Judd from New York City and the bustle, tumult, and constrictions of the world's art 
capitals. Since that time, Marfa has developed an international reputation as a lively intellectual 
center of artistic freedom, expression, and appreciation; and today it is recognized as an 
incubator of contemporary art and ideas, with an emphasis on minimalism. 
 
Robin Rule (1958-2013), who founded RULE Gallery in Denver in 1987, was drawn to the hard-
edged, geometric minimalism that Donald Judd was famous for, and for which Marfa has become 
known. After a visit in1999, Rule too became enamored with Marfa. She returned in October of 
2000 to put on one of the first pop-up shows in the region, featuring the work of New York 
artist Mary Obering. RULE Gallery in Marfa continues Robin Rule's legacy, while promoting both 
established and emerging artists from regional and national scenes. 
 
Stuff Like Air, an exhibition of work by Joseph Coniff, debuts concurrently with the grand opening 
on October 9, and will be on view through December 5, 2015. The exhibition includes de- and 
re- constructed, tailored fabric works, as well as smaller works on paper. The tailored fabric 
works explore Coniff's reaction to the assumed dichotomies within a binary worldview, focusing 
on the perceptual possibilities inherent in relationships such as the figure and the ground. Coniff 
challenges the polarities of these relationships and looks with equanimity on what we might 
consider the foreground and the background, and the "empty" space between. Through these 
works, Coniff views the broken pattern as a line at which we can awake from malaise and gain a 
greater understanding of being. 
 
About: Joseph Coniff earned his Bachelor of Fine Arts at the Rocky Mountain College of Art 
and Design in 2011. He has been included in New American Paintings, Creative Quarterly, Studio Visit 
Magazine, and Vogue Espana. Coniff was listed as one of Denver's 2012 Top Up-and-Coming 
Artists and was featured as one of Denver Westword's 100 Colorado Creatives in 2014. He has 
received two Denver Westword Best of awards, both for RULE Gallery solo exhibitions, the first 
in 2012, and the second in 2014. Coniffʼs work has been exhibited nationally and internationally 
in Denver, New York, Los Angeles, and Berlin. 
 
RULE Gallery has exhibited contemporary abstract and conceptual works, including paintings, 
sculpture, photography, and works on paper, by both established and emerging national artists, 
since 1987. The gallery has locations in Denver, Colorado, and Marfa, Texas.  


