
 

 

  
 
This autumn, the Serpentine presents an exhibition by Jimmie Durham (b. 
1940, USA), an artist, poet, essayist and political activist, whose career spans 
five decades. This major survey show at the Serpentine Gallery highlights his 
multi-dimensional practice, including sculpture, drawing and film. Alongside 
new sculptures and key installations, the exhibition will show a group of early 
works that have never been exhibited in the UK.  
 
Durham’s work explores the relationship between forms and concepts. He 
combines words within his sculptures and drawings to conjure images and 
uses images to convey ideas. His sculptural constructions are often combined 
with disparate elements, such as written messages, photographs, words, 
drawings and objects. The core of Durham's work is his ability to explore the 
intrinsic qualities of the materials he uses, at times fused with the agility of 
wordplay and, above all, irony.  
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In the 1950s, Durham worked extensively with wood, in the 1960s he started 
combining it with other materials, investigating the inherent qualities of the 
mediums he selected. In the 1980s, his experimentations evolved from object-
based artworks to sculptural assemblages. Durham started using everyday 
objects including a range of materials from wood to PVC piping, metal screws 
and TV screens, which would become central to his practice in the following 
decades. Though Durham is wary of iconic representation in his work, in the 
late 1980s and early 1990s he began experiments on the relationship 
between culture and man made objects through his extensive use of 
installations. 
 
At the heart of Durham’s practice is a continuous exploration and production 
of hybrid and seemingly fragmented installations that invite the viewer to 
reconstitute or reconstruct the underlying signs embedded in his works. His 
work addresses the political and cultural forces, e.g. the forces of colonialism 
that constructs our contemporary discourses and challenges our 
understanding of authenticity in art. Since Durham moved to Europe in the 
early 1990s, his works often, but not exclusively, challenge the idea of 
architecture, monumental works and narration of national identities by 
deconstructing those stereotypes and prejudices on which the Western 
culture is based.  
 
Running concurrently at the Serpentine Sackler Gallery is an exhibition of 
American video artist Rachel Rose. Through opposite techniques and 
materials, both artists draw on subjectivity and personal history, cultural 
context and ecology to weave seemingly disparate narratives into their work. 
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Image Credit: 
Jimmie Durham 
Carnivalesque Shark in Venice 2015 
Sculpture Glass, leather, piranha teeth, Papier-mâché, acrylic paint 
71 x 30 x 33.5 cm 
Installation View: Jimmie Durham, Venice: Objects, Work and Tourism 
Fondazione Querini Stampalia, 2015 
Courtesy of the artist and kurimanzutto, Mexico 
Photo: Francesco Allegretto 

 
 
Notes to Editors: 
 
Jimmie Durham 
Jimmie Durham (b. 1940, USA) is an artist, poet, essayist and political activist 
living in Berlin. Durham’s work has been widely exhibited internationally and 
selected solo exhibitions include: Neuer Berliner Kunstverein, Berlin and 
Fondazione Querino Stampalia, Venice (both 2015); Parasol Unit, London 
(2014); MACRO, Rome and MuHKA – Museum of Contemporary Art, Antwerp 
(both 2012); Portikus, Frankfurt (2010); Musee d’Art Moderne de la Ville de 



Paris (2009); Matt’s Gallery, London (2006 and 1988); DAAD, Berlin and 
Kunstverein Munich (both 1998); ICA, London and Palais des Beaux-Arts, 
Brussels (both 1993) and the University of Texas (1967).  
 
Selected group exhibitions include the Whitney Biennial, New York (2014 and 
1993); Venice Biennale (2013, 2005, 2003, 2001 and 1999); 5th and 13th 
Istanbul Biennial (1997 and 2013); Documenta, Kassel (2012 and 1992); 29th 
São Paulo Biennial (2010) and the Sydney Biennial and Gwangju Biennale 
(both 2004).  
 
At the Serpentine Galleries Durham has participated in the Extinction 
Marathon: Visions of the Future (2014), Garden Marathon (2011); Poetry Marathon 
(2009) and Manifesto Marathon (2008). 
 
 
 

 


