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New exhibition at James Watrous Gallery on view September 11–October 25, 2015 
Logjam: Brenda Baker, Kevin Giese, Mark Iwinski 

Logjam features the work of Brenda Baker, Kevin Giese, and Mark Iwinski, three artists whose sculpture 
and prints inspire reflection on environmental restoration and the health of our forests. Through 
photographs, artifacts, and text, the exhibition will also consider the legacy of the Wisconsin cutover, the 
rise of industrial forestry, and the move toward more sustainable forest products. 

ABOUT THE ARTISTS 

Brenda Baker often works with harvested wood, and her recent pieces use wood from land near 
Spring Green to probe the relationship between native and invasive species. Her ambitious 
"Seed Pod" for Monona Terrace is similar in intent—if not in scale—to the work she is currently 
making for the exhibit. 

 
Kevin Giese makes sculpture from birch, pine, and other saplings, changing them subtly by 
peeling the bark, carving minimally, and adding elements like resin and pebbles. Geise’s choice 
of imagery and materiality in his artworks reflect his affinity with the natural world, and his 
work has a simplicity and clarity that is deeply moving. 

 

Mark Iwinski has been making prints and cast paper forms directly from old-growth stumps for 
several years, creating works that evoke (in his words) a "Ghost Forest." Made with an austere color 
palette, these prints communicate the grandeur of ancient trees and evoke memories of a lost landscape.  

The concept for Logjam also reflects the Wisconsin Academy's interdisciplinary approach, particularly our 
interest in projects in which art, history, and science intersect. Interpretive sections will include images, 
artifacts, and texts that evoke the logging era and the subsequent rise of "industrial forestry." A group of 
folk art objects and photographs that represent early Wisconsin loggers, logging equipment, and lumber 
operations will be on view, along with samples from the USDA Forest Products Lab's renowned wood 
anatomy collection. Objects that reflect today's interest in sustainable forestry, urban wood products, and 
"whole tree" lumber will also point to current issues in forestry and timber usage. 

RELATED EVENTS 

 Friday, September 11, 5:30–7:30 pm: Opening reception with talks by the artists and curator 
Jody Clowes at 6:30pm in the James Watrous Gallery. No registration required.  Free and open 
to the public. 

 Tuesday, September 15, 6–6:30 pm: Exhibition tour with curator Jody Clowes in the James 
Watrous Gallery. Free with advance online registration. Space is limited. 

 Tuesday, September 15, 7–8:00 pm: "It's All About the Pinery Boys": Historic Sounds from 
Northwoods Lumber Camps, a talk by folklorist and Wisconsin Academy Fellow James P. Leary 
in the first floor gallery of the Wisconsin Historical Museum, 30 N Carroll Street, in Madison. Free 
with advance online registration, this talk is brought to you by the Wisconsin Academy of 
Sciences, Arts & Letters and the University of Wisconsin Press, in partnership with the Wisconsin 
Historical Museum. Questions? Contact Aaron Fai at  608-263-1692 ext. 14. 

 Thursday, October 8, 6–6:30 pm: Exhibition tour with curator Jody Clowes at the James 
Watrous Gallery. Free with advance online registration. Space is limited. 
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 Thursday, October 8, 7–8:30 pm: The State of Wisconsin’s Forests: An Evening with David 
Mladenoff in the Wisconsin Studio (across from the James Watrous Gallery) in Overture Center 
for the Arts, 201 State Street, Madison. Free with advance online registration. 

FOR MEDIA ONLY: Download exhibition images at flickr.com. 

This exhibition is made possible through the generous support of the Wisconsin Arts Board, with funds 
from the State of Wisconsin and the National Endowment for the Arts, Madison Art Commission, and 
Dane Arts, with additional funding from the Evjue Foundation, charitable arm of The Capital Times, and 
the Endres Mfg. Company Foundation. The James Watrous Gallery also receives ongoing support from 
Doubletree Hotel-Madison and the members of the nonprofit Wisconsin Academy of Sciences, Arts and 
Letters. 

ABOUT THE JAMES WATROUS GALLERY 
Free and open to the public, the James Watrous Gallery is a program of the Wisconsin Academy of 
Sciences, Arts & Letters, an independent, nonprofit organization that seeks to inspire discovery, illuminate 
creative work, and foster civil dialogue. The gallery's primary focus is the work of contemporary Wisconsin 
visual artists. We also present exhibitions that explore the history of art in Wisconsin or topics that bridge 
the sciences, arts, and humanities. Our goals are to support Wisconsin visual art and artists through 
quality exhibitions and programs, to provide opportunities for viewers to actively engage in the visual arts, 
and to encourage a spirit of inquiry.  

Gallery Hours: 
Wednesday          Noon–5:00 pm 
Thursday              Noon–5:00 pm 
Friday                  Noon–8:00 pm 
Saturday              Noon–8:00 pm 
Sunday                Noon–5:00 pm 
or by appointment 

For more information, please visit wisconsinacademy.org/gallery or call 608-265-2500. 
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