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Observing itself, the human being perceives what it is, discovers what it is not and 
imagines what it could become. It perceives where it is and where it is not, and imagines 
where it could go. A triad comes into being. The observing-I, the I-in-situ, and the  
not-I, that is, the other. 

The human being alone possesses this faculty for self-observation in an imaginary  
mirror. Doubtless it will have had prior experience of other mirrors — its mother’s  
eyes, its reflection in water — but henceforward it is able to view itself by means of 
imagination alone.

It consumes the fruits of the world. It enjoys and suffers from the natural elements. It 
constructs shelters and dwellings. It carries on the social and economic transactions of 
its daily life.

The triad meets, face-to-face, the face of the other. The face of the other has three 
faces. Sometimes more, sometimes less, depending. A beginning. 

A moment in time. An encounter. Ships passing in the night. There is a sea. There are 
stars. They are open.

There is attraction or repulsion. Acceptance or refusal. Sometimes they are mixed. A  
paradoxical conjunction between pure exterior and pure interiority — consequences must be drawn. 

The virtue of accepting that something is happening that you had not foreseen.

–– more ––

Enzo Mari, The Big Stone Game, 1968.



Jay Erker: Living Together, cont.

 

Inner Dinner will perform a dinner within the installation on September 26th at 7PM. RSVP  
required. There will also be a closing reception in which The Reader’s Chorus will perform  
a text written by Jay Erker. The closing will happen in conjunction with open studios for the  
ESXLA International Artists in Residence on October 10th, 2-6PM.

Jay Erker is a multi-disciplinary artist and curator based in Los Angeles whose work has been 
presented in various exhibitions in Los Angeles, New York, San Francisco, China, Tokyo, and London. 

Inner Dinner is a collaboration between Chris Niemi, Andrew Choate, and Janne Larsen. This  
dining collective seeks to provide dinners that are artistic experiences. In collaboration  
with artists, Inner Dinner seeks to make art in relation to, out of, and in the context of a 
particular body of visual artwork. Each course, including the ingredients, presentationand final 
taste, is made for the context of seeing, contemplating and understanding the artwork made. 

The Reader’s Chorus consists of composers and musicians, visual artists and filmmakers,  
writers and poets. Inspired by the possibilities for experimentation with a group of  
speaking voices, the Reader’s Chorus, develops, arranges and performs existing and original 
text based compositions. 
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