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Cairns are simple markers on a trail that signify to a hiker the continuation of a particular excursion. The 
components of cairns are typically sourced directly from the environment surrounding the path and often 
have indicators that point to the next step within the course of the journey. Other markers are also present –
stairs or ropes guide the direction -however, in many cases the trail is not much more distinct from the 
settings around it. It takes visual cues to distinguish between what is intended as a walking path and what is 
natural wilderness. Sometimes there are paint splotches on trees or boulders. Other cues are evident from 
frequent use or from other signifiers – such as material composition or the presence of other hikers.  
 
The work of Brian Wondergem operates on this level. The artworks are markers on a guided tour – both as 
evidence to a path and signifier for the direction. Often sourced from the everyday environment of domestic 
life the artwork is a metaphor for possibility.  Taken from common and familiar materials the items are 
chosen so that anyone could understand the cultural design and use value of the object. The use of these 
household belongings is commonly contrasted with a conversation about craft. Referencing middle class 
purposefulness Wondergem’s work balances between traditional craft and abstract assemblage. The 
materials imply a greater formal order for items that are designed for specific use.  
 
The particular works in  Return Sequence are reflective as markers in time. The pieces interact within the 
space but are generated through an internal order. Viewers may experience this as part of their own 
excursion, but within this discourse there is no designated beginning or end of the trail. Many can speculate 
but it is to be determined how that journey will conclude – more likely it is cyclical or just unraveling 
indefinitely. We only know of its continuation by the markers that are left.  
 
This solo exhibition of new work is the culmination of Wondergem's two-month summer residency at Abrons 
Arts Center through the AIRspace program.  
 
Brian Wondergem was born in East Tennessee and graduated in 2004 from Yale Sculpture’s M.F.A. program. 
Wondergem’s esoteric approach includes sculptural installation and assemblage. He has exhibited in 
numerous public and alternative spaces. In recent years his work has found resonance within a variety of 
non-traditional and artist-run exhibition formats. In 2007, he participated in the EAF07: Emerging Artist 
Fellowship Show at Socrates Sculpture Park. In 2010, he was invited to live and work in Zagreb, Croatia 
through Art in General’s Eastern European Residency Exchange Program with the Croatian Council of Artists 
(HDLU). While there he presented a show of public sculpture that was exhibited outside of the Mestrovich 



Pavilion.  In 2012, he had a solo exhibition at Kidd Yellin Gallery in Red Hook Brooklyn. Since then he has 
exhibited at P.S.122, Site 95, Knockdown Center, NADA Hudson, and Regina Rex Gallery. He currently lives 
and works in New York City.  
 


