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Kay WalkingStick 
New Paintings 

 
 An exhibition of new paintings by Kay WalkingStick – alluring vistas the artist describes 

as a kind of cloud atlas -- will open at the June Kelly Gallery, 166 Mercer Street, on November 

19, 2015.  The exhibition will remain on view through January 5, 2016. 

WalkingStick, who visited the Atlantic shore all of her life never thought it possible to 

actually paint it.  “I decided to try and found it very beautiful, especially off-season. I walked the 

beaches, sketched and took photos, then pored over both when I returned home. I loved the 

muted colors, I loved the sea air, the feel and smell of it.  I wanted these paintings to convey that 

feeling of the sea, as well as the look of it.”   

WalkingStick’s response when seeing the sky above the majesty of Sierra Nevada 

mountains was equally overwhelming. “I sensed it isn’t “my” land yet.  I don’t own it 

intellectually or visually the way I feel I “own” the mountains of the southwest, or the waters of 

the east coast …. “  

WalkingStick, who has painted landscapes throughout her four-decade career has become 

best known for her use of diptychs, two-paneled works of art, which she sees as powerful 

metaphor to express the beauty and power of uniting the disparate, a concept particularly 

attractive to those who are of mixed cultures.  

  WalkingStick’s blending of the abstract with the more literal, capturing architectural 

grandeur and sensuality of nature’s organic shapes displays her seeking of spiritual truth through 

the acts of painting and metaphysical reflection.   

WalkingStick says she began this current body of work as a kind of cloud atlas, 

describing clouds over ocean and mountains.  “While the skies over the Atlantic Ocean and the 

Sierra Nevada are spectacular, the more I painted, the more important became the mountains and  
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sea.  The sky took its appropriate place as our great back-drop — our metaphor for the great 

canopy. 

WalkingStick lives and works in Easton, Pennsylvania.  She holds a BFA from Arcadia 

University (formerly Beaver College), Glenside, Pennsylvania, and an MFA from Pratt Institute,  

Brooklyn, New York.  WalkingStick was awarded the prestigious Lee Krasner grant for 2011 

from the Pollock-Krasner Foundation.  In 2003, she received the Distinguished Artist Award 

from the Eiteljorg Museum of American Indian and Western Art, Indianapolis, Indiana, and in 

1995 she won a Joan Mitchell Foundation Award in Painting.  She also is a recipient of the 

National Honor Award for Achievement in the Arts from the Women’s Caucus for Art, and a 

Visual Artist Fellowship in Painting from the National Endowment for the Arts.  She has been a 

visiting artist and lecturer at Skowhegan, and also had a residency at the Rockefeller Conference 

& Study Center, Bellagio, Italy. 

 WalkingStick’s works have been shown in many one-person and group exhibitions in the 

United States and Europe.  She is represented in major public and private collections, including 

the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York; Neuberger Museum of Art, Purchase, New York; 

the Montclair Art Museum, New Jersey; The Detroit Institute of Arts, Michigan; La Jolla 

Museum of Contemporary Art, California; Eiteljorg Museum of American Indian and Western 

Art, Indianapolis, IN; The Hunter Museum, Chattanooga, TN; The Newark Museum, New 

Jersey; Heard Museum, Phoenix, Arizona; National Museum of American Indian, Smithsonian, 

Washington, DC; The Hood Museum of Art, Dartmouth College, Hanover, New Hampshire;  

Israel Museum, Jerusalem, and the National Museum of Canada, Ottawa.   

Concurrently, the first major retrospective for the Kay WalkingStick: An American 

Artist, will open at the National Museum of the American Indian in Washington, DC, on 

November 7, 2015, and continue through September 18, 2016.  WalkingStick is one of today’s 

most accomplished Native American artists who has been acclaimed particularly for her majestic 

and sensual landscapes. 
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