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by Jill Mathis

Milan, September 17th 2015. 
Effearte is pleased to present Jill Mathis’s solo show, Dreaming of Ingmar Bergman 
published for the first time.

The semiologist Ugo Volli wrote: “Dreams are always heterogeneous. From the 
material of our everyday  lives, we construct form that ambiguously  alludes to our 
worries, our desires and our frustrations... Dreaming is therefore an ambiguous gesture 
that regards two separate realities, blends them, disguises them, patches them 
together according to some obscure logic that replenishes energy  and defines 
meaning. Perhaps the same is true for artists whose works are inspired by  those of 
other artists... Photographs from films, like this series by  Jill Mathis... Every  re-visitation 
- every  new reading, every new remake, every  “homage” - is actually  a 
misinterpretation, a double gesture that captures and rejects, copies and deforms, 
challenges and exorcises the material that preceded it. This double tension means that 
the relationship between the two artists takes on a dream-like quality”. 

Jill Mathis’s work is not a description of Ingmar Bergman’s world, it is not her intention 
and it could never be. Her photographs capture a precise moment, the here and now. 
A moment that follows Bergman’s dream and reveals its story. 
In the pictures, the subjects are the words more than the images. Indeed, the artist 
focuses on the etymological-artistic research: all the words have a precise meaning 
and at the same time they  are ambiguous; the words tend to conceptualize the images 
opening our horizons onto Bergman’s universe.
Semantics is central: the artist wants that the images hint at their meanings but at the 
same time she wants them to express something more, creating illusions and dreams.
At the end, the result is that the viewer has the impression of facing some kind of 
rebus. 

Quoting the critic Roberto Mastroianni: “The place where Jill Mathis and Ingmar 
Bergman come together is where words meet images, jointly  seeking meaning... 
Bergman is a Swedish director who expresses existential concepts through the 
medium of moving images; Mathis is an American photographer who expresses the 
existential etymological history  of anthropological concepts through the medium of still 
images. That they should find common ground is only  natural since they  both take “the 
long way around” to get from images to concepts, whether by  passing through the 
photographs (of Jill Mathis) to get to the films (of Ingmar Bergman) or through the films 
to get to the photographs”.
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