
MATE - Museo Mario Testino presents Sin Censura: Ed van der Elsken, the second exhibition in MATE’s annual series Los Maestros 
de a Fotografia (Masters of Photography).

The photography of Ed van der Elsken (1925 - 1990) is marked by a technique less concerned with traditional photographic styles 
and compositions, and is considered of great importance in the development of contemporary photography.  Although his career 
began in the 1940s, it was when van der Elsken moved to Paris in the 50’s and documented the bohemian society of Paris’s St. 
Germain neighbourhood in the post war period that proved to be the catalyst for his reputation.  For over forty years van der 
Elsken photographed people in the streets of big cities in his highly subjective and spontaneous style; his affinity to certain types of 
characters often marginalised in society explored and presented the brighter and darker sides of the human condition.

Sin Censura consists of 40 photographs captured between 1954 and 1983 in The Netherlands, Belgium, Switzerland, France and 
other countries.  They are exhibited in MATE’s temporary exhibition space alongside the video Long Life For Me (1996), a 
compilation by Han Hogeland, in which van der Elsken speaks about the different fragments of his life and work.

In the words of Jimena Gonzalez, Cultural Director of MATE: “We are very excited to have the opportunity to exhibit for the first 
time in Lima the work of such an important Dutch photographer.  Ed van der Elsken was a character, a photographer who created 
images from street life.  He tried to show the true personality of those he portrayed without any filter, giving his photography 
a spontaneous character, sometimes confrontational.  Selected especially for this exhibition, the images show a severe and 
spontaneous style with which he recorded his travels, the people with whom he came across, as well as scenes from his private life.  
This is a great opportunity to see the work of this master of photography”.

The exhibition is made possible thanks to the support of the Embassy of The Netherlands, KLM Airlines, Multivision and Annet 
Gelink Gallery.

The exhibition runs until November 1st 2015 at MATE - Museo Mario Testino, located at Avenida Pedro de Osma 409, Barranco. 
The entry fee is S / .3.00 and opening hours are Tuesday – Sunday from 10am until 7pm.

For more information, please contact: 
MARIO TESTINO +, London — Charlotte Sprague
Email: charlotte@mariotestino.com — Tel: +44 207 243 7580

MATE - Museo Mario Testino presents the work of Dutch photographer Ed van der Elsken (1925 – 1990) 
as part of its series on influential photographers: Los Maestros de la Fotografia.

 Sin Censura: Ed van der Elsken at MATE - Museo Mario Testino in Lima, Peru runs until November 1st 2015.

 www.mate.pe

Press Release – For Immediate Release

© Ed van der Elsken / Nederlands Fotomuseum, 
courtesy Annet Gelink Gallery, Amsterdam. 
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Notes to Editors

About MATE

MATE, Museo Mario Testino is a non-profit institution established to contribute to Peru through the cultivation and promotion of 
culture and heritage. Founded in 2012 by photographer Mario Testino, MATE is a manifestation of his pride for his native country 
and a desire to give back through culture.

About Los Maestros de la Fotografia

MATE presents the second edition of Los Maestros de la Fotografía; this exhibition series shows the work of established 
photographers as part of MATE’s mission to provide a dynamic exhibition program offering multiple educational experiences 
accessible to a wide audience.

Photography in Peru has a rich and vast history from its beginnings in the nineteenth century. Many prominent photographers 
are a part of this history, such as Martin Chambi, Juan Manuel Figueroa Aznar, and the Vargas Brothers, among many others.  It is 
through photography that we can go back in time and see how Peru is a product of change, a multicultural society that continues 
to transform and enrich over time.

Maestros de la Fotografía, begun its series in 2014 with the exhibition Legends in Light by George Hurrell and in this second edition 
we present the work of Dutch photographer Ed van der Elsken.  The series intends to shows us the diversity of the aesthetic and 
visual language that comes from historical, modern and contemporary photography, and from cultures of various origins and ways 
of seeing the world.

About Ed van der Elsken

Ed van der Elsken (1925, Amsterdam - 1990, Edam) was a photographer and filmmaker who captured the life he encountered 
through photos, films and on photo books for over 40 years.  Though his career began in the 1940’s, it was his move to Paris in 
the 1950’s that proved the catalyst for his reputation.  His time in Paris culminated in Love on the Left Bank (1956), his influential 
photography book that documented and characterized the bohemian scene of Saint Germain-des-Prés and instantly made Ed 
van der Elsken famous.  The photographs in this series caught the eye of Edward Steichen, resulting in various shows in the U.S. 
during the 1950’s that would cement his reputation and place him amongst a group of peers including Robert Frank, Bert Hardy 
and Herbert List.  Love on the Left Bank crystallized van der Elsken’s gritty, spontaneous and often confrontational style, with which 
he would go on to capture his travels, people he happened upon and moments from his private life.  Van der Elsken published 
numerous photography books such as Amsterdam! (1979) and Sweet Life (1966) with photos of his world travels, including one 
of his favorite destinations, Japan.  Van der Elsken always photographed life as he found it, embracing both the brighter as well 
as the darker sides.  His unconventional technique and the snapshot-like quality of his work have been of great importance in the 
development of contemporary photography.
 
Ed van der Elsken’s work remains widely shown at contemporary art museums throughout the world.  Recent solo and group shows 
have been held at the Nederlands Fotomuseum Rotterdam, Foam Amsterdam, the Metropolitan Museum Tokyo, the Palazzina di 
Giardini, Modena and the Barbican Art Gallery, London.



MATE – Museo Mario Testino presents: 

Sin Censura: Ed van der Elsken
From August 21st to November 1st 2015

Temporary exhibition space 

Website: www.mate.pe
facebook/MuseoMATE
instagram/MuseoMATE

MATE - Museo Mario Testino
Av. Pedro de Osma 409, Barranco, Lima, Peru

Tel: +511 251 77 55

Opening hours
Tuesday to Sunday from 10.00am until 7.00pm

Admission
Colección Permanente and Exhibición Temporal

General - S/. 10.00
Adults over 65 years - S/. 7.00

Students - S/. 5.00
Friends of MATE - Free admission

Children under 12 years - Free admission
Only Temporary exhibition S/. 3.00
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General Information

Sin Censura is sponsored by:

with the support of: 


