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BRIC PRESENTS  
Handmade Abstract  

 
Exhibition Showcases 13 Artists who give  

New Relevance to Abstract Modes of Creation 

 
Exhibition on view September 10 – October 25; Opening Reception September 9, 7–9pm 

 

BROOKLYN, NY | August 18, 2015 – BRIC is pleased to present Handmade Abstract, an exhibition of 13 artists 

at varying stages of their careers who are dedicated to the visual language of abstraction and who ground their 

work in everyday, physical realities. The exhibition will focus on artists who employ a broad range of materials 

and processes, and who imbue their work with a sense of the handmade, tactile, and quirky.  Many of the artists 

use found or recycled materials, and many use fabrication techniques and materials drawn from the worlds of 

handicraft or domesticity. BRIC House is located at 647 Fulton Street in Downtown Brooklyn. Gallery hours are 

Tuesday–Friday, 10am–8pm; Saturday and Sunday, 10am–6pm; and closed Mondays. Gallery admission is free. 

An opening reception for Handmade Abstract will be held on Wednesday, September 9 from 7-9pm. 



 
 
 

 

 

 

Artists include Katie Bell, Maria Chavez, Michelle Forsyth, Carl E. Hazlewood, LoVid, Marisa Manso, Lael 

Marshall, Christian Maychack, Leeza Meksin, Liz Nielsen, Courtney Puckett, Mary Schwab, and Lizzie 

Scott. The exhibition is curated by Elizabeth Ferrer, Vice President of Contemporary Art at BRIC; and Jenny 

Gerow, Assistant Curator at BRIC. 

 

Abstraction was seen by earlier generations of artists as a way to 

achieve different intents – from evoking the spiritual and 

universal; to paring down visual elements to a core essence; to 

creating artwork that was no longer a “window” to another world, 

but a thing in and of itself. The artists in Handmade Abstract bring 

forth a new goal with their work – to affirm abstraction as an 

inescapable presence in the world around us, reflecting or 

interpreting a world close at hand. Abstraction is all around us, 

whether at home, in the tools we use, the technology we interact 

with, the clothing we wear, or the sounds around us. Many of the 

artists in the exhibition work with found, often cast-off or recycled 

materials – ranging from dishtowels to discarded building 

materials, to yarn, spandex, and fabric – eschewing traditional artistic media and adding unconventional 

processes that provide rich layers of evocations. 

 

Sculptor Mary Schwab gives a dimensional shape to the void, casting the empty space inside old cardboard 

shipping boxes with Hydrocal, and then painting the surface of the resulting sculpture with bright colors. 

Lael Marshall stretches dishtowels, handkerchiefs, and other fabrics over handmade, irregularly shaped 

stretchers of her own making, referencing domesticity as well as a kind of eccentric minimalism that reveals 

the essential qualities of her materials. Maria Chavez has created the sound installation Rain of Applause, 

site-specific to BRIC House. As visitors stands within her Project Room installation, they will hear a sound 

track of applause recorded by the artist at public events held at BRIC House over the summer, which, 

stretched out, layered, and looped, sounds like rain.  Photographer Michelle Forsyth creates arrangements 

using painted pedestals, clothing (often including plaid-patterns), and paper backdrops, then photographs 

them in a way that confuses what is a real or material object and what is imitation, displaying a strong level 

of geometric abstraction. The collaborative LoVid creates “video taxidermy” by editing and reworking 

analog video recordings into single channel pieces, printing the resulting images onto textiles and then 

sewing and stuffing the textiles, as if re-editing the videos into 3-D soft sculptures.   

 

The artists represented in Handmade Abstract expand the discourse on abstract visual language by creating 

revelatory forms out of materials and practices that are grounded in palpable, lived reality.  It is the artist’s 



 
 
 

 

 

hand, as well as their modes of fabrication, that result in a kind of alchemy – they simultaneously reveal 

and transform their materials, producing a transcendent experience of the commonplace.  

 

Elizabeth Ferrer, Vice President, Contemporary Art at BRIC said, “It’s been an exciting process to bring 

together this group of 13 artists who share an affinity for “crafting: abstract work with such an unusual 

range of materials and methods. The work in this show is very tactile, it invades space, and it connects to 

everyday experience.  We hope to demonstrate with this exhibition how this impressive group of Brooklyn-

based artists is renewing abstract practice with new materials and approaches.” 

 

Jenny Gerow, Assistant Curator at BRIC said, “The artists in Handmade Abstract reveal the labor involved in 

creating something by hand. Their works reflect not only the manual processes involved in making artwork, 

but also, underlying social and political issues embodied in the handmade. Whether it be a reference to 

gendered labor as in the domestic materials used by Lael Marshall or to white-collar labor in Marisa 

Manso’s use of office cubicles and lighting, the artists are drawing attention to the values placed on 

different kinds of labor.” 

 

 

ABOUT THE CURATORS 

Elizabeth Ferrer is Vice President, Contemporary Art at BRIC. Ferrer is a longtime curator who has been 

affiliated with BRIC since 2007.  In addition to curating exhibitions at BRIC Rotunda Gallery and at BRIC 

House, she has presented exhibitions at such institutions as the Wallach Gallery at Columbia University; the 

Americas Society, New York; the Austin Museum of Art, the Smithsonian Institution, the American 

Federation of Arts, and Independent Curators International. 

 

Jenny Gerow is the Assistant Curator at BRIC. She has previously held positions at the International Center 

of Photography and the Detroit Institute of Arts where she worked on the exhibitions Shirin Neshat and A 

Different Kind of Order: ICP Triennial.  She is interested in photography and the book arts, collaborative 

practices, as well as facilitating projects by emerging artists and curators. Gerow has a BA from the 

University of Virginia and an MA from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago.   

 

 

Associated Public Programs 

All events are free and open to the public unless otherwise noted.  

 

Handmade Abstract Panel Discussion 

Wed, October 7, 7pm 

Abstract painter and curator Vince Contarino moderates a panel with exhibition artists. 



 
 
 

 

 

 

BRIC JazzFest 

Wed, October 14, 7pm 

A contemporary jazz concert that is also part of BRIC’s inaugural annual Brooklyn jazz festival.  

 

The Stoop Series: Annie-B Parson: The Virtuosity of Structure 

Tues, October 20, 7pm 

The luminary of experimental theater and dance presents a lecture with video and sound score about how 

to use the tools of art-making in other contexts.  

 

Handmade House Party 

Sat, October 24, 11am-4pm 

Brooklyn’s best family, all-day party, featuring a variety of hands-on activities centering around the 

handmade abstract theme.  

 

 

Credits 

BRIC’s contemporary art programs benefit from generous public funding from the National Endowment for 

the Arts; New York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor Andrew Cuomo and the New 

York State Legislature; Mayor Bill de Blasio and the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs, 

Commissioner Tom Finkelpearl; Brooklyn Borough President Eric Adams; New York City Council Speaker 

Melissa Mark-Viverito, the Brooklyn Delegation of the New York City Council, and New York City Council 

Members Inez Barron, Robert Cornegy, Laurie Cumbo, Rafael Espinal, Mathieu Eugene, Vincent Gentile, 

Brad Lander, Stephen Levin, Darlene Mealy, and Jumaane Williams. 

Additional private support is provided by The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts, Astoria Bank, 

Milton and Sally Avery Arts Foundation, Bay and Paul Foundations, Bloomingdale’s, Con Edison, Deutsche 

Bank Americas Foundation, The Doris Duke Charitable Foundation, The Ford Foundation, Forest City Ratner 

Companies, The Hearst Foundations, Laurence W. Levine Foundation, The New York Community Trust, and 

the Oppenheim Family Foundation, as well as numerous individual supporters. 

 

About BRIC  

 

BRIC is the leading presenter of free cultural programming in Brooklyn, and one of the largest in New York 

City. We present and incubate work by artists and media-makers who reflect the diversity that surrounds 

us. BRIC programs reach hundreds of thousands of people each year.  



 
 
 

 

 

 

Our main venue, BRIC Arts | Media House, offers a public media center, a major contemporary art 

exhibition space, two performance spaces, a glass-walled TV studio, and artist work spaces.  

 

Some of BRIC’s most acclaimed programs include the BRIC Celebrate Brooklyn! Festival in Prospect Park, 

several path-breaking public access media initiatives, including the newly renamed BRIC TV, and a 

renowned contemporary art exhibition series. BRIC also offers education and other vital programs at BRIC 

House and throughout Brooklyn.  

 

In addition to making cultural programming genuinely accessible, BRIC is dedicated to providing substantial 

support to artists and media makers in their efforts to develop work and reach new audiences.  

 

BRIC is unusual in both presenting exceptional cultural experiences and nurturing individual expression.  

This dual commitment enables us to most effectively reflect New York City’s innate cultural richness and 

diversity.  Learn more at BRICartsmedia.org. 

 

 

Press Contacts:  

 

Abby Clark, BRIC: 718.683.5621, aclark@BRICartsmedia.org  

John Wyszniewski, Blake Zidell & Associates: 718.643.9052, john@blakezidell.com 

 
 

# # # 


