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Stuart Nielsen: East/West
 
Opening Reception: Thursday, September 10,  6 to 9 pm 
Exhibition: September 10 through October 17, 2015

 
Bockley Gallery is pleased to announce its première fall exhibition titled East/West that features a 
single painting of the same title by acclaimed Minneapolis artist, Stuart Nielsen.  Measuring more 
than 8 feet by 13 feet, the monumental oil on canvas work will dominate one wall.  Its minimal 
composition comprises a single wedge-shaped band of overlapping luminous color that narrows 
at the painting’s center and widens at its edges.  This abstract, emblematic form of transparent 
rainbow hues appears suspended on a black ground and suggests a lighthouse’s sweeping, radiant 
beam in the pitch-black of night.  As a singular work, gallery visitors will be able to visually 
immerse themselves in the aura of East/West. 

At the center of Nielsen’s artistic practice is his investigation of geometric forms, formal patterning 
and complex coloring systems that have defined his artistic production for more than 45 years.  
East/West is Nielsen’s most recent exploration of the diamond or harlequin pattern realized here 
in the attenuated form created from seven bands of transparent color.  Spatially puzzling yet 
visually accessible, this vibrant wedge of color and light seems to mysteriously reside between 
floating in space and being embedded in the seemingly infinite black ground.  East/West is a 
conceptual but associative painting, one that allows the viewer to bring his/her personal narrative 
to the work. 

Serving as a context for East/West is a series of studies on paper.  They document Nielsen’s 
exploration of multiple compositional variations that would determine the most salient figure-
ground relationship and, ultimately, become the final work.
 
Nielsen received his B.F.A. in studio arts from the University of Minnesota in 1970, and has 
been active in the Twin Cities art scene ever since.  His early work, rooted in the Pattern and 
Decoration movement of the time, was first shown at the pioneering Glen Hanson Gallery, and 
later at the Thomson Gallery in the 1980s and 1990s.  His site-specific installation projects 



are found in public, private and corporate collections including the Elmer L. Andersen Human 
Services Building in downtown Saint Paul, the University of Minnesota, Saint Paul College, Scripps 
Medical Clinic, La Jolla California, General Mills, US Bank, Prudential Insurance Company, and 
Phillips Plastics.  In 2005 a selection of Nielsen’s sculpture was featured in a two-person show at 
the Rochester Art Center, Rochester MN.

For further information or press photos please contact Bockley Gallery.


