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(left) Lee Godie, Untitled (Self-Portrait in White Fur Stole with Heart-Shaped 

Cameo), n.d.; gelatin silver print; 4 3/4 x 3 3/4 in. Collection of Jim Zanzi, IL. 

(right) Lee Godie, Untitled (Self Portrait, Upward Gaze Holding Canvas with 

Orange Vase), n.d.; gelatin silver print; 4 3/4 x 3 3/4 in. Collection of Jim Zanzi, IL

Lee Godie: Self-Portraits opens Sept. 27 at John Michael Kohler Arts Center 
 

In the first solo exhibition of Chicago artist Lee Godie’s self-portraits, the John Michael Kohler Arts Center in 

Sheboygan, Wis., presents a rich selection of the artist’s paintings and photographs to illuminate a complex and 

deeply expressive persona. Lee Godie: Self-Portraits opens Sunday, Sept. 27.

 

Known predominantly for paintings and drawings in tempera, watercolor, and ink, Godie (1908–1994) favored 

her own self-image as her principal subject. During the 1970s, she began making photo booth self-portraits, 

eventually creating several hundred black-and-white, 5-by-4-inch machine-produced gelatin silver prints. In 

addition to altering her appearance for these photo sessions, she embellished the photos after they were printed 

by writing on or hand coloring the background, her body, or her clothing with ink or watercolor.  

 

Godie occasionally attached these photos to her canvases, using them as her signature. In brilliant moves of self-

promotion, they were offered as bonuses for buying her works while marketing her public image as that of a 

sought-after artist.  

 

Lee Godie: Self-Portraits runs through February 8, 2016. It is one of four exhibitions in the Arts Center’s series 

Life Lit Up, an exploration of photography and the art of observation. Additional information about the series is 

available at jmkac.org or by calling 920-458-6144. 

 

Admission to the John Michael Kohler Arts Center is by voluntary donation. The arts center is located at 608 

New York Ave. in downtown Sheboygan, WI.  
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The arts center thanks BMO Harris Bank, Herzfeld Foundation, and Sargento Foods, Inc. for major support 

of the Life Lit Up series, and the Wisconsin Arts Board, with funds from the State of Wisconsin and the 

National Endowment for the Arts. 
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See image sheet for available images. 

 
About the John Michael Kohler Arts Center: Founded in 1967, the John Michael Kohler Arts Center is 

dedicated to making innovative arts programming accessible to a broad audience that ranges from artists and 

academics to families and youth of all ages. Central to its mission is promoting understanding and appreciation 

of the work of self-taught and contemporary artists through original exhibitions, commissioned works of art, 

performing arts programs, community arts initiatives, and publications. The Arts Center’s collections focus 

primarily on works by vernacular-environment builders, self-taught and folk artists, and works created in the 

Arts/Industry residency program.  

 

Looking to the future, the Arts Center continues to generate new explorations in the arts that foster creative 

exchanges between an international community of artists and a diverse public, making real the power of the arts 

to transform lives and strengthen communities. The John Michael Kohler Arts Center is supported by corporate 

and foundation donors, government grants, and its many members. The Arts Center is not an entity of Kohler 

Co. or its subsidiaries. More information about the Arts Center can be found at jmkac.org. 

 
VISITOR INFORMATION 

Admission to the John Michael Kohler Arts Center is by voluntary donation. Arts Center members receive a 

discount on performance and other event tickets, classes and camps tuition, purchases at ARTspace gift shops, 

and free or discounted admission to many special events. Memberships are available at the Arts Center, by 

visiting jmkac.org, and/or by calling 920-458-6144. 

 

Arts Center Hours: Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays: 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; Tuesdays and Thursdays: 10:00 

a.m. to 8:00 p.m.; Saturdays and Sundays: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The Arts Center is open at other times for 

special events. 


