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Seeing Is Believing, spirit photographs from Arthur Conan Doyle’s collection, 

opens October 11 at the John Michael Kohler Arts Center 

 
Seeing Is Believing: Photographs from the Collection of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, an exhibition 

of early twentieth-century spirit photographs, opens October 11 at the John Michael Kohler Arts 

Center in Sheboygan, WI. 

 

A dialogue between science and spiritualism took place in the U.S. and Great Britain from the 

mid nineteenth through the early twentieth centuries. Spirit photographs were part of that 

conversation. Practitioners of spiritualism added the camera, at the time a new technology 

perceived as a scientific instrument, to the Ouija boards, celebrity-status mediums, table rapping, 

and trances as part of their repertoire of tools to communicate with the dead and to prove the 

existence of an afterlife.  

 

This exhibition features a selection of photographs from the collection of Sir Arthur Conan 

Doyle (1859–1930), creator of the fictional detective Sherlock Holmes. Conan Doyle was a 

committed spiritualist and amassed hundreds of photographs that he believed proved the 

presence of the hereafter. In these images, disembodied heads hover above photographic subjects 

or glow on the sleeves of sitters’ jackets. In even more unusual photographs, there is “evidence” 

of ectoplasm produced by a female medium. Ultimately, the images demonstrate that it was not 

simply faith in the scientific veracity of the photographic process that led to the kind of credence 

spirit photography enjoyed; it was a desire to believe in the existence of ghosts.  
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Seeing Is Believing remains on view through January 17, 2016. This exhibition is one of four in the series 

LIFE LIT UP, presenting photography and the art of observation. Additional information about the series 

is available at jmkac.org. 

 

Admission to the John Michael Kohler Arts Center is by voluntary donation. The Arts Center is located at 

608 New York Ave. in downtown Sheboygan, WI. 

 

-30- 

 

Attached image caption information 

 

 

Ex_see_2015_0002.jpg 
Anonymous, Untitled, n.d.; gelatin silver print; 5 1/8 x 3 1/4 in. Photography Collection, 

Harry Ransom Center, The University of Texas at Austin.  

 

 

 

 

Ex_see_2015_0001.jpg 

Anonymous, Untitled, n.d.; gelatin silver print; 3 3/8 x 2 7/8 in. Photography 

Collection, Harry Ransom Center, The University of Texas at Austin.  

 

 

 

 

 

About the John Michael Kohler Arts Center: Founded in 1967, the John Michael Kohler Arts Center is 

dedicated to making innovative arts programming accessible to a broad audience that ranges from artists 

and academics to families and youth of all ages. Central to its mission is promoting understanding and 

appreciation of the work of self-taught and contemporary artists through original exhibitions, 

commissioned works of art, performing arts programs, community arts initiatives, and publications. The 

Arts Center’s collections focus primarily on works by vernacular-environment builders, self-taught and 

folk artists, and works created in the Arts/Industry residency program.  

 

Looking to the future, the Arts Center continues to generate new explorations in the arts that foster 

creative exchanges between an international community of artists and a diverse public, making real the 

power of the arts to transform lives and strengthen communities. The John Michael Kohler Arts Center is 

supported by corporate and foundation donors, government grants, and its many members. The Arts 

Center is not an entity of Kohler Co. or its subsidiaries. More information about the Arts Center can be 

found at jmkac.org. 

 
VISITOR INFORMATION 

Admission to the John Michael Kohler Arts Center is by voluntary donation. Arts Center members 

receive a discount on performance and other event tickets, classes and camps tuition, purchases at 

ARTspace gift shops, and free or discounted admission to many special events. Memberships are 

available at the Arts Center, by visiting jmkac.org, and/or by calling 920-458-6144. 
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Arts Center Hours: Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays: 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; Tuesdays and Thursdays: 

10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.; Saturdays and Sundays: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The Arts Center is open at other 

times for special events. 


