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Massengill Family, Untitled, c. 1930s; 

 hand-colored photograph; 1 3/4 x 1 1/2 in.  

Courtesy of Maxine Payne and Christian Berst Art Brut. 

 

Depression-era photos shine in Bringing To Light,  

opening October 11 at the John Michael Kohler Arts Center 
 

Bringing To Light: The Massengill Family Photo Collection, opening October 11 at the John Michael 

Kohler Arts Center in Sheboygan, Wis., presents a fascinating picture of 1930s Arkansas through 

hundreds of photographic portraits.  

 

The Massengill family photo collection demonstrates the role of photography in the recounting of daily 

lives. This collection of nearly 700 portraits was produced by two generations in a hand-built photo studio 

trailer during the Depression in Arkansas. Bringing To Light is the first museum exhibition of this 

extensive body of work. 

 

In the mid-1930s, Jim and Mancy Massengill started their family side-business to make ends meet. 

Without formal training, they taught themselves to construct a commercial-use camera, build portable 

studios, and make prints on-site so clients could purchase photographs at the time of the sitting. Traveling 

across the state to fairs and community events, the Massengills created precious keepsakes and captured 

an intimate portrait of the rural South.  

 

Bringing To Light remains on view through January 17, 2016. It is one of four photography exhibitions in 

the series “Life Lit Up.” Additional information about the series is available at jmkac.org. 

 

Admission to the John Michael Kohler Arts Center is by voluntary donation. The Arts Center is located at 

608 New York Ave. in downtown Sheboygan, Wis. 
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See image sheet for available images. 

 

 

About the John Michael Kohler Arts Center: Founded in 1967, the John Michael Kohler Arts Center is 

dedicated to making innovative arts programming accessible to a broad audience that ranges from artists 

and academics to families and youth of all ages. Central to its mission is promoting understanding and 

appreciation of the work of self-taught and contemporary artists through original exhibitions, 

commissioned works of art, performing arts programs, community arts initiatives, and publications. The 

Arts Center’s collections focus primarily on works by vernacular-environment builders, self-taught and 

folk artists, and works created in the Arts/Industry residency program.  

 

Looking to the future, the Arts Center continues to generate new explorations in the arts that foster 

creative exchanges between an international community of artists and a diverse public, making real the 

power of the arts to transform lives and strengthen communities. The John Michael Kohler Arts Center is 

supported by corporate and foundation donors, government grants, and its many members. The Arts 

Center is not an entity of Kohler Co. or its subsidiaries. More information about the Arts Center can be 

found at jmkac.org. 

 
VISITOR INFORMATION 

Admission to the John Michael Kohler Arts Center is by voluntary donation. Arts Center members 

receive a discount on performance and other event tickets, classes and camps tuition, purchases at 

ARTspace gift shops, and free or discounted admission to many special events. Memberships are 

available at the Arts Center, by visiting jmkac.org, and/or by calling 920-458-6144. 

 

Arts Center Hours: Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays: 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; Tuesdays and Thursdays: 

10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.; Saturdays and Sundays: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The Arts Center is open at other 

times for special events. 


