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Caleb Charland, Orange Battery, 2012; pigment print; 

11 x 14 in. Courtesy of the artist and Sasha Wolf Gallery, NY. 

 

Photography and science intersect in John Michael Kohler Arts Center exhibition 
~Photography and the Scientific Spirit opens Oct. 30~ 

 

Photography and the Scientific Spirit, opening October 30 at the John Michael Kohler Arts Center, presents the 

work of sixteen artists exemplifying the qualities of invention and imagination Walt Whitman described as the 

“scientific spirit.”  

 

This exploration of the relationship between photography and science begins with works by Berenice Abbott 

(1898–1991), who believed the photographic medium was uniquely qualified to unite art with science. Abbott not 

only created striking images of scientific exploration through laboratory experiments, she also applied her art and 

imagination to the invention of new equipment. Many of the artists in the exhibition cite Abbott’s work as 

influencing their own.  

 

Some of the featured artists have taken on the role of scientist (indeed a number studied science or are practicing 

scientists). They perform experiments and capture them using photography. Caleb Charland expands upon the 

classic grade school science project of generating electrical current from a potato. In one work, Charland presents 

a chandelier hanging in an apple tree, lit using the power of the fruit. In another, a peeled orange illuminates itself 

from within. David Goldes’ images are inspired by his research into nineteenth-century drawings of electrical 

experiments performed by scientists such as Michael Faraday, a pioneer in the fields of electromagnetism and 

electrochemistry. Goldes photographs electrical experiments of his own invention that use simple household 

objects.   

 

Photography and the Scientific Spirit includes other artists who work directly with scientists and make art in 

response to their discoveries. Rachel Sussman’s series is the result of research, work with biologists, and travel in 

remote areas to find and photograph living organisms more than two thousand years old. A number of the artists 
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invent or alter photographic chemical or mechanical processes. Chris McCaw’s hand-built, large-format cameras 

are outfitted with powerful lenses typically used for military surveillance and aerial reconnaissance. Instead of 

film, McCaw inserts expired vintage, fiber-based gelatin silver photo paper directly into the camera. With the lens 

pointed at the sun, McCaw’s lengthy exposures literally burn through the surface of the paper, thus making 

tangible the trajectory of the earth’s orbit around the sun. 
 

Artists featured in Photography and the Scientific Spirit include: Berenice Abbott (1898–1991), Brandon 

Ballengée (NY), Matthew Brandt (CA), Thomas Brennan (VT), Caleb Charland (ME), John Chervinsky (MA), 

Adam Fuss (NY), David Goldes (MN), Jay Gould (MD), Sharon Harper (MA), Martha Madigan (PA), David 

Maisel (CA), Chris McCaw (CA), Meghann Riepenhoff (CA), Abe Morell (MA), elin O’hara slavick (NC), and 

Rachel Sussman (NY).  

 

Photography and the Scientific Spirit remains on view through February 21, 2016. It is one of four exhibitions in 

the Arts Center’s series Life Lit Up, an exploration of photography and the art of observation. Additional 

information about the series is available at jmkac.org. 

 

Admission to the John Michael Kohler Arts Center is by voluntary donation. The arts center is located at 608 New 

York Ave. in downtown Sheboygan, WI.  
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Caleb Charland, Orange Battery, 2012; pigment print; 11 x 14 in. Courtesy of the artist and 
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About the John Michael Kohler Arts Center: Founded in 1967, the John Michael Kohler Arts Center is dedicated to 

making innovative arts programming accessible to a broad audience that ranges from artists and academics to families and 

youth of all ages. Central to its mission is promoting understanding and appreciation of the work of self-taught and 

contemporary artists through original exhibitions, commissioned works of art, performing arts programs, community arts 

initiatives, and publications. The Arts Center’s collections focus primarily on works by vernacular-environment builders, 

self-taught and folk artists, and works created in the Arts/Industry residency program.  

 

Looking to the future, the Arts Center continues to generate new explorations in the arts that foster creative exchanges 

between an international community of artists and a diverse public, making real the power of the arts to transform lives and 

strengthen communities. The John Michael Kohler Arts Center is supported by corporate and foundation donors, government 

grants, and its many members. The Arts Center is not an entity of Kohler Co. or its subsidiaries. More information about the 

Arts Center can be found at jmkac.org. 

 
VISITOR INFORMATION 

Admission to the John Michael Kohler Arts Center is by voluntary donation. Arts Center members receive a discount on 

performance and other event tickets, classes and camps tuition, purchases at ARTspace gift shops, and free or discounted 

admission to many special events. Memberships are available at the Arts Center, by visiting jmkac.org, and/or by calling 920-

458-6144. 

 

Arts Center Hours: Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays: 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.; Tuesdays and Thursdays: 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 

p.m.; Saturdays and Sundays: 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. The Arts Center is open at other times for special events. 


